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May 31, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jay Fisette, Chair 
Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 
Arlington, VA  22201 
 
Subject: Chesapeake Bay Preservation Areas (CBPA) map 

Dear Chair Fisette, 
 
The Department of Environmental Services (DES) presented the update to the Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation Areas (CBPA) map at our April 27 meeting. The County Board will soon consider 
the proposed updated CBPA map and the Urban Forestry Commission urges the County Board 
to adopt the updated CBPA map as a measure to promote protection of Arlington’s important 
natural resources. 

The CBPA map depicts the location of Resource Protection Areas, or RPAs in Arlington. RPAs 
are established by the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 61) and include 
streams, rivers, and other water bodies and the environmentally sensitive lands within 100 feet 
of these water resources. These areas are known as stream or wetland buffers, and help 
protect water quality by: 
 
 filtering out pollutants from stormwater runoff, 
 reducing the volume of stormwater runoff, 
 minimizing erosion, and 
 providing wildlife habitat. 
 
As a result of recent assessment work using technologies not available in the original 1992 
mapping, new information about water resources in Arlington County is available. The County 
completed a Natural Resources Inventory in 2008, and conducted a stream assessment and 
storm sewer mapping for the Stormwater Master Plan in 2014.  As a result of this work, new 
segments of stream have been identified, and some features that are identified as streams on 
the current map have been confirmed as other types of stormwater structures.  These new 
stream segments - as well as wetland areas identified in the natural resource inventory - are 
being added to the map during the proposed update. 
 
The update to the CBPA map will result in better protection of natural resources. It will add 
Resource Protection Area designation to resources that deserve environmental protection, and 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/natural-resources-management-plan/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/environment/stream-assessment/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/environment/stormwater-master-plan/


Page 2 
 

remove it where the designation is not warranted. As a result of the proposed map update 
approximately 200 properties in Arlington will receive a new RPA designation. However, 
approximately 275 will have their RPA designation removed. Overall the proposed map update 
will decrease the number of RPA properties in Arlington. 
 
Development projects on properties where RPA is designated are subject to review for water 
quality impacts during permitting. The potential for pollution from stormwater runoff, erosion 
on steep slopes and impacts to existing trees and vegetation are part of the water quality 
impact review. The Resource Protection Area designation can protect and improve existing 
forested areas within Arlington County. Multiple benefits to water quality, to wildlife, and to 
public health result from maintaining and improving Arlington’s forested stream and wetland 
buffers. 
 
The map update will benefit property owners and the real estate and development 
communities. More accurate information about the location of RPAs will be available to the 
public, and projects that could impact water resources will be more accurately identified and 
referred for appropriate review. 
 
Outreach to property owners has resulted in a variety of responses. The majority of property 
owners simply wish to understand the impact of the designation. A few are upset about new 
RPA designations on their property while others prefer their RPA designation not be removed 
because of the protection the designation provides to forested areas both on their property 
and that of neighboring parcels.  It is useful for property owners to better understand water 
quality and other issues related to their property; however, whether or not a property has an 
RPA designation is based on the scientific assessment. 
  
In summary, the proposed map update will ensure that the County’s CBPA map has the most up 
to date and accurate information available for property owners, developers, and staff to 
protect natural resources and that the ecosystem services provided by RPA buffers are 
maintained. The Urban Forestry Commission supports the proposed RPA map update and urges 
the Board to adopt the updated map when it comes before them for consideration in July 2017. 

  
Thank you for your attention and consideration of these comments. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Nora Palmatier, Chair 
Urban Forestry Commission 
 


