
1  

PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
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Steve Finn 
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Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
 
The Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) Chair, Bill Ross recognized David Howell as the new, 
County Board appointed Vice Chair for the Commission.  
 
The Commission considered their February 2018 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) 
meeting minutes.  The Commission discussed amendments to the meeting minutes as provided by 
Commissioner Haynes.  With no objections, the Commission approved the minutes with 
amendments. 
 
 

Public Comment:   
 
• Josh Handler, an Arlington resident of the Boulevard Manor neighborhood discussed NOVA 

Parks recent plans for Upton Hill Park.  Mr. Handler asked that the PRC reconsider its letter 
supporting the plan, with one that does not support the plan.  Mr. Handler addressed various 
issues including (but not limited to) the increased parking that will come with this project 
(including a new parking lot by the renovated playground).  Mr. Handler is the Chair of the 
Beautification Association for Boulevard Manor.  Mr. Handler stated that NOVA Parks still plans 
to construct a new entrance road, which may take up green space and cut mature trees. Mr. 
Handler was not clear whether within the PRC letter it stated that the plans were reviewed with 
County guidance and current polices in consideration. Finally, Mr. Handler stated that NOVA 
Parks provided a survey in 2015 for park users that was not accurate. Mr. Handler further 
stated that the survey was not provided in Spanish for Spanish speaking residents/users.   Chair 
Ross said that he would follow up to investigate the questions that Mr. Handler brought up.  
 

• Suzanne Sundburg, Arlington resident addressed a letter associated with Casey Trees which 
provided a 2011 tree canopy study.  The current study costs $11,000.  Ms. Sundburg stated that 
Mr. O’Neill Dunn is a well-respected professor and has determined that increase and decrease 
in tree canopy was determined inconsistently with the analysis that was conducted. The County 
should partner with Alexandria and Fairfax to get a more comprehensive tree canopy study 
done.  Ms. Sundburg hopes that the PRC will consider the science seriously and advocate for 
responsible use of statistics.   

 
o PRC Chair Ross stated that at the April 2018 PRC meeting Urban Forestry staff will 

provide a presentation on the current, 2017 Tree Canopy study.   
 
o Commissioner Boeding inquired if it is a methodology or data issue associated with the 

discrepancies that have been voiced on the 2017 Tree Canopy Study.  
 
o PRC Vice Chair Howell and Commissioner Kuppa voiced their concerns regarding how 

a reduction of tree canopy can affect other environmental considerations within the 
County.   

 
 
Renaming of Oakgrove Park: Next Steps 
 
PRC Chair Ross and PRC Staff Liaison Rivero (MR) provided a brief update on the status of the 
renaming process for Oakgrove Park.  MR stated that this item will be considered by the County 
Board at their April 2018 meeting and will likely be on the Board’s Consent Agenda.  The 
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recommendation being considered is to support the renaming of Oakgrove Park to “Oak Grove 
Park” which is consistent with the recommendations provided by the Neighborhood Conservation 
Advisory Committee (NCAC) and the Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) at 
their February 2018 meetings.  Commissioner Feaster (ex officio) provided a motion to approve 
providing a letter from the PRC supporting the renaming of Oakgrove Park.  Commissioner 
Walker seconded the motion, and the motion was carried 11-0.   
 
 
2017 Bill Thomas Awards 
 
Commissioners Banks and Kuppa provided an update regarding the Awards Committee’s findings 
and final nominations.  The Committee recommended awarding all three (3) nominees (1. The 
Friends of Aurora Highlands Park; 2. Joanne Hutton; and 3. John Foti) the 2017 Bill Thomas 
Outstanding Park Service Volunteer Award.  Commissioner Banks stated that the three (3) 
nominees scored highly, and it was difficult to select one nominee over another.   
 
Commissioner Howell believes all nominees are worthy, however, did express concerns about 
providing three awards to three nominees.  Commissioner Howell questioned whether the award 
should be evolving, should it consider more grassroots efforts, public engagement efforts, 
community awareness, and “boots to the ground” work. Should the guidance be more specific, 
and should it focus on individuals and/or groups directly supporting and maintaining the parks? 
Furthermore, there is a provision within the award that any nominee that is not awarded, would 
automatically be put in the nominee pool for next year’s consideration.  Commissioner Feaster 
supported Commissioner Howell on his comments.  
 
Commissioner Banks noted that another solution to not providing the award to all three 
nominees would be to award it to the group/individual with the highest points awarded, which 
would be to the Friends of Aurora Highlands Park. 
 
Commissioner Ellis stated that having three awards dilutes the importance of the award. 
 
PRC Chair Ross does not have an issue with providing three awards this year, but also supports 
the more “boots to the ground/hands to the dirt” idea for groups/individuals that should receive 
the award. 
 
What should the Commission do if we disagree on the awardees? Commissioner Banks reiterated 
that the winner based on highest points received would be the Friends of Aurora Highlands Park.  
The criteria do not weigh “boots to the ground” service more than others, and a new award 
criteria would need to be formulated/specified. 
 
Commissioner Haynes stated that the other alternative would be to not provide an award for this 
year.  Commissioner Feaster then reiterated that if an award is not provided, this year’s nominees 
can be in the award pool for next year.  
 
