
An error occurred with the thumb drive that contained the May E2C2 meeting minutes.  These draft minutes 
were recreated for this portion of the meeting, but no other notes are available from the May meeting.  

 
 

5/19/14 E2C2 DRAFT Meeting Minutes 
 
Mosaic Park – Aaron Wohler (DES) 
Aaron Wohler provided an informational update on the Mosaic Park project.  The park is located at 
the corner of N. Quincy Street and 5th Road. Mr. Wohler noted that the park has been in the planning 
phase for years.  As background Aaron noted that: 

 In 2005 a school age (5-12) playground with a bouldering wall, climbing net, other play 
features and site furnishings was installed. 

 In 2008, the County Board adopted the Founders Square Site Plan, located across N. 
Quincy Street from the park.  They also adopted a resolution to evaluate incorporating 
density from county property on the east side of N. Quincy Street into Founders Square 
in exchange for improvements to Mosaic Park.  

 Community Park Planning Process Occurred from  2008-2009 
 A Park Master Plan Was Adopted in 2009 
 2011 – Founders Square Amendment Adopted – Transfer of Density 
 Currently in the Park is in the Final Design / Permitting stage  

 
He noted that the park currently contains a small playground in the South East corner of the parcel.  
The design calls for replacement of the current park with an expanded design to serve the growing 
community around it. The design for the project is the culmination of community input, desires, 
surrounding needs, and community priorities.  Aaron noted that the park design goals include: 

• Interactive Elements 
• Shade and Seating 
• Flexibility 
• Creative Play 
• Sustainability 

 
Environmental issues that were noted at the meeting include, but are not limited to: 

• Poor soil structure  
• Contamination 
• Increased impervious area and energy use 
• Minimize impact by limiting excavation – footing design and storm water management 

profiles are limited in depth to keep disturbance to a minimum. Silva cells for trees in 
paved areas. 

• Current storm water management features include a subsurface passive irrigation / storm 
water management system, known as an “EPIC" system and two Bioretention facilities.  
The proposed facilities will provide both quality and quantity control for the project in 
accordance to local and state regulations. 

• Photo Voltaic System used to offset energy consumption 
 

Mr. Wohler noted that he has been working with County staff on stormwater mitigation.  The project 
plans to implement an EPIC System (Environmental Integrated Passive 
Chamber). This project has been used on other County projects successfully.  
Aaron noted that the sandy soil medium helps to create a capillary effect to 
irrigate all matter of plants. He also noted that it can’t be over compacted like 
other soil structures.   
 
Other park benefits of the EPIC system include: 

• Uses 50-85% Less Water for Irrigation 
• Safely Reuses Rainwater and Greywater for Irrigation 
• Manages Stormwater Effectively – 3-5 Gallons/SF Storage 

Capacity 



• Filtered Discharge – “Living System” Treatment 
• Up to 90% Reduction TSS / 85% Phosphorous Removal / 60% Nitrate Removal  
• Reduces Maintenance Costs 
• Reduces or Eliminates Need for Storm Ponds 
• Resists Compaction and Promotes Healthy Root Growth 
• Enhanced Nutrient Uptake 
• Increases the Durability and Health of the Lawn Area 
• Allows for Greater Plant Species Diversity 
• Helps to Create a Multi-functional and Sustainable Green Space 

Other stormwater BMPs will also be implemented on this site to manage stormwater.   
 
Aaron also noted that the project will have a significant number of solar panels 
throughout the park.  These will help the project to achieve net zero energy status.   
 
Christine asked why so much impervious area was being installed here and what options 
were evaluated. Aaron noted that pervious pavement was not possible for this site due to 
cost constraints.  The project will mitigate stormwater but he noted that the project 
attempted to take stakeholder input into account.  The elements that are incorporated into 
the project meet the requests from the community input process.  Christine noted that it 
was disappointing to see so much paved area.  She also noted the complexity of these 
systems. 
 
Several members discussed cost and why so much money was being spent on the water 
feature or the solar panels instead of pervious pavement.  Mr. Wohler noted that the solar 
was being installed to meet Board desires and the fountain was expected to cost less 
than ~$100,000. 
 
The Commission noted that net zero is a laudable goal but electronic play equipment and 
fountains would eliminate the need for much solar.  The Commission also noted that 
these parks are becoming less like parks and more like intensely complex playgrounds.  
The Commission iterated the importance of open space and how it continues to shrink in 
the place of paved plazas and loss of open spaces.  Aaron noted that he has heard that 
feedback.  He noted that there are several planning processes underway such as 
Courthouse planning process, Western Rosslyn, and that Quincy Park was in the pipeline 
for updates.  He noted that he hears this feedback and will convey it to staff.  He also 
noted the difficulty of creating these projects with so many stakeholder ‘wants’.  
 
The Commission liked the overall project.  Specifically they were pleased to see the net 
zero project aspiration, LED lighting, solar, stormwater management, and significant 
increase in trees on the site.  The Commission will draft a letter of support for the project.  
The letter will be circulated and reviewed at the upcoming June meeting.   
 
Specific questions for staff from this meeting include: 

 What is the percentage of pervious area to impervious are on the site? 
 Was any ambient air monitoring or soil gas sampling done to investigate the 

potential for vapor intrusion type impacts from the on-site contamination? 
 How many solar panels and what size will the system be? 
 How many trees are being installed, what caliper, and what type? 

 


