March 18, 2017

Dear Members of the Arlington County Board:
The Commission on the Status of Women seeks to address violence against women - sexual, domestic,
and street harassment. As such, we continually monitor Arlington County Police Department reports of
sexual assaults and other sexual offenses.
We wish to bring the Board’s attention to the disturbing upward trend of these crimes from 2014 to
2016.
Sexual Assault

Other Sexual Offenses

2014

24 Incidents
-1 Object Sexual Penetration
-23 Rape

137 Incidents

2015

27 Incidents
-1 Aggravated Sexual Battery
-1 Object Sexual Penetration
-25 Rape

114 Incidents

2016

50 Incidents
-2 Aggravated Sexual Battery
-4 Forcible Sodomy
-4 Object Sexual Penetration
-40 Rape

151 Incidents

Source: Arlington County Crime Mapping Tool, 3/13/17
In 2016 the Arlington County Police Department moved from publishing Incident Tracking spreadsheets
on their website to the online Crime Mapping Tool. While we welcome the visualization and analytics
available in this tool, neither it or the Daily Crime Reports give incident details we believe would be
helpful to community members - and in particular, women - in knowing the full picture of the safety of
their neighborhoods and their risk level, only the category of the crime and the type of location. Lacking
are any descriptions of the suspects or other details that would help the public identify suspects or
trends. In fact, the Daily Crime Reports do not include the sexual assaults listed in the Crime Mapping
Tool. In examining the Daily Crime Reports for the period of December 2016 when eight sexual
assaults and ten other sexual offenses were reported, only one was included in these daily reports.
We would appreciate the assistance of the Board in answering, or helping us find the answers to, several
questions that would help us to better understand this crime increase and the County’s response to it.
Has there been any change in how crimes are categorized that would account for this increased
reporting of sexual assaults and other sexual offenses?
Has the Board been made aware of these increases in the number of crimes? Has the Board
instructed any county staff to take any action on them?

Why are these crimes not included in the Daily Crime Reports posted on the county website?
The most frequently listed address on the crime reports is the 1400 block of North Courthouse
Road (24 incidents in 2016). Is this the actual location of the incidents or it used as the reported
location for another reason?
We thank the Board in advance for its attention to this matter and welcome any guidance or instruction
on what the Commission can do to help keep Arlingtonians safe from sexual violence.
Respectfully,

Caroline Gary Romano

Caroline Romano, Chair
On behalf of the Commissioners of the Arlington County Commission on the Status of Women

