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Raised and angled cut out letterforms with white face and light blue returns. 

Building in single plane relief with color backgarond. 

Exterior grade display print.

Etched single color dot matrix pattern.

BLUE GOOSE
the

 This site is where the iconic "Blue Goose" stood. The 
building was designed by architect John M. Walton, a 
renowned architect in the Washington metropolitan area 
known for designing homes, churches, educational buildings 
(including many on the College Park Campus of the 
University of Maryland), courthouses, and shopping facilities. 
Local developer and contractor M.T. Broyhill and Sons 
completed construction on the building in 1963. Many 
neighborhoods in Northern Virginia bear the Broyhill 
moniker including subdivisions such as Broyhill Heights, 
Crest, Hill, Park, and McLean Estates. The Blue Goose got its 
nickname from the blue metal panels on its exterior.  In its 
early years, the building was used by the United States 
government and as a training center for the Central 
Intelligence Agency. A generation of CIA employees know 
the building as the “Big Blue U” due to its distinctive color. 

In 1990, Marymount University purchased the building where it has housed the School of Business Administration, 
Center for Global Education, the departments of Physical Therapy, Forensic Psychology, and Counseling, the 
Verizon Information Security Lab, and the graduate admissions office.

As you walk to the right through the courtyard, there are informational markers that use the salvaged, blue metal 
panels from the old Blue Goose. The two sided markers tell two different and important stories about the 
significance of this site and the intersection of North Glebe Road and Fairfax Road.  Heading west the markers 
give a history of the building and its tenants. The markers heading east explain the transportation history 
of this important urban corridor. 

3'-6"

3'-4"



MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY BALLSTON CENTER 12 MAY 2016

Historical Marker: 

ELEVATION 
1

SCALE: NTS

Table Top Information & Composition

BLUE GOOSE
the

 This site is where the iconic "Blue Goose" stood. The 
building was designed by architect John M. Walton, a 
renowned architect in the Washington metropolitan area 
known for designing homes, churches, educational buildings 
(including many on the College Park Campus of the 
University of Maryland), courthouses, and shopping facilities. 
Local developer and contractor M.T. Broyhill and Sons 
completed construction on the building in 1963. Many 
neighborhoods in Northern Virginia bear the Broyhill 
moniker including subdivisions such as Broyhill Heights, 
Crest, Hill, Park, and McLean Estates. The Blue Goose got its 
nickname from the blue metal panels on its exterior.  In its 
early years, the building was used by the United States 
government and as a training center for the Central 
Intelligence Agency. A generation of CIA employees know 
the building as the “Big Blue U” due to its distinctive color. 

In 1990, Marymount University purchased the building where it has housed the School of Business Administration, 
Center for Global Education, the departments of Physical Therapy, Forensic Psychology, and Counseling, the 
Verizon Information Security Lab, and the graduate admissions office.

As you walk to the right through the courtyard, there are informational markers that use the salvaged, blue metal 
panels from the old Blue Goose. The two sided markers tell two different and important stories about the 
significance of this site and the intersection of North Glebe Road and Fairfax Road.  Heading west the markers 
give a history of the building and its tenants. The markers heading east explain the transportation history 
of this important urban corridor. 


