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Long Range Planning Committee, Meeting Summary  
January 29, 2018; 7 – 9:30 PM  
CHP, C/D 

Subject: Crystal City Sector Plan Block G 
PC Members in Attendance: Nancy Iacomini (Chair); Jane Siegel (Chair of Block G Review); James Schroll; 
Jim Lantelme; Elizabeth Gearin, David W. Ricks.  Staff in Attendance: Jennifer Smith, Kris Krider, Brett 
Wallace, Margaret Rhodes, Bee Buergler, Jeremy Smith, Diane Probus.  Members of the Public in 
Attendance: Taylor Lawch, Judy Freshman, Barbara Selfridge, Christer Ahl, Bill Ross, Natasha Atkins, 
Sheldon Palmer, Nick Cumings, Peggy Johnston, Chris Yarie, Andy Van Horn, Mendell Dodge, Tom Korns, 
Arthur Fox, Kedrick Whitmore, Chris Slatt, Jon Hensley, Bill Braswell, Mike Nicolaus, Clyde McGraw, 
Tanya Speckmann, Evan Hathaway, Sheldon Johnson, Scott Delgado, Brooke Hartman, Mary Yagi, 
Victoria Coates, Rob Mandle. 
 

 
The Chair for this item, Jane Siegel, shared her opening remarks regarding the review process for Block 
G.  Staff member Margaret Rhodes presented background information on Crystal City Block Plans and 
staff member Brett Wallace then presented information on the guidance of the Crystal City Sector Plan 
and how the proposal deviates from its recommendations.  Next, the applicant presented an overview 
of its proposal.  The following questions and comments were raised during the meeting: 

 
Some questions were raised regarding the timing and process for the new METRO entrance.  Would the 
public be involved? How is handicap egress achieved if there is a power outage and the elevator is not 
functioning?  Are there examples of Metro entrances inside buildings?   
 
One comment was that the freestanding elevators in Ballston are not problematic. 
  
One question was about the open space and circulation.  What is the status of Central Park? How will it 
be delivered? What will the pedestrian experience be along Clark-Bell Street? 
 
One request was for a cross-section of Block G. 
 
Another request was for visuals of the existing conditions where the open space would be. 
 
One commissioner asked if the size of the Metro “plaza” area is fixed. 
 
Another request was for an alternative scenario for the open space without the proposed corner 
building.   
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One commissioner asked who will pay for the design/construction/maintenance of the open space.  
What would the timing be for the funding and construction of this park? 
  
Another commissioner asked for the square footage of the green space, corner building footprint, etc..  
 
One attendee asked about pedestrian and vehicular circulation along 18th Street and Clark-Bell. 
  
One commissioner wanted to discuss how the proposal will or will not preclude what could be done in 
the future in terms of the open space. 
 
Another commissioner said that there is a presumption that the park will be market-oriented based on 
the sector plan’s guidance.   
 
An attendee suggested that the design of the corner building is interesting, but that it significantly 
changes the character of what was outlined in the sector plan. 
  
One commissioner asked about the two office buildings adjacent to 1770 Crystal Drive. Will they remain 
long-term?  What should we assume?  What will the ultimate use mix be?  Whether the buildings have 
an office or residential use impacts the entire space. 
  
Another question was about the timing for the proposed new VRE station. 
  
One attendee asked what the corner building would look like when traveling north from 18th Street.  A 
commissioner responded that specific renderings are appropriate for the SPRC process, not the LRPC 
process, which is meant to focus on big picture land use questions.  The applicant’s visuals should be 
massing images, as opposed to full renderings. 
 
One attendee asked to what extent the community’s desired amenities and features are being provided. 
  
One commissioner asked if it would be possible to have mature trees in the open space given the 
underground uses.  
 
 
 
 
 

 


