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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

May 12, 2015 
(Approved June 9, 2015) 

 

 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

Harvey Berlin 

James Davenport 

Frances DeSilva 

Franz Gimmler 

Herschel Kanter 

Katy Lang 

Laura MacNeil 

Alexa Mavroidis 

William Staderman 

Joseph Warren 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Mary Shavalier (staff) 

Steven Yaffe (staff) 

Lynn Rivers (staff) 

Jerry Coates (staff) 

Angie de la Barrera (staff) 

 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. There was no public comment. 

 

1. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes from the April 14, 2015, meeting were approved. 

 

2. Geocortex Demonstration. 
 

Jerry Coates of the County’s GIS team gave a demonstration of Goecortex, a county 

mapping tool that is available to the public and is accessible on the County Web site. A 

number of transit data layers are available. 

 

Committee members had several questions.  Herschel Kanter asked about plans for 

publicizing this mapping tool.  The County’s communications people are using social 

media and public service announcements.  Franz Gimmler asked if there was any 

information on bus service frequency.  There have not been any requests to place this 

information on the site.  Alexa Mavrodis asked if accessibility information was included.  

It is not, but could be added; Oleg Kotov of the Transit Bureau maintains accessibility 

information on bus stops.  Katy Lang asked how many hits the site gets.  It gets about 

2,000 per day.  
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3. Metro Topics. 
 

Lynn Rivers reported on several Metro topics.  She discussed the incident yesterday, 

when smoke in the Rosslyn tunnel disrupted train service.  The bus bridge could not 

handle the traffic.  There will be an after-action report at the Metro Board meeting 

Thursday on communication during emergencies.    

 

Ms. Rivers also discussed intra-jurisdictional disputes.  Virginia, D.C. and Maryland are 

still negotiating the purchase of order for the additional new rail cars and whether they 

will be used for eight-car trains or to replace more of the older cars.  WMATA received a 

$12 million grant from the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority.  $7 million was 

to be used for buses, but the Metro jurisdictions could not reach agreement that the funds 

would stay in Virginia.  Another NVTA project was traction power upgrades for eight-car 

trains, but Maryland is holding the 5A Dulles bus hostage.  Ms. Rivers said that these 

horse-trading games could lead to a “slippery slope.” 

 

The Metro budget will be voted on at Thursday’s Board meeting.  Arlington’s share of 

the subsidy will go from $51 to $58 million.  Next year will probably see a fare increase. 

 

4. ART House Construction. 
 

Mary Shavalier reported that the County Board is considering a contract award for the 

ART House construction.  The low bidder was W.M. Schlosser.  The cost will be around 

$12 million with a 15 percent contingency.  Construction will take 16 to 18 months.  

During construction, the buses will park at a temporary lot near Four Mile Run.  When 

construction is complete, there will be space to park about 46 buses, with space still 

needed for 19 buses.   

 

5. ART Bus Service Changes.  

 

Steve Yaffe reported that changes will be made in July to improve service on three ART 

bus routes—41, 43 and 87.  At the end of the year, service will be added on ART 42 and 

45.  Also at the end of the year a new ART 55 will take over the Metrobus Route 3A on 

Lee Highway with headways of 15 minutes all day and 20 minutes on Saturday.    

 

6. Report from Accessibility Subcommittee. 
 

Frances DeSilva reported that the Accessibility Subcommittee discussed proposed 

revisions to the STAR Rider Guide.  The public will be invited to a presentation of the 

changes at the next meeting. 

 

7. Additional Items from Members and Staff. 
 

John Carten asked about the Code of Conduct for ART that was discussed at the April 

meeting.  Steve Yaffe said that it is being reviewed by the County Attorney. 

 

James Davenport asked about Arlington’s role in the Northern Virginia Transportation 

Commission’s Route 7 transit study.  Lynn Rivers said that this is Phase 2 of the Route 7 
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study.  Arlington is part of a technical group for the study, and the first meeting was held 

last week. 

 

Mr. Carten said that his SmarTrip card has shown different amounts of money.  Ms. 

Rivers explained that the card has two pockets of money—transit benefits and reserve.    

Mr. Carten asked about Metro’s new fare collection system.  Ms. Rivers said the pilot 

will end in July.  Then Metro will review an open-payment system using credit cards.  

Alexa Mavrodis asked how the discount for seniors and disabled riders would work when 

using credit cards.  

 

 9. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  

 

The next meeting date is Tuesday, June 9, 2015.   


