
6 June 2017 
 
 
Jay Fisette, Chair      
Arlington County Board      
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300     
Arlington, VA 22201      
 
Dear Mr. Fisette, 
 
The undersigned homeowners who live on North Quincy St. have supported County infrastructure 
within our Cherrydale neighborhood boundaries.  However, the proposed uses of the Buck property, 
land adjacent to Cherrydale, raise a number of concerns about spillover impacts to our neighborhood.     
 
Buck Land Usage 
 
We oppose current proposed “short-term” uses of the Buck property and the land swap with Arcland (to 
build a CubeSmart) for the following reasons:  (In no order of priority) 
 

 The options for use of the Buck site on the Joint Facilities Advisory Commission webpage are 
described as “short-term.”  “Short-term,” according to the County, can be as long as ten years.   

 The segment of the property proposed to be swapped with Arcland for a CubeSmart will be a 
permanent not a “short-term” option. 

 The Buck property is too valuable to swap for one that is less valuable. 

 If the County goes forward with the $30 million purchase of the Buck property, the County should 
maintain full control of the land. 

 The only access and egress to the site is from Quincy St.  The impacts to traffic congestion on Quincy 
St. and noise between Washington Blvd. and Lee Highway have not been addressed.   

 The type of activities proposed to be sited on the Buck property will adversely impact the residential 
character and value of properties – mostly single, family homes – in the area.    

 There is no assurance that short-term uses of the Buck site will not be converted to long-term 
occupancies.   
 

Request 
 
Before finalizing any of the proposed decisions, County staff should: 

 Evaluate the traffic impacts, including safety, congestion, and noise, of the Buck property options to 
the Washington Blvd./Lee Highway segment of Quincy St. and neighborhood side streets, and come 
forward with a plan, including funding, to address those impacts without jeopardizing parking or 
bike lanes in the area. 

 Evaluate the impact on property values and produce a plan to compensate for lost value. 

 Disclose the costs of preparing the Buck property to house, “short-term,” the various County 
functions proposed to be located there, and disclose what the County proposes to do with the 
land/buildings where these functions are currently located. 

 Provide a “long-term” plan for the Buck site before “short-term” options are approved. 
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Conclusion 
 
These proposals may be possible, but that does not mean that they are in the best interests of the long-
term needs of the County.  We invite County officials to meet with us when information particular to the 
impacts on our neighborhood is available. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 


