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February 1, 2017 

 

 

Mr. Jay Fisette, Chair and 

Members of the County Board 

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 300 

Arlington, Virginia  22201 

 

 

 Re:  Central United Methodist Church Site Plan & Robert Ball Sr. Burial Ground 

 

 

Dear Chairman Fisette and Members of the County Board: 

 

The Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) heard a presentation by 

representatives of Central United Methodist Church of Ballston(CUMC) and their architects at 

our regular meeting on January 18, 2017 on the proposed Site Plan for a new church, residential 

apartment building, and daycare center on the Church’s Ballston property. The presentation and 

subsequent HALRB discussion focused on the design and site plan for the proposed 

redevelopment. The CUMC presented elevations, plans, and some details about how the new 

building will be built around the Robert Ball Sr. Burial Ground. The applicants noted how they 

took the County Board’s direction from the November hearing on the preservation of the burial 

ground to heart, and have carved out an area measuring approximately 325 square feet that will 

be preserved. It is our understanding that the design has continued to evolve since December as 

it relates to the burial ground. 

 

The HALRB is supportive of the applicant’s acceptance of the historic district designation for 

the Robert Ball Sr. Burial Ground. The newly revised plans show the burial ground will be 

clearly delineated and preserved in coordination with the site plan. The CUMC and, we 

understand, the United Methodist Church District in this region have agreed to the inclusion of 

the historic district in their plans for the property. The HALRB supports these efforts as we 

support historic preservation and the protection of sites that are important to the cultural and 

archaeological history of the County.  

 

As part of the discussion, members of the HALRB did express significant reservations with the 

design of the new building. The residential tower is cantilevered over the burial ground, 

resulting in a design that would have residential units hanging directly over a portion of the 

cemetery. Members’ comments echoed those of the Ball Family, and asked that the design be 

rethought so that the entire cemetery remains open to the sky. This seems the most sensible and 

the most respectful way to design a building in coordination with a burial ground—a sacred 

space deserving of careful design. There were also comments about the appropriateness of 

adjacent arcades and the appropriateness of the Tiffany Window placed in juxtaposition to the 



 2 

cemetery. Some members supported these facets of the design as an improvement, while others 

found them an inappropriate treatment for what used to be a rural, family, burial ground.  

 

Understanding that this is an urban parcel, directly across the street from the Metro, and that 

there is a significant program being proposed for this site, design trade-offs are inevitable. It is 

unfortunate that the timeframe for this project, which we understand is requesting an immediate 

hearing with the County Board to meet an apparently self-imposed tax credit deadline, does not 

allow for further improvements to the design vis-à-vis the historic burial ground. Nevertheless, 

the HALRB found that the design has substantially improved and that the preservation of this 

cemetery, through historic district designation, and enhancements from the site plan process are 

in the interests of historic preservation in Arlington County. We look forward to our partnership 

with the property owners and the Ball family to preserve and protect this property.  

 

Please feel free to contact me if further information or discussion would be helpful.          

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

  
Joan K. Lawrence 

Chair, Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board 

 

cc:  County Board Members 

Planning Commission Members 

 HALRB Members 

 Representative of CUMC 

 Bozzuto Development 

Cynthia Liccese-Torres, Preservation Program Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


