
URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION 

2700 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22206 
TEL 703-228-6525   FAX 703-228-6507     www.arlingtonva.us  

August 7, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jay Fisette, Chair 
Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 
Arlington, VA  22201 
 
Subject: Lubber Run Community Center 
 
Dear Chair Fisette: 
 
The Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) has been following the planning process for the redesign 
of the Lubber Run Community Center and we continue to have concerns regarding the 
preservation of trees and natural areas on and adjacent to the property.  
   
UFC has been gratified that tree preservation and protection of the natural areas of 
the park have been a high priority of the community throughout the planning process. 
We also appreciate the creative design and the use of green roofs to create 
manufactured green space which the Board has approved. Yet the principle of 
building up and not out has not been adhered to in this design, resulting in a 
sprawling building that removes too many valuable mature trees.  Despite the 
significant efforts of the project architects to focus on tree preservation, the proposed 
building footprint of the new community center damages high value trees by 
intruding excessively into the natural areas of Lubber Run Park.  
 
To ameliorate the negative impact that the construction of the new community center 
will have on the natural areas, we recommend:  
 

a) prioritizing the preservation of high value trees on the project site and 
between the proposed center and Lubber Run Park 

b) moving the proposed community center building closer to North Park 
Street to minimize the intrusion of the building into the adjacent natural 
areas of the park  

c) If shifting footprint is not feasible, then shrinking the west wing of the 
proposed building and moving that square footage to the south wing 
should be considered  
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We understand that moving closer to Park St. may impact some ornamental trees 
closest to that street, but we believe that reducing impact on the adjacent natural 
areas is a higher priority than preserving landscaping which can be replaced.  We also 
support replacing the trees removed during construction with appropriate native 
trees on other parts of the new Lubber Run Community Center site.         
  
We believe that the foregoing recommendations will help preserve and enhance the 
park and natural areas adjacent to the Community Center, result in a more 
sustainable overall design and should be adopted as part of the final plans for the 
Center.  We appreciate the opportunity to share our views with you. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Nora Palmatier, Chair 
Urban Forestry Commission 
 
 
 
Cc:   Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 

Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Members, Planning Commission 
 
 