Commissioner Banks recognized that open spaces are important and so are gardening activities 
as well as sports activities. They were all represented by this year’s nominees.  
 
Commissioner Boeding suggested that this was an opportunity to highlight the spectrum of ways 
to get involved in parks and recreation. It would be a waste of an opportunity to not recognize 
these three submissions, especially given that they are so different.   
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PRC Chair Ross suggested that the Commission award all three nominees this year and work to 
improve the criteria for future awards.  Commissioner Boeding moved to approve all 
nominees/winners under the current criteria, and Commissioner Banks seconded this motion.  
PRC Vice Chair Howell stated the selection criteria from the committee does not align with the 
“Award Criteria” provided for the Bill Thomas Award on the current website.  The criteria should 
be more specific and identify what needs to be done to select a winner.  Commissioner Banks also 
stated that the selection criteria should provide guidance on how to use the letters of 
recommendation.   
 
The motion to approve the award for the three nominees and revisit the criteria for next year’s 
award passed by a vote of 7-3-1 (in favor, opposed, abstained). PRC Chair Ross will provide a 
letter to the County Board before their April meeting. DPR staff will contact the awardees. 
 
 
Commission-Led Discussion on FY2019 Budget Letter 
 
PRC Chair Ross recalled the presentation provided by Jane Rudolph on the FY2019 budget and 
provided a short presentation to the County Board on budget recommendations. PRC Chair Ross 
mentioned changes to the 55+ services were a concern, resources for the upcoming Urban 
Forestry Master Plan should be considered, among others. The updated budget letter from the 
PRC would be provided. 
 
Commissioner Banks noted that PAYG (pay-as-you-go) monies are going to field renovations for 
the most part and was struck that the PAYG monies do not provide for maintenance of casual use 
open spaces.  There should be a balance between the two.  Commissioner Haynes clarified that 
PAYG is for long-term projects. The Parks and Natural Resources (PNR) maintenance budget 
would cover open space work including the invasive species removal work.  
 
Commissioner Banks stated that his comment is to support the overall DPR budget, but that it be 
more balanced overall with sports and open space needs. One of the future synthetic fields 
(shown as “TBD” within the PAYG PowerPoint slides provided to the PRC) may be shifted for 
other needs. PRC Chair Ross indicated that the future synthetic field need ($2.05 million as 
identified) may have been incorporated as part of the Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS) 
process addressing the need for more synthetic fields.  
 
Commissioner Boeding, to distinguish between the types of funding asked: would the proposed 
overlooks in Shirlington Park as part of Four Mile Run Valley (4MRV) process be part of future 
PAYG funding?  She further commented that Arlington is not acquiring a proportional amount of 
land as we are planning to add 40,000 new people in the County within the next several years.  
Could the $2.05 million for the TBD synthetic field could be used for land acquisition? PRC Chair 
Ross stated that a final PRC letter on the budget will discuss some of the issues discussed on PAYG 
funding.      
 
A desire was expressed for a more comprehensive presentation on DPR’s mission, organization 
and funding and that the more we can understand the process, the better informed we are as a 
Commission to inform the County Board.   
 
Commissioner Haynes stated that DPR Park Development Division Chief, Lisa Grandle will be 
coming to the PRC in May to discuss the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) funding and may be able 
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to explain the PAYG funding process.   
 
 
Commission-Led Discussion on Four Mile Run Valley (4MRV), Jennie Dean Park Committee 
Options 
 
PRC Chair Ross discussed what kind of letter may be provided for this project. There were 
discussions on Jennie Dean Park (JDP) and what new options may be provided for the park. PRC 
Chair Ross provided an overview on the various concepts, including the JDP Committee concepts 
that are currently being discussed. DPR Landscape Architect, Jeremy Smith (JS) provided support 
as needed. Chair Ross brought up changes including the movement of the fields, the playground 
and the addition of a second shelter. PRC Chair Ross mentioned that there was much discussion 
on how people would circulate within the park, and opined that JDP Committee, “Option 1” took 
into consideration most of the issues that have been discussed by the 4MRV Working Group (WG) 
and the JDP Committee.   
 
Commissioner Boeding stated that in the end there wasn’t anything made Option 1 superior to 
Option 2 and it comes down to a concern by the Nauck community that there be ample 
green/open space near Four Mile Run Drive. The idea of fencing close to the street has some 
issues in terms of its presentation to the community. The idea of having green space close to Four 
Mile Run Drive is important, and having the playground closer to the street was requested by the 
“moms’ groups” and Nauck was supporting that request.  
 
There was much discussion around the placement of the amenities and the reality that the final 
state in Phase 2 of both plans had all the elements required by the County Board. Comments were 
made about the absence of one tennis court for phase one for option one.  Clarifying that she was 
not speaking on behalf of Nauck, but independently in response to the question of a field on the 
RPA, Commissioner Boeding responded: by outlining that given there are two parking lots and a 
dog park in the RPA, a field is the least of the problems as the field is already in that space. There 
was zero appetite by the Working Group to make any effort to truly restore the RPA and make it 
better or else we would be discussing the move of the parking away from the stream and creating 
more pervious space. Furthermore, having a parking lot that is dangerous and difficult to get in 
and out of doesn’t make a whole lot of sense.   
 
