
From: Maurine  
Date: Thursday, May 25, 2017 at 8:49 AM 
To: "countyboard@arlingtonva.us" <countyboard@arlingtonva.us>, "School Board, Arlington Public 
Schools" <school.board@apsva.us>, Nancy Van Doren <nancy.vandoren@apsva.us>, Reid Goldstein 
<reid.goldstein@apsva.us>, "Lander, James" <james.lander@apsva.us>, "Talento, Tannia" 
<tannia.talento@apsva.us>, "Kanninen, Barbara" <barbara.kanninen@apsva.us>, Engage 
<engage@apsva.us>, Jay Fisette <jfisette@arlingtonva.us>, "kcristol@arlingtonva.us" 
<kcristol@arlingtonva.us>, "jvihstadt@arlingtonva.us" <jvihstadt@arlingtonva.us>, 
"cdorsey@arlingtonva.us" <cdorsey@arlingtonva.us>, Libby Garvey <lgarvey@arlingtonva.us>, Pat 
Murphy <superintendent@apsva.us> 
Subject: JFAC forgot Schools! Please help! 
  
Dear Members of the Arlington County Board and School Board,  
  
I was very optimistic when you launched the Joint Facilities Advisory Commission to address the 
joint needs of both county and schools. After last night's JFAC meeting, I am deeply concerned that 
the JFAC is not addressing school needs. 
  
I attended the JFAC bus tour of properties, as well as a community input roundtable (as did many of 
my friends). Schools were a clearly communicated by many people in the community - and we 
trusted the JFAC to add schools as a key priority in their planning.  
  
I was shocked to see that the JFAC results from last night had no major schools initiatives listed as 
potential uses. The VHC land as swing space is a "check the box" for schools without truly taking 
into account the real need the county has for land for schools.  
  
The school system is expected to grow to 40,000 students (from the current 27,000) in the 
foreseeable future. The projected school growth is not a "bubble" like in the 70's. In that era, 
student population declined due to a major Base Realignment and Closure action, as well as women 
delaying having children as birth control pills became readily available. 
  
I have also heard that the JFAC indicates APS and our School Board did not request school space, 
but that is simply not true. The former Chair of the School Board, Dr. Emma Violand-Sanchez, wrote 
a letter to County Board Chair Garvey on June 29, 2016 requesting space for schools. An excerpt 
from her letter: 
  
"As discussed in our joint work sessions, we would like to ask that several sites, such as the Buck 
Property, Virginia Hospital Center at Carlin Springs, and Aurora Highlands, be considered for joint 
Schools/County use. We would also like to be kept abreast of other sites that are owned by the 
County or made available to Arlington for consideration for school use." 

  
Please ensure that the JFAC is made aware of this formal request. I also ask that both County and 
School Board Members personally reach out to the JFAC to let them know that you expect schools to 
be one of the uses in their recommendations. If the JFAC does not include schools immediately, 
please disband this commission for not upholding its mission of considering school needs, as well 
as county needs. We don't need more commissions that are working in silos. 
  
Overall, many of us have serious concerns with the structure of our many commissions and the 
breakdown in the "Arlington Way". The Arlington Way needs to evolve to accommodate dual-
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working families, workers who work longer hours than in the 1960s/70s, people who travel for 
work, parents with childcare needs who cannot attend board and commission meetings. You are 
not providing enough opportunities for people to virtually participate. Many of the online surveys 
that are touted as indicating community support for various initiatives have less than a 2% 
response rate - such surveys are not representative. For those of us who take time away from work 
and our families to sit through hours of meetings, it is incredibly frustrating to be written off as 
"one-off voices" or irritating activists by your commissions and county staff. This is not democracy. 
  
It may be time for Arlington to hire a professional urban planner instead of relying upon untrained 
volunteers who are well-meaning but may not have the professional experience to ensure Arlington 
is ready to for the growth in the coming decades.  
   
Sincerely, 
Maurine  

 

   
--  
 

 
 

 




