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Date: December 14, 2016 

From: Diane Probus, Associate Planner, DPR 

Subject: Update on Open Space Planning in and surrounding Crystal City 

 
I. Future Park Development in Crystal City – The FY 2017 – 2026 Capital 

Improvement Plan includes funding for open space development in Crystal City.  
The 15th Street Garden Park and Gateway Park are anticipated to be the first open 
spaces in the Crystal City Sector Plan to be developed.  
 

 15th Street Garden Park* (FY16 $450K Design, FY17 $1.8 million 
construction) – The Department of Parks and Recreation will initiate a 
public planning process for the new median park as the Department of 
Environmental Services (DES) nears completion of the 15th Street 
South/South Clark-Bell Street Realignment project.  DES estimates they will 
complete the street improvements in 2019.    
 

 Gateway Park* (FY21 -$400K Design, FY22 $2.2 million construction) - 
The gateway park at the northern terminus of Crystal Drive is anticipated to 
be planned and constructed after the initiation of the 15th Street Garden Park 
project.   
 
* Projects may be adjusted depending on the actual sequence of 
redevelopment and street improvements.   

 
II. Site Plan Conditions for Future Open Space Contributions: 

The developer will contribute these funds to the County as required by site plan 
conditions.  The County has set up a Trust and Agency Account to hold the funds for 
future Crystal City open space acquisition, planning or development.    
 
 1720 S. Eads Street Development – Condition for developer to pay the County 

$272,273, prior to issuance of the Master Certificate of Occupancy.  Funds are 
dedicated for use in the implementation and improvement of open space in 
Crystal City.  
 

1. 400 Army Navy Drive Development – Condition for developer to pay the 
County $1,179,794, prior to issuance of the Master Certificate of Occupancy.  The  
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site plan condition states the funds are dedicated for use in the implementation 
and improvement of open space in Crystal City. 
 

III. Open Space Improvements in Crystal City Vicinity: 
 
A. Long Bridge Park Children’s Play Features – A new children’s play area was 

opened at the 6th Street S. side of Long Bridge Park on July 4, 2016.     
 

B. Long Bridge Park Aquatic Center Redesign  
- The revised plan for the aquatic center reduces the overall size of the facility 

by 37 percent (lobby and circulation spaces reduced); 
- Center will include two pools; 
- The teaching pool and family pool will be combined; 
- The design will retain the health and fitness space; and 
- The therapy pool and the three dive towers were removed from the plan but 

could be added in again if a partner or sponsor is found to fund those 
elements. 
 

The recommendations were the result of a civic engagement process that 
included working with the Long Bridge Park Advisory Committee, surveys and 
multiple public participation events where participants shared the project 
elements that were most important to them. 
 

 Virginia Highlands Park – The improvements for the tennis and basketball 
courts, lighting and community field at Virginia Highlands Park were completed 
in early 2016.   The new lighting in the park complies with the “Dark Sky” 
regulations and there are now ADA accessible paths to all the courts from the 
parking lot and from St. Ives Street.  Additionally, new site furnishings and 
landscaping were installed to support and enhance the areas around the 
improved facilities.   

 
 Nellie Custis Park –  The Neighborhood Conservation Program approved these 

improvements to Nelly Custis Park in early 2016: storm water management to 
correct existing drainage problems; removal of invasive species; improved 
circulation for accessibility and park use; additional school-age play equipment; 
new site furnishings; and additional plantings for shade and beautification. 
 
Invasive plant treatments in the park were initiated in April 2016.    
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