Other Points of Discussion:   
 
One comment was that the fact that there are two (2) diamonds on the site, is mind-boggling.  But 
there is nothing we can do, because that is the charge of the WG.  
 
What are the changes to the park with acquisition of the WETA space? Commissioner Haynes 
clarified that there is a letter of intent out for the County’s acquisition of this property, but the 
timing on this acquisition is still to be determined.   
 
Fencing within either option is still a major consideration. Also, the positioning of the playground 
closer to traffic/pollution on Four Mile Run Drive was also an issue that was voiced by some 
community members (there were Nauck community members that preferred the playground 
closer to nature or setback further from the street).  
 
Should we be considering “Phase II” activities if we don’t know if the money will be there for 
construction of “Phase II”? Should we consider what “Phase I” construction plan would be the best 
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option for implementation instead?  Commissioner Haynes specified that overall phasing should be 
considered since it does affect the long-term implementation of the park space.  
 
There was no discussion in this entire Jennie Dean Park process on the budget.  It may cost $8 
million to acquire the WETA building.  
 
PRC Chair Ross asked if there was a preference between either option at this point. There is a 
concern within the County and the PRC about where the Commission stands on this topic.  PRC 
Chair Ross also mentioned that further discussion of the PRC’s concerns about the 2-block area 
west of Nelson and making sure that open space elsewhere within the 4MRV area should be 
explored further.  
 
Jeremy Smith stated at the fourth JDPC meeting, the committee would be considering the options 
further and preferences may be discussed.  Marco Rivero added within the Request to Advertise 
(RTA) report to the County Board (for the 4MRV Policy Framework) for April 2018, both JDP 
Committee options will be shown.  However, only one of the options will be considered by the 
County Board for action in May 2018.   
 
Which option does Nauck like? Commissioner Boeding stated that the Nauck community likes 
“Option 2”. 
 
PRC Chair Ross asked to take a vote on which preference the group had. Commissioners Banks and 
Boeding asked why are we being asked to vote now considering there were still so many variables to 
be considered?  Why do we have to vote now?  Commissioner Boeding added what would the purpose 
of the vote be as the presentation had not even been given to the 4MRV Working Group?  PRC Chair 
Ross said that he thought it would be influential for the 4MRV Working Group to know where the 
PRC’s thinking was regarding this matter. Commissioner Banks asked a clarification question on 
how the vote would be handled. A vote was taken by the PRC with three (3) Commissioners 
supporting “Option 1, Phases I and II” and eight (8) Commissioners supporting “Option 2, Phases I 
and II”. 
 
PRC Chair Ross noted that the PRC communication will reflect this stated preference by the 
Commission and that any final letters to the County Board will also include language stating our 
standing concern with the loss of County-acquired park land in the 2-block area and supporting 
future land acquisition opportunities within the 4MRV area.  Furthermore, PRC Chair Ross 
acknowledged Commissioner Grace’s letter stating that the PRC should support a commitment by 
the County siting athletic courts (and all other existing amenities) by the end of “Phase II” 
construction of the JDP project.  The PRC provided no objections to this statement. 
 
 
Update on POPS County Board Work Session  
 
Commissioner Haynes provided an update of the POPS process and highlighted the various issues 
that were discussed at the February 20 work session with the County Board. There will be an 
additional meeting about various POPS topics in April 2018 regarding design guidelines and what 
should be provided to begin a project/process. CPHD is involved in this process as well, especially 
when site plan projects are being considered. 
 
Would this design guidelines process for developer considerations of their plans be relevant on the 
Crystal City Retail Building site that was considered by the PRC in February 2018? Commissioner 
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Haynes stated that this would be a perfect example for where such design guidelines may be 
implemented.  
 
PRC Chair Ross asked Commissioner Haynes to further explain the Level of Service analysis. 
Commissioner Haynes provided an overview of this analysis as it relates to the POPS process. 
 
School population increases should be considered.  Commissioner Haynes stated that Level of 
Service is based on population and demographics and serves as a measure to provide broad 
policy guidance.  
 
Commissioner Haynes explained that there are four benchmark cities used to compare Arlington 
with various considerations including but not limited to demographics, access, and other metrics, 
one of which is intentionally a “reach” city (St. Paul, MN) as it is ranked above Arlington in the 
Trust for Public Land City Park Score. National averages are used as a data point, and survey 
results are also considered.  
 
PRC Vice Chair Howell stated that smart growth will provide most of the growth within the 
corridor, which may create two classes of people within the County within the next two 
generations. We need to carve out spaces within the corridors for potential open spaces.  
Commissioner Haynes stated that the POPS assumption is that if someone lives within the 
corridor then distance to open spaces should be shorter (this includes access to structured 
athletic courts/fields and casual use open spaces) since the demand there is based on denser 
populations.  
 
Other Points of Discussion:  
 
I support recreational facilities having more green spaces throughout.  
 
The idea to provide design guidelines for developers is important, but the County cannot provide 
proffers (there is not a proffer system within the County).  Commissioner Haynes stated that the 
POPS process will provide a more extensive discussion on how to be creative with the tools that 
are currently at the County’s disposal.  
 
