
 

 
HOUSING COMMISSION 

 
APPROVED MEETING NOTES – June 8, 2017 

Attendance 

 Present  Present 
Berkey, Eric Y       Lederer, John - 
Brescia, Eric - Withers, Larry Y 
Borthwick, Russell Y   
Blank, Rolf Y Staff:  
Bray, Holly Y Franklin, Joel Y 

     Browne, Paul - Planning Comm. Liaison:  
     Certosimo, Jeff -       Hughes, Stephen - 
     de Ferranti, Matt Y   
     Desai-Seltzer, Khyati Y Disability Advisory Comm Liason  
     Gee, Evelyn Y        Ray, Doris Y 

Hogan, Alice Y   
 
Held in:  Courthouse Plaza, 2100 Clarendon Blvd, Room 311 
 
Other Staff Present:  Maureen Markham, Melissa Cohen and Yoomie Ahn of the Housing Division, 
Department of Community Planning, Housing and Development (CPHD) 
 
The Chair, Holly Bray, called the meeting to order. 
 
Approval of Notes 
Holly Bray moved approval of the May 11, 2017 notes, Eric Berkey seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
MIPAP and HIP Program Guidelines 
 
This item was deferred. 
 
Colonial Village West 
 
Staff Presentation 
AHC Inc. is requesting up to $75,000 in HOME CHDO funds for replacement of roofs at the Colonial 
Village West (CVW) Apartments. The County Board will hear this item in July 2017. These funds must 
be under contract by August 31, 2017 to avoid recapture of funds by HUD. AHC will return for an 
additional allocation of funds for a full renovation of the property at a later date. Closing on the 
consolidated financing package would occur in early 2018 with construction beginning shortly after 
that.  
 
Commission Questions and Discussion 
Russell Borthwick asked what the historical significance of the building is and Maureen Markham 
said that it is the architecture and surrounding area is designated as historic.  Russell Borthwick 
asked where the rest of the money is coming from and Maureen Markham indicated that there are 
some HOME funds left, but we don't need to allocate them yet.  Matt de Ferranti asked if everything 
there is Colonial Village or is some of that market rate and Maureen Markham answered that there 
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are a number of different owners and some are market rate units.  Alice Hogan asked if the funding 
for phase two already exists and if there is enough.  Maureen Markham said that it is a pretty small 
ask, around $2 million.  Alice Hogan asked if the phases are distinct projects if one doesn't happen 
can you do just one and Maureen Markham said that they are not conceptualized that way but you 
could just do the roof.  Matt de Ferranti asked if this money is allocate or lose and Maureen 
Markham said that is correct.  Eric Berkey asked when the CAFS expire and Maureen Markham 
answered that it was soon.  Eric Berkey asked if we will then get another 15 years and Maureen 
Markham said that we will probably get more, like 30 years.  Alice Hogan asked why 30 and not more 
and Maureen Markham indicated that we could ask for more.  Holly Bray asked why this is a grant 
and Maureen Markham said it is a grant because of the small amount of money and the short 
timeframe because the loan documents would add additional time.  She added that when we 
finance the next phase it will be a loan and will get into the terms.   
 
The Commission advises the County Board to allocate $73,180 of federal HOME Investment 
Partnerships Program (HOME) funds to support AHC, Inc., with financing the preservation and 
renovation of Colonial Village West Apartments, a 70-unit affordable housing complex. The financing 
assistance will be in the form of a grant. The Commission vote on the motion was unanimous.  
Members in favor are Mr. Berkey, Mr. Blank, Mr. Borthwick, Ms. Bray, Mr. de Ferranti, Ms. Desai-
Seltzer, Ms. Gee, Ms. Hogan, and Mr. Withers. 
 
Broadband Initiatives 
 
Staff Presentation 
Digital Connectivity is a vital part of everyday life used to pay bills, complete homework, schedule 
appointments, locate jobs, access healthcare information, etc.  Some low income residents cannot 
afford to pay for internet service or can only afford low speed service with limited data caps.  The gulf 
between those who have ready access to quality internet access digital devices and those who do 
not is known as the “Digital Divide”.  Some low-income children may lack access to computers/high-
speed internet service in their home and may have difficulty completing homework (the homework 
gap).   
 
A digital divide resolution would emphasize County commitment to bridging the Digital Divide and 
declares high-speed internet is essential to 21st Century infrastructure in a digital world and global 
economy.  It could have language in it that would support efforts in schools, universities, business 
partners, non-profit entities and County departments to improve resident’s access to digital tools and 
internet access at home, school and work and encourages innovative technology solutions and 
cooperative agreements with for-profit and non-profit entities to help bridge the digital divide. It 
would be at the discretion of the Housing Commission to edit or draft a resolution and it would not be 
part of a staff recommendation. The demonstration project at Arlington mill will leverage existing 
assets/partnerships to provide free broadband internet to residents of Arlington Mill by utilizing 
available “dark fiber” from ConnectArlington.  It will explore a cooperative effort with APAH and 
commercial providers including Wi-Fiber and Atlantech Online.  Staff are currently discussing options 
for technical aspects of how to implement and will come back to the Commission at a future date. 
 
