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The Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) served as an active advisor to the County Board on 
issues relating to Arlington’s urban forest and focused on educating the public on a variety 
of issues related to trees. The Commission met in every month of 2016. 
  
The UFC continued to be a catalyst on what is perhaps its signature program, the Tree 
Canopy Fund. This is a successful model of a public-private partnership that has facilitated 
the planting of over 1500 trees on private property in Arlington since 2008. In 2016 we 
reviewed applications for over 100 trees to be planted in spring 2017.  
   
The plurality of UFC’s time is spent on providing advice/guidance regarding development 
projects that impact the County’s urban forest.   The commission sent the County Board 
letters providing advice/guidance? on a number of sector plans and proposed Arlington 
Public Schools projects, including: 
 

  Wilson School PFRC 
  2000 Clarendon Boulevard 
  1801 North Quinn Street 
 The Thomas Jefferson New Elementary School  
 The Rosslyn Highlands Park final concept plan 
 The Village Center on Columbia Pike  
 The Stratford School redevelopment 

 
The UFC is a key advisor in several planning processes including the Four Mile Run Valley 
working group plan and the Public Spaces Master Plan (spell out) master plan. In addition, 
the UFC is briefed regularly on proposed park projects that often result in the loss of trees 
and works with staff to minimize such losses. We are pleased that over 100 trees will be 
planted in Bluemont Park as part of a stormwater solution and we are working with 
Boulevard Manor on its Bluemont Park Neighborhood Conservation plan to ensure tree 
preservation at the Disc Golf course. 
 
The UFC took actions on a number of issues directly related to tree maintenance and 
planting. 
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 The UFC reviewed applications and the County Board awarded certificates and 
plaques for 23 Notable Trees. 

 Members of the commission volunteered with county forester staff on field work 
used to quantify urban forest values in the iTreeEcoSurvey of Arlington. 

 The UFC continued its tradition of participating in the annual Arbor Day celebration 
at a County elementary school. This year’s program at Oakridge Elementary School 
was, as usual, a treat for all who attended. 

 Finally, the UFC remained active in the Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group. 
 
The UFC participated in the County’s budget, capital improvement and legislative functions 
in 2016. UFC was pleased to note that funds for tree watering is now included in the base 
budget and in the partnership with DES Stormwater to fund tree planting to meet 
stormwater mitigation. 
 
The UFC could not carry on its work without a great deal of assistance from County 
employees. The UFC is most indebted to the Urban Forestry Manager Brian Keightley and 
Urban Forester Vincent Verweij. Not only are they incredibly knowledgeable in their fields, 
but they consistently engage in explaining the intricacies of trees and county regulations to 
Commission Members. They are definitely our partners in protecting the urban tree canopy. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nora Palmatier, Chair 

 

 