Benchmarking with a handicap, such as not having proffers, makes the point that other communities 
have tools that the County does not have at its disposal for creating new open space opportunities.  
 
It is an issue that the two largest dog parks in Arlington are within the RPAs. There should be 
considerations for more dog parks/runs within the County, especially with greater populations 
entering the County of people and pets/dogs.  
 
PRC Chair Ross stated that capacity utilization analysis for playing fields should be considered as 
part of the POPS process and other park planning processes, and asked if the Commission had an 
interest in asking staff to provide this.  There was no stated support for this at this point.   The 

POPS Committee has received guidance from the board to move ahead with a final POPS draft using 

the current LOS approach. Commissioner Haynes stated that the POPS analysis will provide a case 
study for developing capacity utilization analysis. Level of service is predicated primarily on 
population.  
 
Commissioner Banks stated that the analysis should specify that the County has a great parks 
system, but with thousands more people inhabiting the County by 2040 will require a greater 
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demand of casual use and programmed spaces. Commissioner Haynes stated that the synthetic 
turf field maintenance and conversions would provide for greater level of service without 
necessarily requiring the addition of new fields, because synthetic fields can be used more 
intensively.  
 
There are reasons for why our existing fields are not used when they could be (it could be a 
question of condition of fields, weather, scheduled activities, etc.). Synthetic fields and lights will 
help with some things, but not with all.  
 
Commissioner Haynes specified that opening the fields when they are not being programmed is 
an important change that the County has implemented to deal with the casual/programmed use 
issue.  
 
It was state that whatever LOS and capacity/utilization analysis is done, it should be done in a 
consistent manner.  
 
One question that arose was how do you have a conversation with the community when there are 
conflicting information points that are shared/presented?  Commissioner Haynes acknowledged 
that it is very difficult to reconcile this issue, and DPR staff has been helpful when receiving 
inquiries and responding to them.  Staff is available to talk with interested parties on data issues.   
 
The issue is that there are two different sets of data and there needs to be clarity to address which 
one is contextually accurate when moving forward. 
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Staff Report 
 
Invasive Plant Removal and Habitat Restoration Grants 
The County is developing a five-year plan to restore and maintain natural meadows along 
Washington &Old Dominion Trail.  The County has received a $140,000 grant through the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s “Pulling Together Initiative” to identify and remove 
invasive plants along the 45-mile Washington and Old Dominion (W&OD) trail. The grant amount 
will be utilized through October 2018.  An inventory of invasive plant species was completed in 
fall of 2017. Development of a five-year plan to manage target plants has begun with project 
partners. The plan will improve techniques and training to manage invasive plants along the W & 
OD Trail, and educate nearby homeowners in curbing nonnative plant use. Three pilot invasive 
plant removal projects will be completed as part of the grant with help from community 
volunteers.  The grant also supports Parks and Recreation’s development of a Partnership for 
Regional Invasive Species Management, which brings together local jurisdictions, state and 
federal agencies, nonprofits and for-profits to encourage community buy-in and support to stop 
the spread of invasive species while restoring natural habitats.   
 
The general concept of the recently awarded grant—removing invasive species—is not new. 
What is new, however, is the cooperative approach among several regional partners. These 
include the counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince William; cities of Alexandria and 
Falls Church; the towns of Herndon and Leesburg; the community of Reston; the Virginia 
Department of Forestry; the National Park Service; NOVA Parks; Dominion Energy; and 
nonprofits Master Naturalists, Earth Sangha and Friends of the W&OD. 
 
The County also received a grant of $9,657.00 through the Virginia Department of Forestry’s 
Trees for Clean Water Program for Four Mile Run Restoration Program. This program is designed 
to restore 3.9 acres of riparian buffer along Four Mile Run in Bluemont and Benjamin Banneker 
Parks. The project will include planting 1,073 tree and shrub seedlings in areas that have been 
treated for invasive plant species using chemical and mechanical methods.  Arlington County will 
host community planting events and install deer protection around installed woody plant 
seedlings. This project will lead to improvements in water quality and ecosystem health. 
 
Also:    County staff is involved in the formation of the NCR-PRISM (National Capital Region 
Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management) based in the DC area as part of the 
steering committee. This regional, multijurisdictional group will work to manage invasive species 
of all types, not just plants. It will spearhead using EDRR (Early Detection, Rapid Response) to 
deal with newly discovered invasive organisms before they can become bigger ecological threats. 
Staff was involved in developing an EDRR project under the auspices of the Department of 
Interior’s National Invasive Species Council called Invader Detectives, which will be test piloted 
locally in the DC area before hopefully going nationwide. 

 
Native Plant Nursery Improvements and Expansion 
Arlington County’s native plant nursery, which helps provide native plant propagation from 
locally obtained sources for habitat restoration, will be expanded and an irrigation system 
installed. The greenhouse will also undergo some repairs and irrigation improvements. These 
additions will hopefully help expand native plant production for habitat restoration work, 
including some locally rare or extirpated species. 
 
