
 

 

  

ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

 

2014 GENERAL ASSEMBLY LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

Navigate Uncertain Future 

There is an unusual level of uncertainty as the 2014 General Assembly session gets 
underway. In addition to the transition in the offices of Governor, Lt. Governor and 
Attorney General  on the fourth day of the session, there will be at least 5 new 
committee chairmen in the House of Delegates, and if there are special elections to fill 
one or two Senate seats, there is the possibility that control of the Senate will change 
which will affect procedures, committee memberships and most likely outcomes. The 
federal government shutdown and continuing sequestration budget cuts, as well as the 
possibility of an additional shutdown in mid-January, also will have a major impact on 
the budget process for the governor and General Assembly. 

There are other issues relating to the uncertainly.  The General Assembly will consider 
the biennial state budget which is initiated by the outgoing governor in mid-December 
with the new governor’s changes announced after he takes office, and legislation 
relating to Medicaid Expansion and ethics reform. Unlike in some previous sessions, 
there will be no limit on the number of bills a House member can introduce, making it 
hard to predict the quantity and nature of legislation that will be introduced in the 
House.    

The previous session produced two notable accomplishments.  The first, the 
transportation funding legislation, will provide much-needed funds for the 
Commonwealth and Northern Virginia.  The second was the abolishment of the so-
called Aid to Localities, which had forced local governments to send a minimum of $45 
million annually to the state government for the last five fiscal years. We look forward 
to an equally productive 2014 session.  

Achieve Local and State Fiscal Sustainability 
 

Just as Virginia was emerging from the worst fiscal times since the great depression, 
she became the state most impacted financially by the federal government shutdown. 
For the sixth year in a row, the Commonwealth faces weak, or no revenue growth and 
increasing costs for core state-supported responsibilities.   Arlington and other 
localities depend on the state to maintain equitable tax structures sufficient at the state 
and local level so that the Commonwealth and Arlington can fund and administer 
sustainable, cost-effective, quality services to residents including public education, 
health and human resources, public safety, protection of natural resources and the 
environment.  
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Avoid Shifting Costs to Localities and Reducing Local Tax Authority 
 

Since FY 2009, the State Budget General Fund allocated to critical services provided 
by localities has decreased substantially from 52% (FY 2009) to 44.7% (projected for 
FY 2014).  

Because of reduced state funding, and a limited set of revenue tools, Arlington and 
many Virginia localities have had to make very difficult decisions: cutting needed 
services, reallocating local dollars to continue services at some level, or increasing 
real estate tax rates to maintain basic government functions. 

Two critical revenue sources for localities- Local Business License taxes (BPOL) and 
machinery and tools taxes (M&T) – are targets for state restrictions in the 2014 
General Assembly.  We do not know what alternative revenue sources will be 
proposed, and because BPOL makes up a large portion of Arlington’s tax revenue -7% 
in FY2012 - Arlington is concerned that any alternative revenue source would not raise 
as much money as BPOL generates and would shift the tax burden.   

To put us all on sustainable financial footing, Arlington County is committed to working 
with the new governor and the General Assembly to ensure the ability of the 
Commonwealth’s General Fund to appropriately fund the state's core responsibilities. 
We look forward to working with the Arlington delegation and others to determine how 
best to solve the budget and tax dilemmas without causing harm to the state or 
localities.   

These measures will support Arlington's economy and the quality education, public 
safety, health, transportation and environmental safety services that our residents 
expect and deserve.  

 
A. Finance 

 
1. Local Taxing Authority: Retain all current local taxing authority, including 

business license, and machinery and tools tax administration, real estate 
and rate making authority. Any modifications to local tax authority must be 
revenue neutral. 

2. Unfunded Mandates: Oppose any mandates from the Commonwealth that 
are not fully funded, including additional administrative burdens on local 
governments. 

3. Local General Funds and Special Funds: Oppose any attempt by Governor 
or General Assembly to confiscate local government funds for the state 
treasury. 

4. Participation in State Studies Affecting Local Governments: Urge Governor, 
General Assembly and any other branch of state government to include 
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local government representatives in a decision-making role on any panels 
studying changes that will affect them. 

5. Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Program: Change state code to allow 
Virginia to join 24 other states in the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax 
program to collect state and local sales taxes on interstate mail order and 
internet sales to Virginia customers.  This effort would enable the 
Commonwealth to receive sales and use taxes from over 1,000 out of state 
vendors that have agreed to participate voluntarily in the program and would 
remove the current competitive advantage remote sellers have over local 
Virginia businesses 

6. On-Line Travel Companies/Modifying State Sales and Local Transient 
Occupancy Taxes:  Ensure the collection and remission by on-line travel 
companies (OTCs) of all state sales and local Transient Occupancy Tax 
(TOT) levies associated with on-line travel sales. 

7. State Responsibility for Teacher Retirement Plan:  Support full funding and 
reporting of the Commonwealth’s obligations for the Virginia Retirement 
System and its beneficiaries.  Recent accounting changes will require local 
governments to reflect unfunded liabilities on their balance sheets, when in 
fact the level of funding of VRS is a result of decisions made by the 
Commonwealth and beyond the control of participating jurisdictions such as 
Arlington Public Schools.  

8. Fiscal Impact Statements/First Day Bills:  Amend the state code to reinstate 
the first day introduction requirement for bills with local fiscal impact.  This 
will ensure that localities have enough time to evaluate the local fiscal 
impact of proposed legislation affecting them. 

  
 

B. Transportation 
 

1. Transportation Funding: Make no changes to the comprehensive 
transportation funding legislation passed during the 2013 session, including 
indirect or direct funding reductions coming to Northern Virginia or its 
localities through modifications to statewide formulas, or changes that would 
reduce the discretion of local governments in the use of these regional and 
local funds.  

2. Hybrid Vehicle Fee:  Repeal the alternative fuel vehicle surcharge, a.k.a 
hybrid vehicle tax.    

3. Construction Funding: Eliminate Commonwealth Transportation Board 
authority enacted in 2012 to take $500 million off the top of construction 
funds for “priority projects.”  

4. Transit Funding Allocations:  Any modification to existing transit operating 
and capital funding allocation formulas should not result in a reduction of 
revenues coming to Northern Virginia and its jurisdictions, nor make the 
overall funding allocation process less predictable, simple and reliable. 
Allocation formulas should not penalize jurisdictions that already devote 
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substantial local funds to transit projects, Arlington supports the use of 
performance metrics to promote efficiency and effectiveness and which, 
when implemented, will insure that the transitional operating allocation 
formula is accurately applied to Metrorail. 

5. Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority: Ensure that the 
Commonwealth continues its long-term funding commitments to WMATA. 

6. WMATA Fare Enforcement Inspectors:  Create a new position of Fare 
Enforcement Inspectors for the Crystal City Transitway and connecting 
Alexandria Bus Rapid Transit, who will monitor whether riders purchased 
their fares before boarding, and will issue citations or tickets to anyone who 
cannot demonstrate that he has paid.  These inspectors will have no police 
powers.   

 
 

C. Local Authority 
 

1. Employee Benefits/Health Care:   Increase Arlington County’s and other 
public employers’ competitive edge by permitting localities to manage 
personnel functions, and to decide which benefits they need to offer.   

2. Land Use Policies: Support authority of local governments to plan land use, 
without restrictions on local zoning authority or zoning process. 

3. Population Projections:  Correct the Weldon Cooper Center population 
projections that show Arlington losing population between now and 2040. 
 
 

D. Housing 
 

1. Housing Trust Fund: Support a permanent source of funds for state 
Housing Trust Fund.  

2. Assistance to Tenants: Work with state agencies to assist low-income 
tenants to remain in their communities while their housing is being 
upgraded and renovated.  

 
E. Civil Rights Initiatives 

1. Education: Ensure access, at in-state tuition rates, to Virginia colleges and 
technical schools for all high school graduates, including undocumented 
students who meet residency and other reasonable requirements. 

2. Immigration: Oppose any state mandates to localities requiring local law 
enforcement officers to evaluate the immigration status of individuals 
encountered during lawful stops or other routine police activities. 

3. Services: Support the integration, assimilation and increased civic 
engagement of our immigrant population, including initiatives that ensure the 
immigrant community is treated fairly. 
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4. Voting Access:  Expand voting access by enhancing accessibility for people 
who may need assistance with registering and/or casting a ballot.  Enact no-
excuse absentee voting.  

