
13-and-Under baseball team, 1950s

The Arlington Athletics, an amateur baseball 
team,  played at Green Valley Park.

Welcome to Jennie Dean Park

African American neighborhoods in Arlington. Its 
history traces to 1844, when freedman Levi Jones 
purchased land to build a home and farm here. The 
neighborhood grew after the Civil War when recently 
emancipated African Americans settled in the area. 

By the 1930s, residents played sports here at 
Green Valley Ball Park, a property owned 

by James B. and Nettie L. Peyton. In 
1944, Arlington County purchased the 
land and named it Jennie Dean Park 
to honor Jennie Serepta Dean. She 
chartered the Manassas Industrial 

School for Colored Youth. This was 
one of the �rst parks developed by the 

Arlington County Department of Recreation. 

Opening Day at Jennie Dean 
Field, ca. 1948
At far left is Ernest Johnson, 
Supervisor of the Negro Section 
of the Arlington Department of 
Recreation. Also pictured are 
Mr. Pryor, counselor of School 
153, and Warren Jackson, 
manager of  a local team. 

This 1949 drawing shows a very 
ambitious plan for the park which 
was, at the time, the county’s sole 
recreation area for African American 
citizens. Plans included a pool, bath 
house, and a �eld house, which 
were never built. In 1950 the park 
featured one softball and one baseball 
diamond, three grandstand sections, 
a basketball court, two horseshoe 
courts, an outdoor �replace, two picnic 
tables, and a drinking fountain.  

Lighted ball �eld, 1956

Members of the �rst Jennie Dean Tennis Club, 1953

Nauck, also known as Green Valley, is one of the oldest

Jennie Dean
(1843-1913)

In 1952, clay tennis courts were 
completed and the sport was added 
to the Negro Section of the Arlington 
Department of Recreation’s o�erings. 
Adult classes were held �ve nights a 
week at Four Mile Run; children’s day-
time classes were also o�ered. 

Also in 1952, �ood lights were 
installed for the hardball diamond 
and playground equipment was 
installed on the tot lot.

“ABC” boys baseball team, 1950s



Welcome to Jennie Dean Park

Youth football teams with coaches, 1950s

Ernest E. Johnson: His work let Arlington play.

Characters in "Madame Poo Poo's Wedding," 1955

Drum Majorettes, 1950s Langston Braves Basketball Team, 1950s

Miss Recreation pageant contestants, 1959

Basketball champs with Ernest Johnson, 1953

In 1949, Arlington County formally established a 
Department of Recreation. Mirroring the public school 
system, all classes, clubs and activities sponsored by the 
department were segregated. In 1950, the Negro 

Recreation Section was created. Its director was 
Ernest E. Johnson, a vital �gure in the County’s 

African American community who ultimately 
oversaw the desegregation of Arlington 
recreation in the early 1960s. 

On May 8, 1982, Arlington celebrated 
Ernest E. Johnson Day with a parade that 

began at the Walter Reed Recreation Center 
and ended at the Carver Recreation Center, a 

softball game that afternoon, a senior tea, and 
a testimonial dinner that evening. 

Ernest Johnson and 
his wife Mignon, 

May 8, 1982

Accordion lesson, 1950s
Performance of "Adventure in Fairyland," 1955

Under the Department of Recreation’s 
Neighborhood Playground Program, 
thirty playgrounds operated in the 
summer of 1950, with Jennie Dean 
Park the only facility for African 
Americans. It wasn’t just sports— 
music, storytelling, group singing, 
picnics, movies, special events and 
performances were part of the 
outdoor programs. Softball leagues, 
tournaments, �eld trips, pageants and 
talent shows were featured as well. 