Fairlington Park Project 
Staff is working with Purchasing to obtain a purchase order for the contractor and will be 
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scheduling a pre-construction meeting within the next couple of weeks. Staff does not anticipate 
mobilization to the site until later next month. 

 
Gunston Diamond Field Synthetic Turf  
The work is almost completed for the 100% construction documents, and the next step is to go 
out to bid sometime next month. 

 
Gunston Bubble 
Staff is currently waiting for proposal from contractor to replace synthetic turf and rink. 

 
Urban Forestry Office Updates 

1. Urban Forestry (UF) is still working to clean up from the storm in early March. While staff 
is almost entirely caught up, more requests are coming in for work. The UF unit worked 
with other crews on at least 190 calls, and over 145 trees down. The UF tree planting 
coordinator has started looking at places to replace many of these losses. 

 
2. Notable trees will be presented at the April 2018 County Board meeting during the 

County Board Chair’s notes.   
 

3. DPR Forestry Section Supervisor, Vincent Verweij is working with the Parks Planning 
Division (PDD) staff on Glencarlyn Park, Nelly Custis Park, Nauck Square, Lubber Run 
Community Center, Long Bridge Park Aquatic Center, Benjamin Banneker Park, and the 
Powhatan Springs Skate Park, among other approved parks. 

 
4. The Urban Forester candidates are being interviewed, and staff hopes to have a selection 

before the end of this month. 
 
4MRV 
A County Board work session occurred on February 20th discussing various topics associated with 
the upcoming consideration of the 4MRV Area Plan and Park Master Plan Policy Framework (to 
be advertised to the County Board in April 2018 and considered for action in May 2018). During 
this work session, the County Board directed the creation of a new subcommittee of the Working 
Group to review siting, orientation, design, and other park element considerations for the new 
Jennie Dean Park plan. The Jennie Dean Park Committee was assigned to review these 
considerations, provide a report back to the Working Group and present their findings by the end 
of March 2018.  

 
The Committee met on three (3) separate occasions (all were public meetings) and were 
scheduled to report back to the Working Group on March 21st.  However, a snow storm cancelled 
all County activities on this day, and the Working Group meeting was cancelled.  Another 
Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 5th at 7 p.m. (Courthouse Plaza, Azalea 
Room). The Jennie Dean Park Committee will present their findings to the overall Working Group 
during a meeting in mid-April 2018, before advertisement of the Policy Framework to the County 
Board.  To view the Jennie Dean Park Committee Report and their new proposed park concepts 
for Jennie Dean Park visit the following webpage: https://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-
studies/four-mile-run-valley/4mrv-meeting-documents/.  

 
RHP+ 
The Penzance design has submitted construction drawings for the 1555 Wilson Boulevard site 
plan project (originally approved by the County Board in February 2017). DPR’s design team has 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/four-mile-run-valley/4mrv-meeting-documents/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/four-mile-run-valley/4mrv-meeting-documents/
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developed two conceptual designs for the playground to be relocated to the APAH Queens Court 
Site, temporally known as the 18th Street North Park. An online feedback opportunity to gather 
input about the conceptual designs will start at the beginning of April and a community meeting 
will be held at the end of April or the beginning of May to present the options and gather 
feedback. Based on the feedback from the community engagement, a final concept will be 
prepared and presented to the PRC in June or July 2018.    

 
Nelly Custis Park 
The preferred design concept chosen by the DWG (Design Working Group) was presented to the 
Civic Association meeting on Wednesday, November 8th. The project was approved by the Civic 
Association. The plans have been submitted to DES for Land Disturbing Activity (LDA) permitting. 
The permitting phase is projected to last three months. After the LDA permit is obtained, the 
project is anticipated to go out to bid. 
 
Henry Clay Park Renovation 
The first community meeting occurred on February 28th and all the information is on the project 
webpage: https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/henry-clay-park-renovation/  

 
Long Bridge Park – Field #3 Replacement  
Staff is waiting to obtain purchase order for the work and anticipates construction to begin within 
the next 3-4 weeks. 

 
Fleet Elementary School (NES @ Thomas Jefferson) 
Waterproofing of the garage foundation walls is ongoing. The waterproofing material is being 
attached to the steel & wood structure supporting the excavation, which will remain in place 
serving as the formwork for the outside wall of the garage foundation when the concrete walls 
are poured. Footing and foundation installation at the lowest level of the garage excavation is in 
full swing. Concrete construction of the 2-level underground garage will be ongoing for 
approximately 3 months. To expedite installation of footings and foundations, a mobile crane has 
been set up within the excavation to transport reinforcing bar, concrete formwork, and the 
concrete itself to various locations within the building footprint as needed.  

 
Construction of improvements to the west side sidewalk at S. Old Glebe Rd have just recently 
commenced with the setting of 2 new curb inlet structures at the northern end of the street. This 
work will be ongoing well into the month of March. The goal of the sidewalk improvements is to 
provide a clear 4-foot-wide path on the west side sidewalk from the 1st Road South intersection to 
the northernmost extent of the project. 

