
DRAFT 

Arlington County Tenant Landlord Commission 

Meeting Notes July 12, 2017 

Commissioners present: Kendon Krause (Chair), Zachary Butler, Kristen Clegg, Kirit Mookerjee, Mary 

Rouleau (by phone) Catherine Burke, Michael Campbell. 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Public Comment:  

1. Giselle Velasquez -  tenant complaint about the length of time taken by property manager at 

Ballston Park apartment complex to renew lease and misplacement of documents leading to 

concern about being on a month-to-month lease. Commissioners advised Ms. Velasquez to be 

patient especially if recertification is necessary, also advised to put requests in writing and retain 

copies of all documents and correspondence with the Management company.  

2. Aleksandr Belinskiy – provided a chart showing a comparison of Average Median Incomes (AMI), 

average rents and MARKS for households (1 and 2 persons) throughout the County to highlight 

the point of rent burden at various income levels and also for consideration in assessing TAF 

allocation.  

3. Kimbel Fessesework -  expressed concern about the manner in which the renovations and 

relocations are taking place at Clarendon Courts, he cited a delay of more than almost two years. 

Change in relocation coordinator at the project and delay in funding may contribute to additional 

delays in implementation. Hector Mercado, staff follow up and advise Kimbel and the 

Commission with an update on the Relocation Plan.  

Approval of minutes – move to approve by Catherine Burke and seconded by Michael Campbell. 

Current Business: 

1. 2018 Legislative Priorities – there was discussion among Commissions on several issues:  

 The need to have better data collection on what affects tenants to better influence decisions  

 Mediation if affected by budget cuts, should be reinstated 

 Ensure VHDA is adequately funded with resources needed for Statewide tenant-landlord 

education, to include programs to support landlords, leasing agents, and  service providers 

 Greater local autonomy and clarity for Arlington, because it is an urban County 

 Security deposits shown as an example of when local ordinances maybe more restrictive than 

State law 

 Statutes related to domestic violence  

 If legislation is passed that requests more information requiring more documentation for legal 

status, will complicate current requirements. 

Chair will send out notes to the Commissioners to get feedback before finalizing a response. 

2. New VA Laws – discussion led by Commissioner Burke. Modifications and clarifications provided to 

sections of VRLTA law including applicability to all tenancies, but allowance for small landlords to opt out 

if they own less than two single-family residences; other areas including security deposits, pest control, 



tenant’s right to inspection; short-term rentals registry. There was discussion and questions with regard 

to how these changes would be shared with tenants and small landlords, in particular.  

3. County Fair Participation – There were suggestions for how to communicate information about the 

Commission at the Fair, and discussion about what helpful handout can be provided; using the Fair as an 

opportunity to survey residents on how and/or what is needed to improve tenant/landlord relationship. 

Suggestions on having the Commission meeting in the community and other outreach efforts. Decision: 

Chair, Krause will send email inviting Commissioners to sign up participate with the Housing Division in 

the County Fair.  

Reports  

Chair  – Chair, Krause informed the meeting of the deliberation of the Relocation sub-committee’s first 

meeting held on June 20, 2017. Next steps – staff to create a timeline of the process including triggers, 

consult with other actors including Bill Ross former Commission Chair for clarification. Immigration issues 

if T-L Commission should help to get information out to tenants. It was agreed that this is better left to 

other agencies such as the Police.  

TAF projects – Berkeley and Fisher House. Eric Timar to advise whether both projects could be handled 

together.   

Staff  

 Hector Mercado informed the meeting of progress on the Berkeley relocation project- 120 day 

notices issued to tenants. One-on one meetings taking place with tenants to assess status. 

Updates to relocation plan to address definitions required by VHDA and new contact information.  

Culpepper Gardens relocations to begin, tenant meeting taking place on 7/14. Clarendon Court  

representatives to be invited to the next Commission meeting to give an update.  

 Calls report – Report provided for the Fiscal year. It was suggested that information on “pest 

control” be separated to provide more information. Staff can provide more information as 

needed. Chair, Krause will send email to other Commissioners to get feedback on other areas. 

 Rolda Nedd provided a report of the Shelton tenant meeting held on June 27,2017. There are still 

ongoing issues however, AHC continues to take measures to address security issues and other 

tenant complaints and to partner with other community service providers to bring programs to 

the residents. 

      Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 


