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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

April 12, 2016 
(approved May 10, 2016) 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

Harvey Berlin 

Carlota Cobo 

James Davenport 

Franz Gimmler 

Herschel Kanter 

Laura MacNeil 

William Staderman 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Steven Yaffe (staff) 

Bee Buergler (staff) 

Lynn Rivers (staff) 

William Jones (staff) 

Jonathan Parker (Metro) 

Steve Hearne (guest) 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:08 p.m.  

 

1. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes for the March 8, 2016, meeting were approved. 

 

2. Metro Late Night Service Study. 
 

Lynn Rivers introduced Jonathan Parker, a planner in Metro’s Long Range planning 

Office, who discussed a late-night bus service study that he is conducting.  There is a 

demand for late-night service, with about 11,000 weeknight riders system-wide between 

11 p.m. and 4 a.m.  The highest Virginia ridership is on the 16 Lines along Columbia 

Pike and the 38B Route on Wilson Boulevard.  The study included peer review of other 

comparable transit systems.  The recommendations include extending the span of service 

in major corridors to provide 24-hour service and introducing timed transfers downtown.  

In Virginia, recommendations are to provide service 24 hours on the 38B and 16 Line 

buses, extend the 38B Route to Inova Fairfax Hospital, and extend the Columbia Pike 

service into downtown. 

 

In response to Committee questions about implementation of the recommendations, Mr. 

Parker said that it could be done in the budget process as part of Metro’s State of Good 

Operations by reducing service on low-performing routes and shifting the resources to 

late-night service.   

 

3. Transit Development Plan. 
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William Jones gave a status report on the update of the Transit Development Plan (TDP).  

The public has provided feedback on some key routes, particularly in North Arlington 

and the Columbia Pike corridor.  Staff has been working with the consultants to revise the 

proposed recommendations.  The schedule calls for the plan to be adopted by the County 

Board this summer, with implementation beginning as early as Fiscal Year 2018.   

 

Staff will come back to the Transit Advisory Committee to discuss the proposed 

modifications and the financial plan and will have answers to Committee questions from 

the March meeting. 

 

Franz Gimmler commented that the plan is not moving forward enough in providing 

premium service on Columbia Pike.  He wants to see a credible program to replace the 

streetcar.  Harvey Berlin said that he wants to be sure that articulated and electric buses 

are still under consideration. 

 

4.  Crystal City Potomac Yard Transitway. 
 

Bee Buergler discussed the Crystal City Potomac Yard Transitway, which was scheduled 

to open in Arlington on Sunday, April 17.  A ribbon-cutting ceremony was planned for 

10 a.m. that morning at the South Glebe Road Transitway station.  At the conclusion of 

the ceremony, the Transitway will be opened for buses.  

 

The Transitway has been in planning for a number of years, having been studied in an 

Alternatives Analysis in 2002.  It extends from the Pentagon City and Crystal City 

Metrorail stations in Arlington to the Braddock Road station in Alexandria.  The 

Alexandria portion of the Transitway opened in August 2014.  In Potomac Yard, the 

Transitway has exclusive lanes for buses, and in Crystal City it operates along streets in 

non-exclusive lanes that are restricted to transit use during peak hours.    

 

Franz Gimmler said that there was some confusion over the terms Metroway and 

Transitway.  An explanation was given that Metroway refers to the branded premium bus 

service provided by Metro, while Transitway refers to the facility that the buses ride on.  

The term Metroway may be used in the future by Metro in other corridors. 

 

5. Crystal City Multimodal Center. 

 

Bee Buergler described the Crystal City Transit Center, a companion project to the 

Transitway.  It will reconstruct the intersection of 18th and Bell streets, make Bell Street 

two-way, and construct four bus bays on 18th Street under the Route 1 overpass.  The 

project will add shelters, improve sidewalks and convert the roadway to concrete.  Three 

of the bus bays will open on April 17.  The intersection reconstruction and two-way 

conversion will be completed in six to nine months. 

 

6.  Columbia Pike Transit Stations. 

 

Bee Buergler reported on the Columbia Pike Transit Stations.  The County Manager had 

put the final design on hold and asked DES to do a constructability review and look at 

ways to economize.  This review will be finished at the end of April and the County 
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Board will be briefed at the end of May.  Then a decision will be made whether to go 

ahead with constructing the additional 23 Transit Stations along Columbia Pike. 

. 

7. Report from Accessibility Subcommittee. 

 

The Accessibility Subcommittee had not met recently and did not have a report.  The 

Subcommittee will meet on April 21. 

 

8. Additional Items from Committee Members and Staff. 

 

John Carten suggested that topics for the next meeting would include a report on 

premium transit service in the Columbia Pike corridor, and a further update on the TDP. 

 

9. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  

 

The next scheduled meeting date is Tuesday, May 10, 2016.     


