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March 23, 2018 

 

The Honorable Katie Cristol, Chair 

Arlington County Board 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 

Arlington, VA  22201 

 

Subject: The Fiscal Year 2019 Budget  

 

Dear Chair Cristol:  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Fiscal Year 2019 Proposed Budget. We 

are pleased to see that this year’s budget process avoided cuts to the operational budget of 

the Urban Forestry and Landscaping Division program.  We applaud the continuing use 

of funding from the County’s Stormwater Program to plant street trees, which is evidence 

of the importance of tree canopy in reducing storm water run-off. The division’s FY2018 

Critical Measures report shows a net gain of 210 street trees in the past year.  It also 

indicates an increase in acreage actively managed for invasive plant removal, with no 

consequent increase in budget costs.  

   

We are concerned that continuing budget issues may impact additional financing needs. 

Once POPS is completed this fall, the Urban Forestry Master Plan and Natural Resources 

Management Plan will be updated.  In preparation, Staff and UFC members are already 

collecting data from the iTree Eco Study and satellite imagery of the Tree Canopy Cover 

Study.  Additional funding will be needed for the public involvement part of the County 

process.  How this can be accomplished cost-effectively, aided by partnering with groups 

such as Tree Stewards and Master Naturalists, as well as innovative on-line participation, 

is what we shall be exploring during 2018.  

 

The Urban Forestry Commission thanks you again for the opportunity to provide 

comments on the Fiscal Year 2019 Proposed Budget. We look forward to our continued 

participation throughout this process.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Nora Palmatier, Chair 

Urban Forestry Commission 

 

cc. Mark Schwartz, County Manager 


