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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

May 10, 2016 
(approved June 14, 2016) 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

Deidre Grant 

Franz Gimmler 

Laura MacNeil 

Alexa Mavroidis 

William Staderman 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Steven Yaffe (staff) 

Lynn Rivers (staff) 

William Jones (staff) 

Larry Filler (staff) 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:02. p.m. He asked for a moment of silence in remembrance 

of Frances DeSilva, a Transit Advisory Committee member and co-chair of the Accessibility 

Subcommittee, who passed away the previous week. 

 

There were no speakers during the public comment period. 

 

1. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes for the April 12, 2016, meeting were approved. 

 

2. Metro Topics. 
 

Lynn Rivers discussed Metro’s SafeTrack plan for accelerated rehabilitation of the Metrorail 

system, announced on May 6.  The plan is intended to provide three years of maintenance effort 

in one year.  It will require closing or single-tracking portions of the rail lines for several days or 

weeks at a time beginning this June and will have region-wide impacts.   

 

Ms. Rivers provided a draft of the plan and described the scheduled closings that would affect 

Arlington.  She noted, however, that it is still a draft plan and is being revised.  Next week the 

General Manager will announce the final schedule. 

 

Metro and the jurisdictions are working on plans to provide alternate bus service during the 

shutdown of the various rail lines. 

 

3. Transit Development Plan. 
 

Steve Yaffe and William Jones reported on the Transit Development Plan (TDP).  They 

presented a table showing frequencies for the restructuring of the Columbia Pike service, which 
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is proposed to take place in January 2018.  The service will include off-board fare collection 

when the Columbia Pike Transit Stations are completed in 2020.  In June 2018, Arlington will 

receive eight new buses and will take over the Metrobus 22 line. 

 

The TDP report will have a map of the proposed Primary Transit Network, which will have 15-

minute service seven days a week.  The PTN network will include Glebe Road up to Marymount 

University, and eventually it will include Pershing Drive.  Mr. Yaffe said that ART will have 

three million rides this year and the TDP proposals will take that up to four million. 

 

Franz Gimmler pointed out the need for a more aggressive advertising of the ART service.  

Laura MacNeil asked about the idea of flex service replacing scheduled service on some routes 

and was told that more work needs to be done to study it. 

 

4.  ART Third Quarter Performance. 

 

William Jones said that he has been given a charge to streamline the performance report.  The 

idea is to have a two-page monthly report to share with the TAC.  The new performance report 

will be posted on the Web and emailed to the TAC after the County Board has seen it.   

 

Mr. Jones said that for the third quarter of Fiscal Year 2016, ART had 783,000 passengers--up 

20 percent over last year.  STAR had 24,000, the same as last year.  ART service was 96-97 

percent on time, the same as last year. 

. 

5. Report from Accessibility Subcommittee. 

 

Alexa Mavroidis reported that the Accessibility Subcommittee discussed where paratransit 

should pick up and drop off passengers at Union Station.  Andrew Wexler is looking into this 

and may join an interagency coordination group. 

 

The next subcommittee meeting is May 19.  It will be the regular quarterly meeting where STAR 

riders are invited to come in and air their concerns. 

 

Ms. Mavroidis said that she had applied to join the Council of Government’s Access for All 

Committee but had not heard back yet. 

 

6. Additional Items from Committee Members and Staff. 

 

Franz Gimmler brought up the Transform 66 project and the list of applications to NVTC for 

funding from toll revenue on I-66.  He said Arlington’s projects should get all of the money and 

he urged TAC members to talk to the County Board members. 

 

Lynn Rivers provided a handout on Arlington’s six project proposals.  She said she is on 

NVTC’s Technical Committee along with Sarah Crawford from Arlington’s transportation staff.  

She said NVTC received 19 applications, and the Technical Committee would have a meeting 

Friday to develop a recommended list for NVTC. The public comment period on the funding 

proposals is open until May 23. 
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7. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m.  

 

The next scheduled meeting date is Tuesday, June 14, 2016.     


