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June 7, 2017 
 
 
Jay Fisette, Chair      Nancy Van Doren, Chair 
Arlington County Board     Arlington School Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300    1426 N Quincy St. 
Arlington, VA 22201      Arlington, VA 22207 
 
Dear Mr. Fisette and Ms. Van Doren, 
 
The Cherrydale Citizens Association (CCA) has a number of concerns about the proposed uses of the Buck 
property and the siting of a new high school at the Ed Center, land adjacent to Cherrydale.  We are writing 
today to share our concerns. 
 
Lack of a Comprehensive Plan 
 
Arlington County and Arlington Public Schools have many requirements for land, and a number of 
opportunities to address those needs.  The need for new high school seats is only one of those requirements, and 
the Ed Center and Buck sites are only two of the opportunities available.  While we appreciate that the plans 
currently being discussed also involve the current VHC land at Carlin Springs, there has not been a 
comprehensive plan that looks across needs and opportunities to optimize our resources.  The CCA recognizes 
that change is inevitable, and that these requirements need to be met somewhere in the County.  However, 
without a comprehensive plan, we are concerned that the County will locate services in places that are not 
optimal, leading to greater strains on our transportation network and greater costs to the County in the long run.  
Poorly locating these necessary services could negatively impact the quality of life that Arlington has worked so 
hard to build. 
 
Additionally, given the number of requirements that the County and APS have, we are concerned that the 
proposals on being considered do not take full advantage of the sites available.  The fact that most of these 
proposals involve single usage of the parcels of land is particularly concerning. 
 
Buck Land Usage 
 
CCA opposes proposed the land swap with Arcland (to build a CubeSmart).  The County and APS need 
centrally located land to provide services to residents and instruction to children.  The Buck site is too valuable 
in the market, and especially to the County, for this deal to make sense.  Options exist for bus parking and 
maintenance aside from the Shirlington location. 
 



It is difficult to assess the other proposed uses for the Buck Property when the County has not presented a 
comprehensive plan.  For example, the County has determined that Southgate Road is no longer needed, and is 
negotiating to swap that land with Arlington National Cemetery, such that Arlington would own the former 
Navy Annex property.  Many of the uses proposed for the Buck site seem like they would be well suited to 
space that is currently Southgate Road or that was the Navy Annex. 
 
New Seats on the Ed Center Property 
 
CCA is concerned that there has not been enough consideration to the transportation impacts of siting a new 
high school on the Ed Center property.  We are especially concerned that there has not be enough consideration 
generally about the recently proposed plan to add 500-600 new seats to Washington-Lee.  The APS and County 
should jointly develop a full transportation plan, working with the nearby neighborhoods, before moving 
forward with either plan. 
 
Moreover, the CCA is concerned that APS has not adequately considered and communicated a plan to increase 
services at the W-L/Ed Center site for any increase in student population.  How will field space be managed? 
How will the cafeteria and library be expanded?  How would any new buildings serve the community at large? 
 
Request 
 
Before finalizing any of the proposed decisions, County staff should: 
 Evaluate the traffic impacts, including safety, congestion, and noise, of the uses of the site, and develop a 

transportation plan that addresses transportation demand management and planned improvements. 
 Provide an analysis of where high school seats are most needed.  
 Disclose the costs of moving and maintaining Arlington Public School (APS) staff and officials from APS-

owned property to leased property, as opposed to moving to existing buildings on the Buck site.    
 Disclose the costs of preparing the Buck property to house, “short-term,” the various County functions 

proposed to be located there, and disclose what the County proposes to do with the land/buildings where 
these functions are currently located. 

 
Conclusion 
 
We appreciate that these decisions are not easy, and that Arlington is facing a number of challenges 
simultaneously.  County and APS staff, as well as the volunteers on JFAC, have worked very hard to develop 
options.  However, these options raise a number of concerns.  Thank you for continuing to work through these 
concerns.  We are happy to work with the County and APS to meet their requirements in a way that makes 
Arlington a better place to live.   
 
Respectfully, 
 
The Officers of the Cherrydale Citizens Association 
 
Jim Todd, President, president@cherrydale.net  
Gillian Burgess, Vice President, vp@cherrydale.net  
Katherine Christensen, Treasurer, treasurer@cherrydale.net  
Danielle Schefer, Secretary, secretary@cherrydale.net  


