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Calloway Cemetery is one of the oldest African American 
cemeteries in Hall’s Hill. Calloway United Methodist Church started 
when several residents of Hall’s Hill gathered for prayer service at the 
home of Mr. Samuel Smith. Smith resided at the Samuel Saegmuller Farm, 
located about 2 miles from the site of today’s church. Winsted Calloway, 
the namesake of the church, served as minister from 1878 to 1880. 

Calloway Church and 
Cemetery Timeline

Calloway was one of the only churches in Arlington 
to open their doors to organizers of the struggles to 
integrate schools, restaurants, and theaters in the 
commonwealth of Virginia during the Civil Rights 

movement, despite threats and intimidation. The church 
provided meals and lodging to participants in the Reverend 

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s march on Washington.

The Church’s Role in the Community
Hall’s Hill is one of Arlington’s oldest African American neighborhoods, 
and Calloway United Methodist Church has served as a community hub 
since its founding. In addition to serving as a gathering place for many 
groups and organizations, the church and its members helped to establish 
Arlington’s first Head Start program (Strawberry Cottage), provided audi-
torium space for the Langston School, and created recreation space for 
neighborhood children and teens when other facilities were not available.

1866 Founding members of Methodist Episcopal  
      Church meet for prayer services.
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Centennial Celebration, 1966
Members with more than 50 years of service were 
recognized during the church’s one-hundredth 
anniversary celebrations. (Pictured, front) Claude 
Hyson, Ella Williams, Josephine Brown. (back) 
Viola Chase, Evelyn Wright, Anita Snowden.

1870 Trustees purchase land and construct a
      modest church at 4800 Lee Highway. 

1888 Church trustee Moses Jackson conveys a 
half-acre lot to the church (the 
present location) to accommo-
date the growing congregation. 
The west side of the property   
is dedicated as a cemetery.

1891 Margaret Hyson is the first person interred
      at Calloway Cemetery

1904 After years of worshiping at a temporary 
building on the 
property, the 
present-day 
church building 
is constructed. 

1959 Irving Lewis is the last person interred 
      at Calloway Cemetery.

March 10, 2012 Calloway Cemetery is the 
      first African American cemetery designated in
      its entirety as an Arlington Historic District.

Moses Jackson with 
his children

Calloway United 
Methodist Church

Calloway United Methodist Church

“A Dream Come True,” 1980
On March 16, 1980, the Consecration of the 
new Educational Annex was celebrated. Choir 
members are shown marching along 
Lee Highway to the church.

Calloway United Methodist Church

1960 Remains of ten bodies are moved to Coleman  
            Cemetery in Fairfax County to allow for the 
      widening of Lee Highway.



Calloway
Cemetery

Community Members Interred at Calloway Cemetery

Calloway Cemetery is affiliated with and maintained by Calloway 
United Methodist Church. The physical layout and appearance of historic 
African American cemeteries differ from Euro-American cemeteries. Wooden 
coffins, marked by simple wood or stone monuments, were typical, as were 
unmarked graves or those marked only by fieldstones placed on end, ornamental 
plants, or native trees.

From the first known burial in Calloway 
Cemetery in 1891 to the last in 1959, 
potentially one hundred individuals were 
laid to rest here. Fifty-three surface 
markers, ranging from formal inscribed 
headstones to plain, unmarked stones, 
are visible. Archaeological fieldwork 
revealed the potential for forty-three 
additional unmarked graves.

Margaret Hyson 
(1825–1891) 
Listed in 1850 as a 
slave of William Minor, 
Margaret was an early 
Church leader and was 
the first known person 
interred here.

This cemetery is extremely significant in the lives of 

people because it fills a void. It’s a missing piece in so 

many people’s lives—that sense of heritage and pride . . . 

This is not just about the past. It’s the future. A legacy is 

only as good as its life span.

    – Rev. Sonja Oliver, pastor, Calloway United Methodist Church, 2012

Hezekiah Dorsey 
(1834–1918) 
Previously enslaved, 
Hezekiah served the 
Union Army in the 31st 
Regiment, United States 
Colored Infantry, during 
the Civil War.

Charlottie A. Chinn 
(ca.1853–1921) 
Born into slavery, 
Charlottie was Margaret 
Hyson’s eldest daughter. 
Her grave marker 
features floral motifs and 
a concrete bedstead.
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Godfrey Carrington 
(ca.1881–1929) 
Clasped hands on top of 
Godfrey’s marker can 
symbolize a final fare-
well, the bonds of mar-
riage, or the fraternal 
Order of Odd Fellows.

Mattie E. Bell 
(1889–1950) 
Mattie Bell served as the 
organist at Calloway 
Church for about 40 
years. Her simple metal 
marker was buried for 
up to 20 years.

Charles T. Bell 
(1889–1957) 
“Tom” and his wife 
Mattie lived in one of 
the rowhouses next to 
the cemetery. His metal 
marker was also buried 
for many years.
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George Jefferson 
(b.1858) 
The three rings on his 
marker commemorate 
George’s membership 
in the fraternal Order 
of Odd Fellows.

Irving C. Lewis 
(1888–1959) 
Irving Lewis was the last 
known person interred 
at Calloway Cemetery. 
The metal lettering on 
his marker is nailed into 
the concrete cross.
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