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Summary of June 23, 2014 Meeting 

2100 Clarendon Blvd, Azalea Conference Room 
 
Members Present:  Scott Dicke, Tara Zirker, Alex Sanders, Shannon Cunniff, Sarah Meservey, Terry 
Whitehead, Gabriel Thoumi, Mike Hanna, Eric Schneiter  
 
Members Absent:   Claire O’Dea, Patrick Kenney, Christine Ng, 
 
Guests: Aji Robinson (APS), Cathy Lin (APS), Jim Presswood, Kate Marshall, Peter Winebrenner      
 
Staff Present:  Adam Segel-Moss (DES) 
  
1. Public comment 

Kate Marshall - Serves on the APS Sustainability Committee and will be serving as an informal 
liaison between that APS group and the E2C2.  Kate has fifteen years of experience providing 
environmental and project management support to federal and private sector clients. She is the 
Director of SRA's Land and Sustainability Programs, helping communities and federal programs 
address climate resiliency, smart growth, community revitalization, economic development, and 
other environmental issues. She is also the technical Advisor to SRA's Go Green program. 
 
Save Thomas Jefferson Park -- Jim Presswood is the director of the Friends of Thomas Jefferson 
Park group that organized in response to Arlington Public Schools’ proposal for the site.  APS put 
forward a project that the community has objections to and would like to engage more thoroughly in 
the planning to accommodate future students.  Mr. Presswood noted the www.savetjpark.org 
website and welcomed Commission feedback and support.  
 
Mike Hanna asked if the Commission had taken a final stance on the buildup not out option that had 
been discussed previously by the Commission.  The first option that APS presented was in the 
center of the park.  Mike noted that if this project doesn’t go through then other schools will need to 
be expanded. The Commission discussed other APS options.   
 
Sarah M. asked if there is a specific concept that is the least offensive.  Mr. Presswood noted that 
the designs aren’t final and are undergoing discussions.  The new elementary school would be about 
800 students. 
 
Shannon C. asked if there were a way to evaluate the multiple programmatic options on the table. 
Alex articulated that the process is still so early it would be difficult to evaluate the very draft options.  
Mike suggested that a qualitative review should be a low lift.   Shannon suggested that a letter be 
drafted that requested an ask for a programmatic EA on environmental issues (e.g. open space, 
species impacts, stormwater, trees, etc.).  Mike H. suggested that minimized loss of open space, 
reduce impervious area, and natural resources also be included in the programmatic EA request 
letter. Shannon C. offered to draft a letter to address the issues noted. 
 

 
2. McKinley Environmental Assessment 

Ajibola Robinson is the APS project manager for McKinley and presented an update on the project 
status and Environmental Assessment.  Aji noted that as a result of the 2012 APS system wide 
capacity and facilities studies, an expansion to McKinley Elementary School was proposed and 
approved by the School Board. The approval included: 

Approximate square footage for the addition: 27,000 SF 
Approximately 12 room addition (9 classrooms with support spaces) 
Approved CIP Project Budget: $18.6M 
Transportation study start: March 2013 



Scheduled construction start: Spring 2015 
Scheduled construction completion: Summer 2016 

 
 
Mr. Robinson noted that APS and others have heard the issue of building up, not out.  Aji noted that 
there could be more support from this Commission and County planners about this if broader 
community exists for the idea.  Aji noted that support in the CIP process would be needed to push 
‘up, not out’ options that would require additional funding. 
 
The McKinley project submitted the Use Permit to CPHD for review.   
 
Gabriel T. asked how the project is incorporating lessons learned from the Ashlawn project both in 
timeline as well as design.  Peter noted that the project has been very conservative of tree removal 
and disclosure of other environmental issues in the aftermath of the Ashlawn project. He noted that 
APS now prefers to be more conservative in estimating environmental impacts.  
 
