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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

July 11, 2017 
Approved on September 12, 2017 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

Erika Chiang 

Carlota Cobo 

James Davenport 

Deidre Grant 

Takis Karantonis 

Laura MacNeil 

Linda Massaro 

Alexa Mavroidis 

William Staderman 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Steve Yaffe (staff) 

Cristin Tolen (staff) 

Andrew McAllister (guest) 

Daniel Goodman (guest) 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:04 p.m.   

 

There were no speakers during the public comment period.  The May 9, 2017, meeting notes 

were approved. 

 

1. Metro Topics. 

  

Cristin Tolen reported that Metro’s fare increase went into effect June 25.  She provided a 

handout listing the “state of good operations” proposals for Metrobus service changes in 

Virginia.  These service adjustments are intended to make the bus service more efficient.  This 

Thursday the Metro Board will consider a request for a public hearing in September for the cost-

neutral bus service adjustments and the Arlington TDP recommendations for Columbia Pike 

Premium Transit Service.  Most of the service changes would be implemented in June 2018. 

 

There was discussion about the changes in operating hours for Metrorail service that recently 

went into effect.  Ms. Tolen was asked to research just what Metrorail closing time means at the 

different stations. 

 

2. ART Facility Needs. 

 

Steve Yaffe reviewed facility needs for ART buses.  The Transit Development Plan calls for 

future expansion of the fleet, which currently is just below 50 buses in peak service.  ART 

facilities are currently split among several locations.  The new light maintenance facility on 

South Eads Street will open soon and the 22 buses currently stored at the water pollution control 
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plant will move there.  The rest of the buses are parked at a leased lot off Shirlington Road, 

where school buses are also stored.  The ART dispatcher’s office is not collocated with the bus 

storage and maintenance.  Heavy maintenance is performed at a leased site nine miles away in 

Fairfax County.  Communication is a problem with the scattered facilities. 

 

The County’s Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) has been looking at long-term 

property needs for County facilities, including ART bus operations.  Mr. Yaffe said the County 

Manager had recommended to JFAC that the County acquire the Shirlington site, but that would 

require relocating the CubeSmart self-storage business there to the Buck property the County 

plans to buy near Washington-Lee High School.  The Shirlington lot could store 60 buses and the 

property could be expanded to provide more storage or build a future heavy maintenance facility 

there.  The County is also acquiring the Virginia Hospital Center property on South Carlin 

Springs Road, but that location has problems with access. 

 

Transit staff will be meeting with the JFAC on July 27. 

 

3. Review of June 14 Bus Tour. 

 

Steve Yaffe reviewed the June 14 bus tour of transit facilities in Pentagon City, Crystal City and 

Shirlington.  The tour was held jointly with members of the Pedestrian Advisory Committee.  He 

said that the transit staff would be doing a tour in September for County engineers to look at the 

design of bus stops and transit facilities. 

 

John Carten commented that TAC tours of transit facilities, which have been taking place for a 

number of years, are very helpful in seeing the projects and improvements discussed at the 

meetings.  

 

Mr. Yaffe said that the contribution of the Pedestrian Advisory Committee is valuable in looking 

at access to bus stops and transit.  He suggested that the two committees could meet jointly at 

another time during the year. 

 

4.  Clarendon Late Night Transit Services. 

 

Steve Yaffe provided a flyer on late-night transit services available from the Clarendon area. It 

will be distributed through the Clarendon Alliance and the police.  John Carten asked that the 

flyer be scanned and emailed to the TAC members.  Takis Karantonis suggested the information 

be put on a poster and placed at the Clarendon Metro station.  He also suggested working with 

bartenders and waiters to train them on the late-night transit options available to customers. 

 

5.  Report from Accessibility Subcommittee. 
 

Alexa Mavroidis reported that the Subcommittee heard public comments at its meeting on June 

15.  Comments included objections to the recent fare increase and questions as to why the 

subcommittee did not oppose the fare increase.  Steve Yaffe let the Subcommittee know that 

STAR would be providing “reasonable accommodations” in line with FTA regulations.  

Reasonable accommodations do not include requesting specific drivers or vehicles.  
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6.  Additional Items from Members and Staff. 
 

Steve Yaffe said that staff would like the September TAC meeting to include an opportunity for 

public comment on VRE’s plans for the Crystal City station.  Staff may ask the TAC to take a 

position on the project.  John Carten requested that material on the project be sent to the 

Committee in advance of the meeting along with a staff recommendation. 

 

James Davenport said that he has been attending the Streetlight Management Plan Advisory 

Panel.  He asked that TAC members send him any ideas or comments they have on streetlights.  

Steve Yaffe said that some ART drivers have complained about lighting on a section of Old Lee 

Highway.  

 

Erika Chiang said she has observed that ART Real Time information is not the same when it is 

provided on different technologies. 

 

Richard Hartman said that the Transportation Commission is planning a walking tour of the area 

around the Crystal City VRE station.  Members of the TAC will be invited to join the tour when 

a date is set.  

 

7.  Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 12, 2017.   


