
 

 

 
Environment and Energy Conservation Commission 

Draft 
 

Summary of April 23, 2012 Meeting 
2100 Clarendon Blvd, Azalea Conference Room 

 
Members Present:  Sarah Meservy, Eric Harold, Scott Dicke, Scott Bauer,  Brooks Rainwater, Christine 
Ng, Bree Raum 
 
Members Absent:   Shannon Cunniff, Claire O’Dea, Dean Amel, Shannon Siart, Mike Hanna, Alex 
Sanders 
 
Guests:    Bernie Berne, David Rokeach, Larry Finch, Dan Broder, Travis Culter  
 
Staff Present:  Adam Segel-Moss (DES), Ritch Viola (DES) 
 

 
1. Public comment on general topics 

Bernie Berne asked for additional information about open space coverage for site plan projects.   
Specifically, Mr. Berne noted that 650 North Glebe Road should have >10% open space on site, but 
suggested that it will only have 3% coverage. Staff is looking into this and will report back at the next 
E2C2 meeting.  

 
2. Washington Boulevard Bike Trail (Richard Viola, DES) 

The County is working to construct a new bike trail from Washington Boulevard to Arlington Boulevard 
along Virginia Department of Transportation property.  The trail will cross limited DOD property and 
connect to Towers Park 

.  
 

This project has been in process since 2005 and is in the final 80% design phase.  The trail design is 
2,650’ long and 10‘ wide.  Areas of the trail will be 12’-14’ wide where retaining walls are in place.   
Retaining walls will be used to minimize the impact on nearby trees and stabilize the steep grade. 
Gravity walls and pile stabilized retaining walls are two techniques that will limit tree impacts.  The 
planned trail material is asphalt and will be very close to the southbound lane of Washington Boulevard.   
 



 

 

Bernie Berne asked if the trail could be located on the opposite side of the trail since there are fewer 
trees.  Mr. Viola noted that there is very little access to the trail along the northbound lane and there are 
several dangerous road crossings.  In addition, there is a limited amount of space between the DoD 
property and Washington Boulevard. 
 
Eric Harold asked for additional clarification about the stream crossing.  Mr. Viola noted that staff is 
looking into a bridge in lieu of concrete culverts. This would preserve the natural environment of the 
stream.   Additional information will be included in the 90% design documents 
 
Christine asked if there will be a staging area for construction since the grade is very steep.  Ritch noted 
that successful water main work has occurred in this area.   Previously the shoulder of the VDOT road 
was allowed for staging with significant signage.  The shoulder can be used and will not result in the lane 
closure or other traffic impediments. 
 
Scott Bauer noted that we haven’t seen many EA 4.4 analyses lately.  Mr. Bauer asked why this project 
undertook an analysis.  Mr. Viola noted that he looked at the requirements for the EA process, 
recognized that an EA was necessary per the requirements, and contacted the appropriate staff.  
 
Mr. Dicke asked that the changes incorporated into this project be brought back to the commission. Eric 
Harold noted that the project was at the 80% phase and asked if changes were still viable.  Mr. Viola 
responded that drainage, infiltration, and bridge modifications are all items than can be changed at this 
point. The main trail location is fairly set, but some tweaks are possible to minimize tree impacts, reduce 
stormwater flows, and minimize impacts to the surroundings.   
 
Larry Finch noted that only 17 trees are 20’’ or bigger.  Mr. Finch asked if it was possible to shift the trail 
away from those specific trees to preserve them.  Mr. Viola will look at the trail and tree plan again to see 
if changes may be made to reduce the impacts to those 17 trees.  Mr. Viola also noted that if the trail is 
too close to the road then root issues occur on the trail and require more maintenance.   
 
Christine asked if stormwater could be addressed further in the EA. Staff is looking into options to 
infiltrate water from the trail in bioswales.  Additional information will be available in future design 
iterations.  Mr. Harold asked if there is any possible use of porous surface.  Mr. Viola noted that it would 
add approximately $500,000 to the cost of the trail and wasn’t economically feasible. 
 
Mr. Viola will continue to work with staff to address stormwater mitigation, tree protection, and bridge 
alternatives to preserve the existing stream channel.  Once the 90% design is complete, Mr. Viola 
agreed to return to the E2C2 for a final presentation and to present all changes that occurred as part of 
the EA 4.4 process. 

 
 

3. Capital Improvement Plan Letter 
Scott Bauer sent a draft CIP letter to commission members for review in advance of the meeting. The 
purpose of the letter is to comment on the County’s Capital Improvement Plan for Fiscal Years 2013 
through 2022.   
 
E2C2 generally supports the recommendations of the Capital Improvement Plan Working Group Report 
to the Arlington County Board, dated October 26, 2011, but E2C2 also wants to draw the Board’s 
attention to a few concerns before the Board adopts the County’s Capital Improvement Plan for Fiscal 
Years 2013 through 2022. 
 
Scott Dicke noted that the CEP implementation project should align with the County goals and take into 
consideration specific County master plans. 
 
Scott Bauer has concern that general environmental components are not weighted appropriately within 
the CIP process.  It was suggested that a specific percentage weight be incorporated into future CIP 
processes (e.g. minimum of 5-10%). 



 

 

 
Several changes were discussed and Scott is finalizing the draft that was discussed.  The letter will be 
sent to the Board members in advance of the upcoming meeting. 
<Approved as amended> 

 
5. Approval of Meeting Summary March 26, 2012 

<Approved as amended> 
 
6. Old/New Business 

Scott Dicke gave a report on the NRJAG as it pertains to environmental assessment.  Mr. Dicke also 
suggested that Cathy Lin present on school actions, along with PFRC, and schools sustainability 
committee 
 
 
Larry Finch reported that the County Board approved an operating budget of $50,000 for summer tree 
planting and watering to ensure their survival.  Mr. Finch also noted that the Board approved $100,000 to 
address invasives in priority urban environments.  The funding was originally identified in the capital 
budget, but was modified and eventually approved from the operating budget.  
  
 
 


