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One of Ballston’s first settlements was at the intersection of North Glebe Road and Fairfax Drive. Glebe 
Road is one of Northern Virginia's oldest roads; its known history goes back to the 1740's when it was 
known as the “Road to the Falls” taking travelers from Alexandria to Great Falls. The road also linked the 
glebe lands of The Falls Church and Christ Church and eventually became known as Glebe Road. Fairfax 
Drive is the east-west road that connected the, originally called, town of Fairfax to Clarendon. The 
intersection gain prominence when in 1910, the Washington, Arlington and Falls Church Railway built a 
compound containing a car barn, rail yard, workshops, electrical substation and general office called 
Lacey Car Barn that would contribute to the development of the Rosslyn-Ballston corridor.
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Image courtesy of Arlington Historical Society
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In 1896, an interurban electric trolley line, the Fairfax line of the Washington, Arlington & Falls 
Church Railway (WA&FC), began operating along the present route of Fairfax Drive. Construction 
of the trolley line, which branched at Clarendon to serve both Rosslyn and Washington, D.C., 
temporarily shifted much of the area's development away from the crossroads of Fairfax Road and 
North Glebe and towards the Rosslyn-Ballston corridor. In 1912, a competing interurban electric 
trolley line, the Washington and Old Dominion Railway constructed a branch that crossed the west 
end of Ballston near the WA&FC car barn and railyard connecting Georgetown, Rosslyn, Ballston, 
Falls Church, Vienna, Leesburg and Loudoun County, further encouraging Ballston's development.
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Ballston is named after the Ball family and is one of Arlington’s earliest 
communities. Brothers John and Moses Ball, owned 257 acres of land in 
the area in the 1700s. In 1774, one of the Ball descendants constructed 
a two-story log tavern at the crossroads, of now Fairfax Road and North 
Glebe, to serve farmers traveling the roads to take their goods to market. 
Ball’s Tavern grew to become the center of the community, at times, 
serving as the social hub, a general store, post office and local voting 
precinct.  Ball’s Crossroads was established as a community in 
Arlington County in 1874, and a little over two decades later, in 1895, 
the official name was changed to Ballston, maintaining a permanent 
link to the Ball family. link to the Ball family. 

A Brief History of BallstonA Brief History of BallstonA Brief History of Ballston
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Ballston began to redevelop rapidly after the 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority opened the Orange Line's Ballston 
Metrorail station on December 1, 1979. A 
building boom in the 1980s transformed 
Ballston from an area of small-scale shops 
and businesses to a thriving transportation, 
business and retail center with high-rise, 
mixed-use development when an entrance to 
Interstate 66 (I-66) opened on December 22, 
1982. By 1990, more than three million 
square feet of office/commercial space was 
built in Ballston – more than triple what was 
built in the previous 20 years. 
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Marymount comes to Ballston.

In 1992, the building was purchased by Marymount 
University President Sister Majella Berg, who led the 
effort to raise millions of dollars to acquire and renovate 
the Blue Goose. The university renovated the interior to 
serve its new function as host to classrooms as well as 
academic offices. The exterior maintained its original 
design as Sister Berg believed the notable blue and 
white building, also Marymount University’s colors, was 
preordained. 

Marymount's Ballston Campus is 2 miles south of the 
Main Campus in Arlington. The Blue Goose housed the 
School of Business Administration as well as the 
Counseling, Forensic Psychology, and Physical Therapy 
programs. The building was adaptively reused to 
accommodate a variety of campus functions including 
the Truland Auditorium, the Ballston Center library 
extension, computer labs, cafeteria, chapel, the Career 
and Internship Center, and the Study Abroad Office.

The Blue Goose was demolished in 2015 and replaced 
by the current building which maintains many of the 
previous university programs. Completed by Marymount 
University, with local developer the Shooshan Company, 
in 2017, the new Ballston Campus site serves as 
Marymount’s Ballston Academic Campus Building. A 
striking terra-cotta clad façade replaces the former blue 
and white icon, designed by Gensler Architects. The 
2017 redevelopment of this site also included a 
mixed-used residential building in place of a former 
surface parking lot.

