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January 26, 2018 

 

The Honorable Katie Cristol, Chair 

Arlington County Board 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 

Arlington, VA  22201 

 

Subject: Urban Forestry Commission 2017 Annual Report and 2018 Work Plan 

 

Dear Chair Cristol: 

 

The Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) is pleased to submit this summary calendar year 2017 

report. UFC was an active advisor to the County Board on issues relating to Arlington’s urban 

forest and active in educating the public on a variety of issues related to trees.  The UFC met 

eleven times in 2017 and we have attached our 2018 Work Plan following this report.  

 

Tree Planting and Care Oversight 

 

The UFC was active again this year on what is perhaps its signature program, the Tree Canopy 

Fund.  This is a successful model of a public-private partnership that has facilitated the planting 

of over 5,500 trees on private property in Arlington since 2008.  In 2017, the UFC completed a 

review of these trees with assistance from Tree Stewards, Master Naturalists, and other 

volunteers, and 81% of trees planted by ACE contractors were found to be doing well.  The UFC 

committed to continue to work with the ACE on improving TCF Canopy Fund operations, 

including expanding maintenance grants, developing education grants, and improving tree 

planting processes. 

 

The UFC worked on many issues directly related to tree planting and maintenance. 

§ The UFC reviewed applications and the County Board awarded certificates and plaques 

for 10 Notable Trees. 

§ The UFC continued its tradition of participating in the annual Arbor Day celebration at a 

County elementary school.  This year’s program at Nottingham Elementary School was, 

as usual, a treat for all who attended. 

§ The UFC participated in the Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group. 

 

 

 

 

 



Planning and Development Support 

 

The UFC follows planning and development proposals that can affect mature trees and their 

canopy.  The UFC sent the County Board comments on a number of proposals, ranging from 

sector plans to proposed Arlington Public Schools and Parks & Recreation projects, including  

§ Wilson School Use Permit 

§ RPA Map Update 

§ Lubber Run Community Center 

§ South Bridge Park at Potomac Yards 

§ Accessory Dwelling Regulations 

The UFC is currently involved with several planning processes including the Four Mile Run 

Valley working group plan and the Planning Our Public Spaces (POPS) master plan. In addition, 

the UFC is briefed regularly on proposed park projects that may result in the loss of trees and 

works with staff to minimize such losses. 

 

The UFC was active in the County’s budget, capital improvement program, and state legislative 

recommendations in 2017.  The UFC continued to coordinate with the state legislature on tree 

preservation and maintenance issues, including the possibility of additional tree preservation 

requirements and invasive plant legislation. 

 

The UFC could not carry out its work without a great deal of assistance from County employees.  

The UFC is most indebted to Urban Forestry Manager Brian Keightley and Urban Forester 

Vincent Verweij.  Not only are they incredibly knowledgeable in their fields, but they are 

consistently willing to explain the intricacies of trees and county regulations to the 

Commissioners.  They are our partners in protecting the urban tree canopy. 

 

Sincerely, 

  
Nora Palmatier, Chair 

Urban Forestry Commission 

cc: Members, Arlington County Board      

 Members,PlanningCommission 

MarkSchwartz, ArlingtonCountyManager      

 JaneRudolph, Director, DepartmentofParksandRecreation   