 
Oakgrove Park Playground – NC Project 
The 2-5-year-old play area is 100% complete. The 5-12-year-old area is 100% complete, awaiting 
the third party CPSI report.  Playworld has completed the corrections to the 5-12-year-old play 
structure.  Playworld still needs to add bolts to the landing top of net climber.  Bio-retention area 
is complete.  Boardwalk is complete.  Water Fountain fully installed.  Pavilion roof and downspout 
is complete.  Majority of punch list items are complete, exception to the fence at the bio-retention 
and railing, asphalt trail and final grading.  The CPSI audit received and the safety findings have 
been corrected.  Contractor expected to return on March 27-30, 2018 to complete the fence at the 
bio-retention and the railing at the path.  Project about 98% overall complete. Started 3nd 
Quarter – End Date Extended to 1st Quarter 2018.  (Opening date planning for end of March, 
however may be Early April pending completion of the fence and rail installation). 

 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/henry-clay-park-renovation/
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Greenbrier Park/Yorktown High School 
Tennis court outer fence at south end is being revisited since the fence showed signs of bowing 
after the March wind storm.  The final Certificate of Occupancy has not been granted. 

 
Change in Land Classification Request for McCoy Park and Benjamin Banneker Park  
DPR has two Change of Land Classification applications undergoing review for McCoy Park and 
Benjamin Banneker Park.  This action is necessary to reconcile the Zoning Map, General Land Use 
Plan (GLUP) and the Public Space Master Plan to reflect the public use of these two parks.  These 
requests will change both parks to S3-A zoning and GLUP designation to “Public.”.  The County 
Board must approve the changes.   

 
Next Steps: 

 
• April 25 – Long Range Planning Commission review of change in land classification 

requests.  
 

• May 19 – County Board will consider the request to advertise the land classification 
changes. 

 
• June 16 – County Board will consider action to change the land classifications for both 

parks.    
 
Reeves Farmhouse – Landscape Modification Project   

• At their April 4th meeting, HALRB will consider an amendment to the Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the landscape modifications they approved on May 17, 2017.  The 
changes staff submitted for approval are for minor modifications to the parking pad 
design. 

 
• Construction of the landscape modifications will proceed as soon as the plans are 

permitted. 
 

• Staff is developing the perpetual historic preservation easement, drafting the 
performance contract to verify purchasers have the financial and technical means to 
renovate the Farmhouse, and finalizing the land survey.   

 
• The actions necessary to record the Unified Residential Development plat, approved by 

the County Board in September 2015, will be completed by September 2018.   
 

Madison Manor Park Rehabilitation 
Staff held the last of three working group meetings to discuss the playground on Saturday, 
February 17th. Staff presented the final concepts drawing for the playground design featuring 
nature themed, age separated play areas and preservation of existing trees. The working group 
members were enthusiastic about the concepts and offered minor suggestions for moving 
forward. Staff will hold a second community meeting on April 12th to present the final concept for 
the playground and refined concepts for the whole park to the whole community. 
 
APS Reed Elementary School Expansion 
Presentation of the preferred building concept, “Integrated scheme,” to the School Board as an 
information item on March 22nd. School Board will consider approval of a concept scheme on 
April 5th.   
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Crystal Square Block Plan/1770 Crystal Drive 
JBG has submitted for County review a Crystal City Block Plan and concurrent 4.1 Site Plan called 
1770 Crystal Drive.  Two Long Range Planning Committee meeting and three Site Plan Review 
Commission meetings have been held to review the application. Additionally, an online feedback 
form began on March 19th and will be open through March 28th to gather input on the future open 
space and the applicant’s inclusion of a corner retail building. The final LRPC will be held on April 
2nd and the final SPRC will be held on April 4th.  

 
New Secondary School at Wilson 
Completed and ongoing tasks: 

• Below grade waterproofing ongoing. 
• Concrete footings and foundation walls ongoing. 
• Erection of elevator core walls ongoing. 
• Installation of below grade utilities ongoing. 
• Installation of first section of concrete slab on grade at B2 level. 
• Major structural steel in fabrication. 
• Curtainwall material released for fabrication. 
• Removal of trees along Wilson Blvd. 

 
Construction activities next month: 

• Delivery and start of erection of structural steel framing. 
• Continue installation of foundation walls and concrete slab on grade at G1 level. 
• Full building permit will be issued.  

 
Red Cross Site Plan (4333 Arlington Boulevard)  
The County Board will consider this site plan at their April 21st meeting.   
 
Bluemont Trail Connection 
Civil Engineering Plans (CEP) and LDA permits for the trail/sidewalk connection were approved 
by DES.  Construction of the connecting sidewalk/trail is anticipated for 2nd quarter 2018. 
Invasive plant management for the first year is complete. Celandine treatment will take place in 
early April, and the first summer treatment is scheduled for late May with an additional treatment 
in late August. Updated before and after invasive plant removal photos have been posted online. A 
first phase of planting will take place in Spring 2018. 

 
Lucky Run/Allie Freed  
Invasive plant treatment for calendar year 2017 is complete.  Invasive plant treatment will 
resume with a projected Celandine treatment late March and a first summer treatment late 
May/early June. Tree planting for both Lucky Run and Allie Freed will take place Fall 2018.  
 