Though the Blue Goose/Blue U is gone, it will not be 
entirely forgotten. Some of the iconic blue panels have 
been used on each of these historical markers and on 
the façade of the new building facing Fairfax Drive to 
commemorate its importance and presence in the 
Arlington Community.
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Comes to BallstonComes to Ballston

CIA History.

Image courtesy of WMCRP Architects.

The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) moved into the eight-story Broyhill 
Building, later known as the Blue Goose, in November 1963. The move made 
news even before the first CIA employee moved in. Known to Agency 
employees as “Big Blue U” as well as “The Blue Goose,” the building was 
used by the CIA Office of Training and the Dependent Medical Facility of the 
Office of Medical Services. The CIA rented the top five floors, while the 
bottom three were rented by the Bureau of Public Roads. The elevators were 
programmed to not go above the fourth floor, where agency guards would 
check employee badges before they were allowed to go further. 

The CIA offered a variety of classes in the building, including International 
Communism and housed the Operations School. 
Agency employees could also take management classes or 
foreign language instruction. Eventually classes were 
moved to other locations. The last Agency office to 
use the building was the Joint Publications 
Research Service, part of the Foreign 
Broadcast Information Service which 
moved November 30, 1987.
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The Blue Goose.John M. Walton.

The Blue GooseThe Blue GooseThe Blue Goose
An excellent example of Modern Movement architecture stood on this site in the last half of the 20th Century. 
Constructed in 1963 by prolific local builders M.T. Broyhill and Sons, the Blue Goose building was designed 
by regionally prominent architect John M. Walton. Its geometrically arranged, polychromatic blue metal panels 
at its primary elevations earned it the local nickname “The Blue Goose”. Designed to take advantage of its 
corner lot, the modified L-shaped building was oriented so that its two main blocks intersected at the junction 
of North Glebe Road and Fairfax Drive.  The primary façade (facing southeast) at the junction of the building’s 
rectangular blocks projected slightly beyond their plane and had a gentle inverse curve. The window openings 
typically held a horizontally-oriented rectangular metal hopper window surmounted by a vertically-oriented 
rectangular fixed metal-framed window. Narrow metal mullions or thicker metal pilasters divided these 
columns and ran seamlessly between each story to enhance the verticality of the building. 
Plate glass windows marked the first story of the primary elevations. The secondary elevations contained 
single window openings in a buff-colored masonry facade. 

Upon completion, The Blue Goose served as the offices for M.T. Broyhill and Sons, while the upper five floors 
and the penthouse were occupied by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) for classrooms and offices. 
Due to its distinctive color, it was largely known to a generation of CIA employees as “Blue U.” 
The building would continue to be occupied by government agencies through its first decades. 

 

John. M. Walton

Architect
The Blue Goose was designed by prominent local 
architect John McArdell Walton, Sr. (1912-2000) a 
Maryland native and a graduate of Catholic University 
(1935). A partner in several local architectural firms, 
including John. M. Walton and Associates in Arlington, 
Walton and his firms designed hundreds of buildings in 
the greater Washington, DC area including the 
Arlington County Court House. Walton’s firm also 
designed a wing of the Arlington Hospital, 
now Virginia Hospital Center. 

Walton began designing homes during the mid-century 
wave of suburbanization. As the county suburbs 
expanded after World War II, Walton’s firm designed 
multiple homes in several subdivisions in North 
Arlington. He also designed the original Prince George's 
County Hospital in Cheverly, the original Stamp 
Student Union Building at the University of Maryland, 
and the trotting horse racing tracks at the Laurel and 
Rosecroft raceways in Prince George's County. 
During the Dwight D. Eisenhower administration 
(1953-1961) he redesigned the staff dining room at 
the White House, as well as a garden wall and an 
outbuilding at Eisenhower's farm at what is 
now Camp David. 

From 1955 until 1990, Mr. Walton lived at the historic 
18th-century Georgian colonial mansion he restored, 
"His Lordship's Kindness." Now a registered 
National Historic Landmark, it is owned and operated 
as a historic house museum by the John M. 
and Sara R. Walton Foundation.
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ArchitectArchitect
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