5. Human Trafficking:  Re-establish the Commission on the prevention of 
Human Trafficking to study and make recommendations regarding the crime 
and punishment for human trafficking. 

F. Public Safety/Emergencies 

1. Drug Courts:  Support study of efficacy of drug courts, and funding 
mechanisms for localities wishing to add them. 

2. Line of Duty: Seek full state funding for state mandated Line of Duty 
benefits.   

 
 

 
G. Energy and the Environment   

 
1. Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard:  Reform RPS Standard to limit all 

new credits to new solar and wind projects that are within the 
Commonwealth. 

2. Net Metering: Allow ratepayer subscriptions for electricity from solar-
produced power for all rate payers. 

3. Clean Energy Utility:  Establish mechanism for funding state clean energy 
utility through low interest bonds.  

4. SCC Pilot Rate Program: Support extension and expansion of Virginia State 
Corporation Commission pilot rate program to encourage installation of solar 
systems and permit the customer to either sell electricity back to or receive 
credits from the utility. 

5. Climate Data: For state and local planning purposes, such as long-range 
infrastructure, coastal zone and floodplain management, include climate 
data in assessments. Direct state pension plans to apply climate data in 
long-term investing. 

6. Interstate Compact for Potomac River Basin: Include full funding in the FY 
14 -16 Biennial Budget for Virginia membership in the ICPRB so that it can 
continue analyzing water supply and water quality needs. 

7. Reduction of Environmental Contamination from Plastic and Paper Bags:  
Encourage the use of reusable shopping bags by allowing a locality to 
require merchants to charge a fee for the use of paper and plastic bags, with 
exceptions for ice cream, meat, fish, poultry, leftover restaurant food, 
newspapers, dry cleaning, alcoholic beverages, and prescription drugs.  The 
funds raised would go into the state Water Quality Improvement Fund to 
make grants to public entities for water quality improvement projects.   

 

H. Human Services 
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1. Affordable Care Act Medicaid Expansion:  Support full Medicaid expansion 

in Virginia under the Affordable Care Act which will create jobs as well as 
increase federal funding to cover a critical group of working, poor Virginians. 

2. Community Placements for Northern Virginia Training Center Residents:  
Allocate additional state resources to support community placements for 
individuals leaving training centers in accordance with the Department of 
Justice Settlement Agreement.  Provide bridge funding for clients leaving 
the Training Centers to live in Northern Virginia community.  

3. Housing Options for Persons with Serious Mental Illness: Expand housing 
and service options so that individuals can avoid hospitalization. 

4. Services for Youth: Expand services for youth, including Systems of Care 
planning and implementation, Multisystemic Therapy, and intensive in-home 
services 

5. Peer Model Recovery Program: Fund expansion of Peer Recovery Program 
for individuals who are in or who seek recovery from substance use 
disorders or co-occurring substance use disorders and mental illness. 

6. Logisticare: Conduct a comprehensive study through the Virginia 
Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS) on the quality of 
LogistiCare’s services and issue a report back to the Virginia General 
Assembly.  LogistiCare provides non-emergency transportation to medical 
appointments. 

7. Financial exploitation of older and vulnerable adults: Enact civil penalties for 
knowingly taking control of an elderly or vulnerable adult’s property or 
financial resources with the intent to deprive the adult of its use.  

8. Services for Older Adults and People with Disabilities: Support keeping 
seniors and people with disabilities in their homes and communities by 
maintaining and enhancing funds for daily living activities.  Increase 
Medicaid reimbursement rates for personal care services, and provide 
workers access to affordable health insurance and advanced training. 

9. Community-Based Continuum of Psychiatric Care: Continue to fund the 
post-acute care for older adults with severe mental health issues provided 
by Northern Virginia’s RAFT (Regional Older Adult Facilities Mental Health 
Support Team) program. 

10. Comprehensive Services Act (CSA): Oppose the state’s shifting costs to 
localities by moving children receiving mental health services from Medicaid 
to the CSA system.  Ensure that the state also pays its share of 
administrative costs. 

 
 

"Arlington will be a diverse and inclusive world-class urban community with secure, attractive 

residential and commercial neighborhoods where people unite to form a caring, learning, 
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participating, sustainable community in which each person is important." 

— Arlington County Board Vision Statement 