Commission Questions and Discussion 
Rolf Blank said that he thought there was an effort to provide Wi-Fi throughout parts of Arlington, for 
example in Ballston.  Joe Webster said that the Ballston business improvement district was 
responsible for pushing this and gets a portion of tax revenue and are about place making, making it 
more attractive for business.  He said that they wanted to provide Wi-Fi for around its buildings and 
that was a separate initiative.  Jack Belcher said that it gets tricky because Comcast and Verizon is in 
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business to provide Wi-Fi.  Eric Berkey asked who is paying for what.  Joe Webster said that the 
private contribution is north of $10,000 per month, equipment is up to $45,000 and they will be 
providing support to APAH residents.  Jack Belcher said that they want to do it to get access to the 
County’s dark fiber and that they see it as a business opportunity.  Rolf Blank asked if there is some 
kind of measure for success.  Caitlin Hutchinson from DHS said that they are already tracking a lot of 
these things already and that it is a huge benefit for job employment and placement through job 
search and a huge benefit to learning for school children.  It also helps with public health for people 
not needing to go to the emergency room.  APAH said that about half of residents at Arlington Mill 
have Internet access.  Joe Webster said that he agrees that this doesn't solve all the issues, there 
will need to be a whole package of things that are provided.  Jack Belcher said that most everyone 
has a device now, but they don't have the connectivity.  Eric Berkey said that he thinks it is a good 
idea in general and that there needs to be training and ways to measure effectiveness and ensure 
that it is being used correctly.  Khyati Desai-Seltzer said that in one of their communities they have 
the kids teaching the parents on how to use the technology in their native language and she 
suggested doing a pre and post survey to see what the benefits have been.   
 
Holly Bray asked where the resolution would come from and Joe Webster said that would come 
forward through the Housing Commission if they decide to create or edit a resolution.  Holly Bray 
asked what the timeline is for this Arlington mill.  Melissa Cohen said that they are looking at the first 
half of the school year to go to County Board and that staff will come back to you for action on the 
pilot.  Rolf Blank said that the individual approach of Arlington Mill should be articulated in the 
resolution.  Holly Bray said that we need to define the problem to see how much of a divide we have, 
we should poll the developers to see what they are providing.  Melissa Cohen said that staff will 
reach out to see what the internet usage is.  Alice Hogan said that half of the residents have internet 
and they are paying those high fees monthly while they are barely making it by.  She added that just 
because the kid has a device, they need that for homework and it doesn't mean that the parents will 
have time to use it.  The resolution should mention why this is empowering to CAF residents.  Matt de 
Ferranti said that he thinks it would be good to have a whereas in the resolution for Arlington mill 
and that it should go to the Economic Development commission to talk about the economic benefits. 
 Alice Hogan said that she feels that internet access is a good equity issue and the decision on 
school aged devices can be made after that, feel that this is a broader issue.  Doris Ray would like to 
know what will they will be providing as far as speech recognition and compatibility for the devices. 
 Alice Hogan said that is a good point because there is a wing there for supportive housing and may 
have more persons with special needs. 
 
New Business 
Matt de Ferranti reported on the work that the Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (“JFAC”) is doing 
to analyze the County’s decisions with respect to the Buck Property and the Virginia Hospital Center’s 
properties on Carlin Springs Road.  He added that affordable housing is important and if there are 
extra funds that it should go for affordable housing and that it would be good to write a letter to the 
board that excess money go to AHIF or go for the land in that space.  He also mentioned that the 
letter could touch on the geographic distribution goal and Alice Hogan said to reference the 
Affordable Housing Master Plan with regards to planning processes.   
 
The Housing Commission advises the County Board that the Carlin Springs and Buck Properties are 
prime candidates to be included in the discussion of integrating affordable housing goals with the 
County’s planning efforts.  We recommend that: a) the land swaps lead to land specifically set aside 
for affordable housing; or b) any funds generated by land swaps be immediately allocated to the 
Affordable Housing Investment Fund (“AHIF”). 
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The Commission vote on the motion to include affordable housing on these properties was 
unanimous.  Members in favor are Mr. Berkey, Mr. Blank, Mr. Borthwick, Ms. Bray, Mr. de Ferranti, 
Ms. Desai-Seltzer, Ms. Gee, Ms. Hogan, and Mr. Withers. 
 
Maureen Markham said that this presentation is information regarding a proposed interest rate 
reduction on two APAH properties in the portfolio – Leckey Gardens and Parc Rosslyn. The actions 
look to ensure that the properties remain financially strong and viable over the long term. The 
proposal for the Leckey Garden AHIF Loan would be to subordinate to a new first trust loan and 
reduce the interest rate from 3.5% to 1% and that would be retroactive to January, 2017.  For the 
Parc Rosslyn proposal it would reduce interest rate on both loans from 4% to 1% and would enhance 
the chances of securing VHDA interest forgiveness. 
 
Alice Hogan said that she would like to explore the idea of mixed income building, is it a good 
investment and is it needed for a mixed community.  Russell Borthwick asked what the County would 
get and Eric Berkey answered that isn't the concession that we would get a more stable project. Alice 
Hogan asked if the loan would start again or would it just lower the interest rate and Maureen 
Markham said that they haven’t discussed that but did note that we aren't making any loans at 4% 
anymore.  Alice Hogan would like staff to look at the health of other mixed income properties. 
 
 