Powhatan Springs Skate Park 
Construction-Manager-at-Risk process underway. The Selection Advisory Committee has 
recommended contract negotiations with a preferred construction team to the Purchasing Agent. 
It is anticipated that the award of construction contract will go before the County Board at their 
May meeting for approval. Construction documents are nearing approval for land disturbance 
plan review.  A late summer construction start is anticipated with a late winter completion. 

 
Thomas Jefferson Synthetic Field 
Field Installation is 100%.  Project closed out. Waiting on general contractor to Call County 
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Engineer for final inspection to close out the building permit. 
 

Tyrol Hill Park – Phase IV 
Progress meeting was held this week. Monday and Friday were the only days’ work was done in 
the past week due to the snow event. Layout of main walkway at entrance and seat wall signage 
work continue. Completion date estimated to be in early May 2018.  The project is 65% complete.  

 
6600 and 6616 Benjamin Banneker Houses Demolition 
Minor asbestos reported on 6616 building in the window caulking. Work to start in mid-April 
2018 for removal. 6600 building will need to have asbestos removed as well. This work will also 
start in mid-April 2018.  

 
Long Bridge Park Aquatic Center 
Staff is currently reviewing basis of design. 

 
Stratford Park 
Formed and placed concrete for sidewalk and curbing in parking lot is now complete (minus 
pathway lights).  The installation of dugout roofing is also complete.  The plaza paver installation 
and preparation and layout for the asphalt path is ongoing.  The preparation and debris removal 
for the ballfield irrigation and sod installation is complete.  The preparation for irrigation 
installation is ongoing. The dugout bleachers have been installed.  Staff is currently beginning 
work on the preparation of concrete formwork for added batting cage and plaza entrance, as well 
as beginning the preparation work for asphalt paving at the park hill entrance, tennis court and 
parking lot area.  
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Commission Member Reports 
 

• 55+ (Andrea Walker) 
• DPR staff met w/Sr Adult Council on March 22nd to discuss proposed budget changes 

in travel program (contracted vs in-house bus services). Assurances made that 
quality/quantity of travel services would remain unchanged. 

• 55+ Fitness Day is May 11, 9-3P at Langston-Brown.  It is an opportunity to sample 
the many fitness programs offered by 55+. 

 
• APS (Jim Miekle) 
• Benjamin Banneker (Cynthia Krech) 
• Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn/Nereide Ellis) 

• The role and vision of bicycling in Arlington covers: pushes for versatility of travel 
during emergencies; desires a reduced environmental foot print; advocates for travel 
independence; address unsafe riding and driving behavior of all citizens; make 
bicycling a major mode of travel; manage trails for safety; manage bike network 
through collection of data; coordinate with others in the metropolitan area. 
 

• The cost of maintenance of bike trails is much less than roads and it uses much less 
space than parking for cars. 
 

• There is a wish for increased facilities, more and better trails, and increased 
infrastructure. 
 

• Increase public outreach at metro stations, farmers’ markets and shopping centers. 
 

• Budget/CIP (Duke Banks/Caroline Haynes) 
• Civic Federation (Jesse Boeding/Duke Banks)) 

• A reminder to all that the Civic Federation Banquet is on Friday, May 4th. The topic 
this year impacts parks and recreation going into future: “The Arlington Growth 
Express ---- is it on track or off the rails?”  
 
Speakers include: 

1. Alan Ehrenhalt, Former Executive Editor, Governing Magazine 
 

2. Michelle McDonough Winters, Executive Director at The Alliance for Housing 
Solutions 

 
3. Peter Rousselot, columnist of "Peter's Take" for the Arlington news blog, 

ARLnow.com. 
 
During our social hour, we will also feature Commissioner David Howell’s beautiful 
Arlington wildlife photos. To make reservation please click here: 
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eev37dde1d6e9dc
9&llr=zvmb9dwab. Note: Early Bird special until April 1 - $45. After that it is $55, 
with a penalty of $15 after April 20th.  
 

• Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 
• Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Caroline Haynes/Michael Grace) 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eev37dde1d6e9dc9&llr=zvmb9dwab
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eev37dde1d6e9dc9&llr=zvmb9dwab
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• The March 21 meeting was cancelled due to weather, and consequently the working 
group did not have an opportunity to discuss the report from the Jennie Dean Park 
Committee. Staff has proceeded with a series of commission and civic association 
briefings, based on the original staff framework documents, since the 4MRVWG has 
not had an opportunity to weigh in on the JDP report and revised options. 
Presumably both revised JDP options will be included in the request to advertise at 
the April 21 County Board meeting. JDP Committee report and summary by Sports 
Commission Chair Shirley Brothwell was previously circulated to PRC, but we will 
have an opportunity to discuss at Tuesday's PRC meeting. 
 

• Grants/Awards Committee 
- Bill Thomas Award (Duke Banks/Shruti Kuppa) 

 
• Joint Career Center Working Group (CCWG) (Cindy Krech) 

• On March 10, Staff made a presentation to the Arlington Career Center Working 
Group Committee about POPS. Discussion revolved around current data and use of 
fields. The presentation included use of fields and or flexible practice or play fields 
and courts. Roof top "playing fields /practice facilities was discussed and agreed to 
be a good source of use on top of parking garages. The school facility needs to be 
part of the community, serving the neighborhood and its residents not only in terms 
of education, but recreation (playgrounds, fields, gyms) and natural open space 
provided by trees and other landscaping.   

