
 

 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission 
Draft 

 
Summary of October 27, 2014 Meeting 

2100 Clarendon Blvd, Azalea Conference Room 
 
Members Present:  Scott Dicke, Gabriel Thoumi, Christine Ng, Sarah Meservey, Alex Sanders, Terry 
Whitehead, Patrick Kenney, Mike Hanna, Tara Zirker,  
 
Members Absent: Eric Schneiter, Claire O’Dea, Shannon Cunniff 
 
Guests: John Morrill (DES), Jeannine Altavilla (DES), Noor Khalidi 
 
Staff Present:  Adam Segel-Moss (DES) 
  
1. Public comment 

N/A 
 
2. Board Member Vihstadt 

Board member John Vihstadt met with the Commission.  He noted that he previously served on the 
Housing Commission, Planning Commission, and several other advisory groups over the years. He 
expressed thanks for the Commission’s work and appreciates the letters and sentiments that are 
expressed to the Board.  Mr. Vihstadt asked that all Commission members introduce themselves and 
note where they live as well as their area of expertise.   
 
Mr. Vihstadt asked how the Commission works with regard to other advisory groups.  Scott Dicke 
noted that there are areas of collaboration, but overall there is significant overlap.  Alex noted that the 
Urban Forestry Commission and other advisory groups work very well together. Parks and Recreation 
was noted as an area of collaboration that could be stronger.  
 
Mr. Vihstadt suggested that the Commission hold at least one meeting per year in a different location.  
He noted that Walter Reed Community Center or other venues may help to connect with broader 
segments of our community.  
 

3. County Energy Plan 
John Morrill, the County’s Energy Manager gave an update to the Commission regarding County 
Energy Planning.  Mr. Morrill noted that the Commission was responsible for the creation of the 
Energy Manager position.  An Inconvenient Truth was released in 2006 and then Board Member Paul 
Ferguson watched the movie.  Mr. Ferguson then took the Board Chair position for the first time and 
championed the creation of the AIRE program.  This was the genesis of the AIRE program.  AIRE 
was greeted with positive public support and in the spring of 2007 the Board and Manager decided to 
institutionalize the program through a dedicated residential utility tax.  All other jurisdictions already 
had this tax, but not Arlington.  The tax of up to $4 per month was put in place and earmarked for the 
AIRE program whereas other jurisdictions funding went to the General Fund. 
 
The Community Energy Plan (CEP) has a 2050 target that is based on per capita population.  The 
County Energy Plan is absolute.  The target is harder as the County continues to open new schools, 
community centers, install new lights and signals, run new bus services, and more.  Mr. Morrill noted 
the “head wind” associated with the effort of reducing greenhouse gas emissions with increasing 
square footage, infrastructure, and fleet vehicles that have a slow turnover.  He also noted that many 
action items have already been taken such as LED street lights. On a positive note, the fuel mix from 
Dominion Power has been getting cleaner.  This mix includes less coal and more natural gas as well 
as renewables which lower the County’s greenhouse gas emissions.  
 



 

 

John noted that submeters and energy management systems are being installed in some County 
facilities.  He also noted that big equipment is being upgraded with high efficiency equipment as their 
replacement cycles come due, such as the boilers at Central Library. 
 
On the topic of renewables, Mr. Morrill noted that the County is exploring a partnership with Dominion 
Virginia power to install solar photovoltaic (PV) panels on Minor Hill.  Minor Hill is an area where up to 
24 million gallons of fresh water is stored in underground tanks.  Dominion has a program called the 
Solar Partnership Program on which they can own and install solar PV system.  It is estimated that a 
500 KW system could be possible at this site.  This project would be helpful from a relationship 
standpoint and to reach CEP deployment goals. If built, the PV array would more than double the 
entire solar generation in all of Arlington.   
 
John noted that there is going to be a new solar cooperative coming to Arlington.  Educational 
meetings will take place on November 5th and   November 19th.  Arlingtonians for a Clean 
Environment is going to open enrollment for 40-50 participants to work with Community Partners 
Network.  The price for work with this kind of cooperative generally comes in at 20-30% lower than 
had they done it themselves.   
 
A question arises frequently about electric vehicles (EV) and their ability to use charging station 
locations either on County Property or in the right-of-way.  The County is working an EV policy that 
may help clarify the County’s intent as well as help multi-family properties work to install EV charging 
stations. 
 
Scott D. asked what percentage of power the 500KW PV array might offset in the County.  John 
noted that it would equate to enough power for ~80 homes.   
 
Mike Hanna asked how APS and the County are working together to make sure that County is 
keeping APS on track to achieve energy targets.  John M. noted that APS has set ambitious targets 
but funding remains an ongoing issue. He noted that APS and the County continue to work closely on 
existing buildings and new projects.  
 
Scott Dicke asked what the Commission can do to support the program.  John noted that a letter 
would be helpful.  The lease would need to get Board approval, but not for many months. 
  

4. Legislative Priorities Letter  
The Commission reviewed and approved the letter. 

 
5. Green Building Incentive Letter Update and Review 

The Commission reviewed and approved the letter. 
 

6. Envision Courthouse Letter Review 
The Commission reviewed, discussed, and approved the letter as amended. 
 

7. Approval of Meeting Summary – September  2014 
Approved as amended.  
 

8. Old/New Business 
Patrick noted that the Abingdon Project is still very foundational.  The project is very narrow and 
wedged in among several neighborhood streets.  They are discussing building out and possible up, 
somewhat.  The Community association there is very sensitive about parking and open space. 

 
Alex noted that the WRAPS project was expected to be completed by the end of the year but that the 
timeline was not realistic. The group just completed the guiding principles for the environmental 
components.  The other items are still being reviewed.   

 
Tara noted that the Solid Waste meeting was pushed back to November or December.  



 

 

 
Christine and other staff met about the EA checklist and suggested input.  Joan is going to meet with 
staff to review the suggestions.  No Pedestrian Advisory Committee activity to report. 
 
Scott D. noted that the Public Land for Public Good meeting will occur on Tuesday at 7pm.  Scott 
asked for a volunteer to attend the meeting.  
 
 

 