Scott Dicke provided input on the process thus far from McKinley.  He gave kudos to APS for their 
integrated process with the community on issues.  He noted that the project has been actively 
engaged with the community to address issues of tree canopy, parking, stormwater management 
and flooding mitigation, energy use, and more.  
 
Peter noted that the site will increase impervious area by 9000 ft.  The project will treat stormwater 
quality and quantity to the new 2014 design requirements.  There was also an issue discovered with 
the County’s stormwater line that was cracked and causing flooding.  The area is being addressed, 
 
In regards to parking, the increase capacity of 684 students would necessitate 108 places per the 
zoning requirements.  The proposed plan is to include 62 parking spots.  This would leave 26 spaces 
to be filled in the neighborhood. The project is looking to request a zoning variance to include 56 
spaces.  The project will install a shower facility for staff that bike and add ramps to help with bike 
storage. 
 
Peter noted that one of the lessons learned from Ashlawn was that an arborist needed to be brought 
on early.  They rated the trees based on caliper and quality of tree species.  The project is proposing 
the removal of ~65 trees and will install ~120 trees.  
 
The existing school is 61,260 and the proposed constructions would include 33,320.  The final 
project would be 89,780 ft.   
 
Sustainability Focus: 

1. Student education (building and site) 
2. Rainwater on the site – learning opportunity 
3. Building orientation (addition) 
4. Reduced building footprint 
5. Natural Light 
6. HVAC efficiency 
7. Efficient lighting (LED) 

 
Mike Hanna asked what the status of solar is on the project.  Peter noted that Scott Prisco would like 
to have solar on all APS project roofs, and this is no exception.  He noted that the project will be 
engineered to carry solar.  Solar is part of the project conversation but it hasn’t been detailed in the 
budget.  Cathy Lin noted that they are aligning the project with the Community Energy Plan.  She 
noted that this project is an addition but the cost effective thing to do with this project is to make the 
current project as energy efficient as possible, but not include solar on the project. Cathy also noted 
that they are still planning schools in the future with solar PV. 
 
Sarah M. noted that it is a fair expense to be incurred in the future.  She noted that it would be great 
to include it in the current project and not in the future.  
 
 



The Commission discussed the project and agreed that they support the project.  Scott Dicke 
suggested that APS take credit where credit it is due.  Scott D. suggested that the EA should note 
the showers and changing room, expandability into solar PV, and improved indoor air quality. 
 
Scott D. Volunteered to draft a letter of support for the project.  The letter will be ready for discussion 
at the July 28 E2C2 meeting. 
 
 

3. Mosaic Park 
The Commission discussed the project and amended the letter.  There was a motion to approve the 
letter that was approved unanimously. The letter will be send to the Board. 
 

 
4. Approval of Meeting Summary – June 2014 

June meeting minutes were lost when a thumb drive crashed.  Staff is working to recreate them. 
 
5. Old/New Business 

 
Mike Hanna noted that the Bike committee is undergoing revision of the Bike Master Plan.  Mike 
noted that it would also be helpful to have the Committee present to the Commission at some point 
in the near future.  
 
Gabriel noted the upcoming Courthouse Square Project meeting.  The project will come before the 
commission in September.  
 
Alex noted that Urban Forestry is concerned about green “natural” space.  Specific UF concerns 
include projects that will be coming up for renovation or refreshing such as Quincy Park.  Alex noted 
that the WRAPS project has many demands on a small site (secondary school for 1,300 students), 
3-4 bay fire station, preservation of open space, etc.  These issues will need to be balanced and the 
Commission should consider advocacy for green space. 
 
Scott D. noted that solid waste issues have come up with the Civic Federation.  The CF requested a 
meeting with solid waste to raise awareness about the programmatic changes.  The CF came into 
the process at the end of the process.    
 
Tara Z. – The CF wrote a resolution that supports the program changes but asked that the SWB 
report back to the CF after one year of program implementation.  The previous vendor is suing the 
vendor over the RFP which means that the County will delay the implementation.   
 
 
 


