
Neighborhood Complete Streets Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Monday, March 21, 2016, Room A 

 

 Members Present:  Kevin Sweeney, Lindsey Bartley, Bill Braswell, Eric Goodman, 

Francesca Guerrero, Ed Hilz, Dwight Hlustic, Chips Johnson, Lindsey Kelley, Elisa Ortiz, 

Girair Simon (quorum present)(Giles Crimi and Tracie Morris absent.) 

 Staff:  Richard Best and Tom Bruccoleri 

 Guests:  Mitch Opalski, Tony Brooks (Douglas Park) and John Klein (Country Club Hills) 

 Meeting called to order: 7:30 p.m. 

 Public Comment: None 

 Chairman’s Report:   Kevin thanked the commission members for their work on the NCS 

Program Guide, which the Board approved at its 1/28/16 meeting.  He reviewed the 

changes the Board had directed in approving the Program, in particular the (1) three-

year moratorium (until 2/1/19) on vertical traffic calming measures and (2) the 

requirement that NCS Program not consider requests that had been unsuccessful (either 

through withdrawal or failure in the process) in the Neighborhood Conservation Process 

for four years from the date of failure.  He also reported on the status of funding for a 

Staff position to support the NCS Program.  The Manager’s Recommended FY 2017 

Budget did not specifically fund staff for the Program.  He indicated he would be 

participating in the 3/30/16 Board Work Session with advisory group chairs to present 

the concerns of the NCSC regarding staff filing for the Program.   

 Review of Draft FY 2017 Budget Letter to the Board:  There was discussion of a draft 

letter to the County Board on behalf of the NCSC recommending funding for three full-

time employees for the Program.  Several revisions were discussed and agreed on 

during the meeting.  Several commissioners offered more general comments.  Kevin 

requested that all further comments be provided in sufficient time to allow him to 

transmit the letter on 3/28/16, in advance of the Board’s Budget Work Session. 

 Staff Report:  Richard Best reported on the Department of Environmental Services work 

session with the Board and the County Manager on the FY 2017 Budget, followed by 

questions from commission members.  Key points: 

o The Manager indicated a variety of potential sources of funding for Staff to 

support the NCS Program, but would be cautious about establishing new FTE 

positions. 

o There was no per se limitation on the number of FTE positions that could be 

recommended.  Staff thought the request for three positions was not 
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unreasonable for the NCSC to make, although it was unlikely to be adopted as 

presented. 

o Until the Board approved at least some funding for County Staff for the NCS 

Program, it would be premature to initiate a call for NCS projects.  Even without 

the call, Staff continues to receive citizen requests for neighborhood street 

improvements.  The staff positions, if approved, would not be funded until 

7/1/16 with the beginning of the 2017 Fiscal Year. 

 The Commission agreed, in light of the Staff’s position that a call for projects and 

analysis of project streets under the criteria, to forego the April 2016 meeting.   

 The Commission agreed to a proposal by several members to begin all future meetings 

at 7:00 p.m., rather than 7:30 p.m. as had been the historical practice. 

 Adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

Submitted by Kevin Sweeney (6/20/16) 

 


