
 
 

 

 

January 19, 2017 
 

Arlington County Board 

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite #300 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 

Dear County Board Members:  
 

The Coalition of Arlingtonians for Responsible Development (“CARD”) has eagerly followed reports of 

the County’s progress in evaluating properties currently owned by the Virginia Hospital Center 

(“VHC”) that would be a part of a “land swap” for the County-owned “Edison” site adjacent to the main 

campus of VHC on North George Mason Drive.  The County website identifies the following land sites 

as possible parts of the transaction: 
 

● 5275 Lee Highway; 

● 5267 Lee Highway; 

● 5232 Lee Highway; 

● 5226 Lee Highway; 

● 5130 16th Street North; 

● 5138 16th Street North; and 

● 601 South Carlin Springs Road. 

 

It is our understanding that the County must decide, no later than this upcoming June, whether to acquire 

the South Carlin Springs Road site as consideration for the land-swap agreement. 
 

We strongly urge that the County not foreclose any possibility to include all four of the Lee Highway 

properties in the agreement.  The Lee Highway properties present a rare opportunity for the County to 

directly shape an important intersection in one of our community's busiest transit corridors.  As an 

advocate for affordable housing, CARD believes that acquiring  the four properties along Lee Highway 

would create an opportunity to provide affordable housing in an area where it is greatly needed.  Lee 

Highway is a major non-Metro transit corridor where approximately 13% of Arlington residents live.  

Only 5% (554 units) of Arlington’s affordable housing stock currently exists on Lee Highway, opposed 

to 35% (3,577 units) on Columbia Pike and 21% (2,157 units) in the Rosslyn-Ballston corridor.  The 

inclusion of committed affordable housing here aligns with the County’s Affordable Housing Master 

Plan goal of 11% (2,500) of the County’s affordable units to exist along Lee Highway by 2040.  
 

Some have described challenges that might arise with the acquisition of these properties.  We ask that 

you look at these acquisitions as an opportunity for the County to help the Lee Highway neighborhoods 

directly shape their corridor and bring some much needed affordable housing opportunities to the area.  

Using this acquired land as a means to revitalize the Lee Highway corridor and develop affordable 
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housing would enable Arlington to provide greater socioeconomic diversity to its neighborhoods and 

provide housing opportunities for Arlingtonians earning 60% or less of area median income.  
 

Undoubtedly, there will be legal and logistical challenges with any acquisition, and these can ultimately 

be managed and resolved; what cannot be easily resolved is a lost opportunity to provide much-needed 

housing solutions to the corridor.  Acquisition of these properties is an opportunity to reasonably shape 

the development Lee Highway and to support additional affordable housing that would strengthen 

Arlington’s status as a leader in collaborative community development. 
 

We are grateful for the opportunity to be a part of this conversation and look forward to working 

together in the future.  
 

Sincerely yours,  

 
Kay Langenbeck, Chairperson 

Housing Committee 

Coalition of Arlingtonians for Responsible Development 

 

cc:  David Cristeal 


