
     

Arlington County Tenant-Landlord Commission Meeting 

Meeting Notes – October 11, 2017 

Commissioners present: Chair, Kendon Krause, Kirit Mookerjee, Kellen MacBeth, Charlyn Stanberry, Kristin Clegg. 

Public Comment: Mr. Alexandr Belinskiy – Brought an analysis of comparison of incomes, vehicles and distance 
from metro rail stations in the County. His comment relates to the County’s policy on the reduction of the number of 
parking spaces proposed for multi-family housing units with affordable units. He surmised that people with low 
incomes live further away from metro stations, and would require vehicles. Presentation highlighted the number of 
vehicles and distance from metro. Parking minimums proposed should be reconsidered. Chair, Krause – 
acknowledge his observation and advised him to bring his concerns to a Commission such as the Transportation 
Commission. 

 Betis Sorto-Sanchez, a representative from BU-GATA, expressed concerns about the by–right relocation taking 
place at Dominion Arms where tenants have received two month notices to vacate and specifically the potential 
impact on families with school aged children. In addition, there are commercial leases and questioned whether two- 
month notices were applicable to these businesses as well. Commissioner, Klegg, responded that commercial leases 
are generally much different and often longer in duration.  

Introductions: New Commission member Charlyn Stanberry was introduced. She represents Public Interest. 

David Cristeal, Housing Director was present and briefly described the Housing Division’s Affordable Housing 
Initiative – Accessory Dwellings which may become on site rental units; also the MARKS study which relates to 
preservation of MARKs units, both policies aim at increasing availability of affordable units and are pending Board 
consideration. He invited Commission members to attend to the remaining Affordable Housing Month activities 
including the Housing Trivia and tour of Union-on-Queen Apartments, citing this as a good example of the mix of 
market rate and affordable housing units, utilizing Low Income Housing Tax Credits.   

Approval of Minutes – A few minor corrections were noted after which Commissioner MacBeth moved to approve 
the minutes, which was seconded by Commissioner Stanberry. 

Current Business 

Jorge Laura, Outreach Coordinator, Housing Division presented information to the Commission about the many 
educational programs, workshops, and seminars that he brings to the affordable housing rental community. He 
explained how he interfaces with the Code Enforcement Division and provided information on the upcoming Health 
and Housing Fair – October 14 and invited Commissioners to attend. 

 Relocation Guidelines Review – A sub-committee chaired by Kendon Krause, Chair of the Tenant-Landlord 
Commission met over the summer and reviewed the Relocation Guidelines. Staff, Hector Mercado, gave a 
presentation that focused on the proposed changes to the guidelines, which were summarized in a matrix (handout 
provided). The changes proposed were in the areas of Administration, Timeline, Payments and Procedures.  After 
some discussion and questions, Chair, Krause suggested that Commissioners take time to review the proposed 
changes to the guidelines and matrix and share comments before the next meeting. Commissioner MacBeth said 
that he had questions about the policy. He questioned whether the TAF Policy related to the Relocation Guidelines 
and if so, should there be consistency in the language in both documents. Hector Mercado offered to meet with him 
to discuss and clarify any questions. Mr. Belinskiy thanked the Working Group for considering his comments and 
brought up a somewhat related tool (proposed) identified in the Implementation Framework of the Affordable Housing 



Master Plan. He suggested that the relocation hardship fund recommendation be considered within the context of this 
discussion on the relocation Guidelines. He was advised to send an email to the Commission for consideration. 

Chair’s Report – none.  

Commissioner MacBeth would be attending a roundtable to discuss with the County Manager to discuss the FY2019 
budget. There were questions about the Commissions’ participation in County events as a way to become more 
visible to the public; this will be revisited in the future. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 


