
 1 

Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

September 13, 2016 
(approved October 11, 2016) 

Present: 

John Carten 

Harvey Berlin 

Carlota Cobo 

Herschel Kanter 

Laura MacNeil 

Linda Massaro 

Alexa Mavroidis 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Bee Buergler (staff) 

William Jones (staff) 

Jason Friess (DMF staff) 

Eric Goldstein (Pedestrian Advisory Committee) 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:02. p.m.  

 

There were no speakers during the public comment period. 

 

1. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes for the July 12, 2016, meeting were approved. 

 

2. Metro Topics. 
 

Jason Friess discussed Metro’s FY 2017 budget.  He provided a handout that included a report 

from radio station WAMU about Metro’s ongoing negotiations with the largest employee union.  

Mr. Friess said that the budget process for 2017 will be difficult—ridership is down and it will be 

harder to find savings than in 2016, when $100 million was shifted from capital to operating 

funds.  It is likely that fares will be raised.  A budget gap of $200-300 million is anticipated.  

Arlington’s share of that gap is $13-20 million. 

 

Mr. Friess and William Jones talked about Metro’s proposal to cut the hours of rail service.  

Metro has presented four scenarios that would reduce the late night service in order to free up 

eight more hours a week for maintenance.  A public comment period on the proposals will take 

place in October.   

 

3. Transit Capital Projects. 
 

Bee Buergler reported on two capital projects.  She passed around photos showing the 

construction of the ART light maintenance facility on South Eads Street.  The hope is to move in 

by February.  Total cost is $17.6 million.  The County is also leasing property in Shirlington to 

park 20-35 buses.  It will include an enclosed facility to store shelters and other amenities.  Ms. 
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Buergler also reported on the Pentagon City second elevator project.  Preliminary design was 

completed three years ago but the project was put on hold.  This month the County Board is 

expected to approve a contract to complete the design. 

 

Also on the County Board agenda in September is approval of a grant agreement with the state 

for capital and operating grants.  The County submits grant applications to the state each year on 

February 1.  They are approved by the Commonwealth Transportation Board in June.  Staff will 

put together the FY 2018 application in December. 

 

4. ART Service Changes. 
 

William Jones described ART service changes that took place on August 21 and 22.  Route 43 in 

Rosslyn was moved off of Fort Myer Drive because of safety concerns.  Route 55 had a schedule 

change to improve on-time performance.  Route 84 added morning trips.  A new route 54 was 

started to serve Dominion Hills.  On September 19, Route 92 will see an increase in frequency 

and will move to the lower bus bay at the Pentagon. 

 

In response to a question, Mr. Jones said that the County will look into operating Route 41 later 

on Sundays.  

 

5. Report from Accessibility Subcommittee. 

 

Laura MacNeil and Alexa Mavroidis discussed the Accessibility Subcommittee meeting coming 

up on Thursday.  STAR riders have been invited to attend and comment on four policy 

recommendations: 

1. Expanding the pickup window from 10 to 20 minutes, 

2. A new STAR Call Center contract to include new scheduling software and better 

communications, 

3. A trial of reduced price taxi tickets that can be used to provide more scheduling 

flexibility for riders, and 

4. Providing door-to-door service where customers require it. 

 

6.  Other Items. 

 

Richard Hartman mentioned that Lynn Rivers had been named as the new Transit Bureau Chief, 

starting in that position on September 19.  William Jones added that she will continue her role as 

Metro representative for now. 

 

Eric Goldstein of the Pedestrian Advisory Committee reported that the PAC is looking at police 

enforcement and crash rates. 

 

7.  Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m.  

 

The next scheduled meeting date is Tuesday, October 11, 2016.   