 
• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 

• The group has been reviewing the most recent projections on school population and 
the need for additional schools in coming years.  At the March meeting JFAC will be 
reviewing the options for plans for interim uses of the Buck Property, such as 
storage, parking, school trailers, and public safety offices.  Staff is initiating traffic 
and feasibility studies.  JFAC has also asked Bill to provide a summary of the 
considerations that went into the letter that PRC wrote concerning the Reed School 
design options.   
 

• Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech/Caroline Haynes) 
• Long Bridge Park (Shruti Kuppa] 
• Lubber Run Community Center (David Howell) 
• Madison Manor (Kirubel Fessesework) 
• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Haynes/ Ellis/Howell)] 

• Vincent Verweij, Urban Forest Manager, reported on the Tree Canopy Report. There 
has been quite a bit of feedback (including some we heard during public comment at 
the February PRC meeting) about the methodology of the study. Objections have 
focused on the report which shows the county staying about even on tree canopy 
coverage, versus the public perception that Arlington is rapidly losing trees and the 
associated tree canopy. There is evidence to show that the county has been successful 
in increasing tree planting and canopy on county land, offsetting trees lost on 
private property. Growth in trees since the last tree canopy study also accounts for 
some of the ability to hold even. Vincent noted that the study was completed by a 
consultant, Davey Trees, and consequently, the report itself will not be changed. The 
report, along with feedback and public comments, will help inform the update of the 
Urban Forest Master Plan (UFMP). Updates to both the Natural Resources 
Management Plan and the UFMP are slated to begin as soon as POPS is completed. 
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• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Jim Feaster) 

• The Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee did not meet in March. There is 
no change. The next round of voting for projects to be recommended to the County 
Board for funding will be in June. 
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC)  
- Reed School (Kevin Rachlin) 

APS will be moving forward with the integrated design concept and 
recommending it to the Board. 

 
• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Haynes) 

• A summary of County Board work session on POPS was circulated to PRC, but we will 
be discussing in more detail and next steps at the 3/27 PRC meeting. 
 

• Open Data Advisory Group (Nate Gould/Duke Banks) 
• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 

- 1770 Crystal Drive - Crystal Drive Block G  
The County continues to seek feedback on the proposal to add a corner retail 
building in the area where a privately owned, but county built-maintained 
park would be built.  The total open space square footage would remain 
essentially the same as envisioned in the Crystal City Sector Plan.  But the issue 
is would this structure enhance or detract from the outdoor experience for 
residents, commuters, and visitors.   Currently, there is no CIP funding planned 
for development of this park and there are other CIP priorities that the county 
needs to consider in a tight financial environment.   LRPC and SPRC meetings 
will take place and the PRC is scheduled to address a more detailed proposal in 
April.   
 

• Sports Commission (Steve Finn) 
• The Sports Commission met March 22, 2018.  The commission began with a 

discussion of APS' future plans for the career center site and what that meant for 
potential high school sports activities should that be the sites future use.  That 
discussion turned to a commission report on the underserved population and recent 
activities with the futsal program.  The commission heard a presentation from Robin 
Leonard, Ryan Amato, and Josh Colman, on the space issues with indoor sports.  
Similar to field issues, indoor recreational use space comes at a premium in 
Arlington.  The most significant impact on space is during the winter recreational 
basketball season.  The recreational basketball leagues have experienced steady 
growth of about 20% for a number of years and this is expected to continue into the 
future.  With the loss of use of some facilities, i.e., Barcroft to gymnastics and 
Arlington Mill (taking programs, such as ball hockey & indoor soccer, no longer held 
at Barcroft) space constraints will continue.  The sports programs continue to 
emphasize the availability of drop-in play notwithstanding the limits of indoor space 
available.  The meeting concluded with a discussion of the Jennie Dean Park 
Committee Report and the Aquatics Committee's letter to the County Board and 
participation in the budget work session. 
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
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• The Urban Forestry Commission met on Thursday, March 22. The agenda included 
an updated report on the Four Mile Run Valley planning status, which was the same 
presentation as PRC heard in our last meeting. UFC members also viewed and 
discussed the Tree Canopy Study findings on maps disaggregated by census block, a 
more detailed look at canopy changes. 

 
Other Notes on Commission Reports: 
 

• PRC Chair Ross mentioned highlighted with the Reed School process that the integrated 
option will be supported moving forward (which preserves most of the existing open 
space that is there today). 
 

• Commissioner Banks stated that there was a round robin session with the County 
Manager and Civic Federations, where DPR was given a lot of praise, but there were some 
discussions on trust and communications with the overall community.  
 

• Commissioner Haynes spoke in more detail about the City Nature Challenge. 
 

• Gerald Brandt (representing APS on behalf of Jim Meikle) provided more information on 
the Wakefield High School tree removal process.  

 
 
Other Business 
 
There was no other business discussed by the PRC.  
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:28 p.m. 

Next Meeting: April 24, 2018, 7:00 pm 


