
 

 

Michael J. Grace 
 

5131 15th Street North 
Arlington, VA 22205 

 

April 19, 2018 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd. 
Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22201 

 Re:  County Board Agenda Item 
         Meetings of April 21 and 24, 2018 
         Request to Authorize Advertisement of Public Hearings on Draft Four  
         Mile Run Valley Policy Framework 

Dear Members of the Arlington County Board: 

At its regular meeting of April 21, 2018 (or its recessed meeting of April 24, 
2018), the County Board is calendared to consider the following agenda item: 

“Request to authorize advertisement of public hearings by the Planning 
Commission and County Board on the draft Four Mile Run Valley Policy 
Framework” (hereinafter the “RTA”) 

As you prepare to discuss the RTA at your meetings, please consider the 
requests that follow. 

Capacity in Which Requesting 

Since the inception of the Four Mile Run Valley process, I have represented 
the Park and Recreation Commission on the Four Mile Run Valley Working Group 
(“4MRVWG”).  However, I am making these requests in my individual capacity.   
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This is not the first time I have gone “off the reservation” about the Four 
Mile Run Valley process.  It’s not how I prefer to conduct myself; I am doing so 
reluctantly and with a heavy heart.   

Regretfully, I do not believe the 4MRVWG has fulfilled the County Board’s 
expectation that the Working Group’s recommendations mirror what citizens 
generally prefer particularly for Jennie Dean Park (“JDP”).  By insisting that large 
portions of JDP be converted to “casual use open space,” members of the 
4MRVWG have not objectively balanced the overall preferences of citizens for 
various types of park and recreational amenities and uses. 

Requests 

Assuming that the County Board approves the RTA, then a final Four Mile 
Run Valley Policy Framework will be the subject of public hearings already 
calendared: 

Planning Commission May 7, 2018 
County Board May 19, 2018 

I am not asking the County Board to reject the RTA.  I ask merely: the 
County Board should direct County Staff that the final Policy Framework (to be 
considered at the public hearings) must do two things: 

First, it must include the following language from the County Board’s 
Charge to the 4MRVWG (adopted April 16, 2016; amended July 19, 2016): 

The Park Master Plan will provide a vision for the comprehensive 
replacement and realignment of existing park features (exclusively for park 
purposes) and the addition of new park amenities to meet the growing 
demand for active and passive recreation, cultural resources and natural 
resource preservation. 

Second, the final Policy Framework must include both of the final 
alternative designs for JDP (Concept Plan 1 and Concept Plan 2) that the 
4MRVWG considered at its meeting on April 12, 2018. 

The 4MRVWG at that meeting “voted” for Concept Plan 1 over Concept 
Plan 2.  However, we owe the general public the fully informed ability to consider 
both design options at the public hearings. 
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I trust the County Board shares my view that a Park Master Plan for 
updating JDP should respond to the needs of all citizens, not to the preferences of a 
select few.  Thank you in advance for implementing my requests. 

Sincerely, 

[Submitted electronically] 

Michael J. Grace 
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