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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

June 14, 2016 
(approved July 12, 2016) 

 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

Carlota Cobo 

David Dickson 

Franz Gimmler 

Herschel Kanter 

Katy Lang 

Alexa Mavroidis 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Marti Reinfeld (staff) 

William Jones (staff) 

Larry Filler (staff) 

Stu Whitaker (guest) 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:04. p.m.  

 

There were no speakers during the public comment period. 

 

1. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes for the May 10, 2016, meeting were approved. 

 

2. Transit Development Plan. 
 

Marti Reinfeld presented an overview of Arlington’s 10-Year Transit Development Plan (TDP).  

The plan is required by the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation every six 

years to enable local jurisdictions to be eligible for state funding.  The transit Bureau is in the 

process of briefing various groups and public meetings on the draft plan.  Adoption by the 

County Board is expected in July. 

 

The TDP includes a system-wide analysis of bus service, including both ART and Metrobus.  An 

emphasis is on the Columbia Pike corridor, providing a premium service to replace the cancelled 

streetcar.  The plan includes recommendations for route-by-route operational changes.  It also 

covers capital improvements such as fleet needs, maintenance facilities, off-vehicle fare 

collection, and transit stations. 

 

TAC members’ questions and comments included vehicles and propulsion systems, amenities 

planned for Columbia Pike, off-vehicle fare collection, and transit stations.  The County Board is 

scheduled to consider the TDP at its July meeting.   
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3. Metro SafeTrack Response. 
 

William Jones discussed Metro’s SafeTrack accelerated maintenance program, which will last 

until March of next year.  The SafeTrack program includes a series of two to three week “surges” 

affecting various parts of the rail system.  Metro was in the second week of the first surge, which 

involved single-tracking between East Falls Church and Ballston.  The second surge, beginning 

June 18, will require closing of sections of the Orange and Silver lines near Stadium-Armory and 

closing the Blue Line north of Arlington Cemetery.  To ameliorate the Blue Line closing, 

beginning June 18 ART will provide daily service on ART 43 between Crystal City and Rosslyn 

and Courthouse.  Currently ART 43 only operates during peak periods on weekdays.  This 

enhanced service is planned to run through the duration of Metro’s SafeTrack effort.   

  

5. Report from Accessibility Subcommittee. 

 

Alexa Mavroidis reported that she had been named to the Access for All Advisory Committee of 

the Council of Governments Transportation Planning Board. 

 

She said the Accessibility Subcommittee had held its regular meeting when riders are invited to 

give feedback.  There was some concern from the public that the Subcommittee had previously 

canceled or rescheduled this meeting.  Staff and the chair made a commitment to not cancel or 

move the public comment meetings. 

 

Ms. Mavroidis said the next Subcommittee meeting will discuss paratransit access to Joint Base 

Myer-Henderson Hall.  Some taxi drivers do not want to go through the hassle of getting onto the 

base.  William Jones said he would be going to a meeting with people from the base tomorrow 

and would report back to the Subcommittee. 

 

6. Additional Items from Committee Members and Staff. 

 

Marti Reinfeld reported that all of Arlington’s I-66 projects discussed at the last meeting were 

accepted by the Commonwealth Transportation Board, except the CarFree mobile planning app. 

 

7. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

 

The next scheduled meeting date is Tuesday, July 12, 2016.  Staff will look into scheduling a 

tour of Arlington transit projects. 


