
 

Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 9:08 PM 
 

Subject: Support New Schools 

Dear Members of the County Board --  

 
As a resident, voter, and mother of two young children, I am writing to express my strong support for a fourth 

comprehensive high school in Arlington and other school-related building.  
 
As you know, Arlington Public Schools is expected to increase from 27,000 students to 40,000 in the not-too-distant 

future.  According to APS, we will need another high school, one or two middle schools, and several more 

elementary schools to handle this growth.   
 
I am deeply concerned that the County and School Board are not adequately planning for the coming growth in 

students.  Arlington is a dense, urban county with limited land for new schools.  Despite this, the Joint Facilities Advisory 

Commission (JFAC) recently failed to recommend that either the Buck Property or the VHC property on Carlin Springs be 

used by APS.  This strains credulity given the crisis that we all know is looming.   
 
Our county has a long, and well-earned, reputation for providing excellent education for our students.  This reputation is a 

major reason why families choose to live here.  It would be shortsighted to fail to invest in the facilities that are needed to 

give our future students the same quality of education and extra curricular opportunities that we have provided in the past. 
 
Thank you- 
 
Sarah  

 
   

 

  



 
 

Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 3:10 PM 
 

Subject: Use of Arlington Space for Schools 

Dear Members of the Arlington County Board: 
 
I live in Arlington and I vote. I currently have a forth grader at Jamestown Elementary School 
and I am a big supporter of APS.   
 
While I appreciate the mission of the Joint Facilities Advisory Commission, I am deeply 
concerned about the lack of ANY major school initiatives in their recent recommendations for 
the Buck and VHC Carlin Springs properties. The JFAC survey on proposed scenarios also did not 
include ANY option to comment on the need for schools. 
 
Arlington Public Schools is expected to grow from 27,000 to 40,000 students in the foreseeable 
future. APS estimates we will need another high school, 1-2 middle schools, and 2-4 
elementary schools - beyond the school projects already underway. In a county of 26 square 
miles, large parcels of land do not become available often. Schools have larger land needs, but 
also provide community amenities, including green space, playing fields, playgrounds, meeting 
space, sledding hills - and are a focal point of our neighborhoods. 
 
We need for the Arlington County Board and APS to work together on this important 
issue.   Here in Arlington we need to have an atmosphere of cooperation.  
 
Please ask the JFAC to reconsider its recommendations and seriously evaluate school uses at 
the Buck and VHC Carlin Springs properties, as well as for other land they evaluate in the future. 
 
Thank you! 
 

  



 

Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 2:24 PM 
 

Subject: Land use for Schools 

Dear Members of the Arlington County Board: 

 

I live in Arlington and I vote. I have two children in Jamestown Elementary School, one eager to 

be promoted to Williamsburg Middle School in just a few short weeks.  

 

While I appreciate the mission of the Joint Facilities Advisory Commission, I am deeply 

concerned about the lack of any major school initiatives in their recent recommendations for the 

Buck and VHC Carlin Springs properties. The JFAC survey on proposed scenarios also did not 

include any option to comment on the need for schools. 

 

Arlington Public Schools is expected to grow from 27,000 to 40,000 students in the foreseeable 

future. APS estimates we will need another high school, 1-2 middle schools, and 2-4 elementary 

schools - beyond the school projects already underway. In a county of 26 square miles, large 

parcels of land do not become available often. Schools have larger land needs, but also provide 

community amenities, including green space, playing fields, playgrounds, meeting space, 

sledding hills - and are a focal point of our neighborhoods. 

 

Please ask the JFAC to reconsider its recommendations and seriously evaluate school uses at the 

Buck and VHC Carlin Springs properties, as well as for other land they evaluate in the future. 

 

 
Heather  

 

 
 

  



 

Dear Members of the Arlington County Board: 

 

I live in Arlington and I vote. While I appreciate the mission of the Joint Facilities Advisory 

Commission, I am very concerned about the lack of any major school initiatives in recent 

recommendations for the Buck and VHC Carlin Springs properties. Also, the JFAC survey on 

proposed scenarios did not include any option to comment on the need for schools. 

 

Arlington Public Schools is expected to grow from 27,000 to 40,000 students in the 

foreseeable future. APS estimates we will need another high school, 1-2 middle schools, and 

2-4 elementary schools in addition to the school projects already underway. In a county of 

26 square miles, large parcels of land do not become available often. Schools have larger 

land needs, but also provide community amenities, including green space, playing fields, 

playgrounds, meeting space, sledding hills - and are a focal point of our neighborhoods. 

 

Please ask the JFAC to reconsider its recommendations and seriously evaluate school uses at 

the Buck and VHC Carlin Springs properties, as well as for other land they evaluate in the 

future. 

 

Thank you! 

 
Whitney  
  
  



 

Dear Members of the Arlington County Board: 

 

I am an Arlington resident and voter.  I am deeply concerned about the lack of any major 

school initiatives in the Joint Facilities Advisory Commission's (JFAC) recent 

recommendations for the Buck and VHC Carlin Springs properties. Additionally, the JFAC 

survey on proposed scenarios did not include any opportunity to comment on the need for 

schools. 

 

Based on expectations for significant student population growth, from 27,000 to 40,000 

students in the foreseeable future, Arlington Public Schools estimates we will need another 

high school, 1-2 middle schools, and 2-4 elementary schools - in addition to the school 

projects already underway. Large parcels of land do not become available often in our area. 

This is a critical junction to appropriately evaluate the best use of these available 

parcels.  Schools have large land needs that not only provide the grounds to educate our 

children and future leaders, but also provide community amenities.  Green space, playing 

fields, playgrounds, meeting spaces, sledding hills - our schools and school grounds are a 

focal point of our neighborhoods and deserve priority land appropriation.   

 

Please ask the JFAC to reconsider its recommendations and seriously evaluate school uses at 

the Buck and VHC Carlin Springs properties, as well as for other land they evaluate in the 

future. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Heather  

Arlington Resident 

 

  



 

 
Was the Carlin Springs Rd. property considered as a site for a new high school?  It seems this may be a 
better option than some of the currently proposed sites for the high school (e.g., Kenmore, adding to W-L) 
and may better serve APS:  
    - Instead of placing the HS at Kenmore, it would keep the high school separate from Elem/Middle 
schools 
    - Instead of adding more to W-L which is already crowded, it would bring another HS to South Arlington 
    - Instead of the career center with little green space, this would provide space for fields 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Ken  
 

 

 

 




