
Neighborhood Complete Streets Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Monday, June 19, 2017, Birch Room 

 

 Members Present:  Kevin Sweeney, Ed Hilz, Dwight Hlustick, Francesca Guerrero, Bill 
Braswell, Elisa Ortiz, Eric Goodman, Kevin Christensen, Girair Simon, (quorum present) 

 Members Absent: Tracie Morris, Nory Flores, Giles Crimi, Chips Johnson  

 Staff:  Ritch Viola 

 Meeting called to order:  7:00 p.m. 

 Public Comment: None. 

 Minutes:  Minutes from the 3/20/2017 meeting were adopted unanimously with no 
corrections. 

 Chair’s Report:  Kevin Sweeney reported that after nine and half years as the Chair of 
the Neighborhood Traffic Calming and Neighborhood Complete Streets commissions he 
will be stepping down when his term expires at the end of June.  He would like to 
continue to serve as a NCS commissioner if appointed by the County Board.  Elisa Ortiz 
has agreed to become the new Chair of the Commission.  All of the other commissioners 
with expiring terms have agreed to remain on the Commission with the exception of 
Chips Johnson.   

Kevin reported that the County Board did approve the NCS program’s budget along with 
the addition of two engineering staff positions for the program.  Funding of the first new 
position would be available on July 1, with the second position available on January 1, 
2018.  

Kevin reported that the NCSC had been offered an opportunity to display materials and 
staff a two-hour shift at the County Fair. Members agreed to take up the opportunity 
but would like to have candy or other swag to provide to fair goers.  

 Staff Update NCS Applications and Outreach:   

Ritch gave an overview of the public outreach process that had been undertaken to 
present the new program to the community and to begin soliciting project applications.  
Michelle Stafford and several commissioners presented at six meetings.  Staff also 
shared info via many list serves, through contacts with multi-family properties and via 
the APS safe-routes-to-school coordinator.  Announcements were shared through the 
WalkArlington newsletter, various social media outlets including Facebook and Next 
Door and with bilingual posters at several community centers.  Late in the application 
process an additional outreach effort was targeted at those communities which had not 
yet submitted applications or are traditionally less-represented on County commissions. 

 



Minutes, NCSC 06/19/17 Meeting 
Page 2 
 

 
 

Recommendations from the commission include documenting lessons learned from the 
outreach efforts.  Some other suggestions include reaching out the Mail Carriers 
Association to get their unique perspective on street conditions and to share our ranking 
criteria with the NCAC committee that is working on their program update. 

At the June 16 close of the application period approximately 360 applications had been 
received.  That number includes many instances of multiple applications for the same 
street, applications for street repairs/maintenance and applications otherwise ineligible 
such as arterial streets or active NC projects.   

County staff is currently reviewing the applications and sorting them as to eligibility.   
Staff will be responding to applicants with some preliminary comments as to whether 
their applicant is actually eligible.  The ineligible applications such as requests for street 
repairs, All Way Stop signs and traffic signals will be forwarded to the appropriate 
County offices and explanatory messages sent to the application submitters. Many of 
the applications will not be fully evaluated until traffic speed data, crash history and 
other attributes are collected.  Staff is currently working on the sorting and will schedule 
most traffic counts for early Fall when schools are in session. 

 

 Commission Administration:   

o Commissioners agreed that there should not be a July meeting, as insufficient 
evaluation of the applications will have occurred by that time.   

o The Chair will respond to the County Board’s office affirming the Commission’s 
desire to participate in the County Fair. 

o County staff will endeavor to have a preliminary assessment of the submitted 
applications by mid-August, in time for use in the County Fair presentation.  A 
decision on whether to hold a meeting on the scheduled August 21 date will be 
determined at a future date. 

o The Commissioners and staff thank Kevin Sweeney for his many years of 
dedicated service as Chairman to the NTCC and NCSC.  Staff also thanks Chips 
Johnson for his extended service to both the NTCC and NCSC.  

 

 Adjourned 7:55 PM 

Submitted by Ritch Viola (06/27/17) 


