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February 23, 2018 
 
The Honorable Katie Cristol, Chair 
Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 
Arlington, VA  22201 
 
Subject: Red Cross/Trenton Street Residential Development 
 
Dear Chair Cristol: 
 
The Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) has been following and participating in the site plan 
review committee (SPRC) process for the redevelopment of the property at 4333 Arlington 
Boulevard (SP #446). The last SPRC meeting for this project took place on February 1, 2018, 
after which the SPRC’s feedback and recommendations will be submitted for consideration to 
the Zoning Administrator, Planning Commission and County Board.  The project site is currently 
comprised of the existing Whitefield Commons apartments (garden style apartments comprised 
of four buildings with 63 total dwelling units), two single-family homes, and the former Red 
Cross Arlington County Chapter office.  The developer, Wesley Housing Development 
Corporation, proposes to tear down the existing Red Cross building and single-family homes on 
the site and build a new multifamily residential building with 112 units (5 stories tall) and 19 
rowhouse units (each 3 stories tall).  The multifamily residential building will consist of 118 units 
of affordable rental housing, while there will be no affordability restrictions regarding the 
townhouses—the income from which will help to subsidize the affordable rental property 
development.  The Whitefield Commons apartments will remain.   
 
The UFC discussed this project at its most recent meeting on February 22, 2018 and submits the 
following observations and comments to the Board regarding the preservation of trees and 
natural areas on and adjacent to the Red Cross site. We applaud the contribution that this plan 
will have on the goals of providing additional affordable housing in the County as well as the 
sustainable design elements that will be incorporated into the proposed construction--including 
the installation of bioretention planters, a pollinator meadow garden, and the planting of native 
tree species throughout the project site (including the remaining Whitefield Commons 
apartments area) to offset the removal of the existing trees. However, we are still concerned 
about the significant negative impact that this project will have on tree canopy coverage and 
open space.  As planned, construction will result in the removal of 61 trees on the site—most of 
these trees are healthy and mature specimens of oak, maple, elm and holly.  The loss of this 
many trees will result in immeasurable adverse impact to water and air quality, noise, wildlife, 
urban heat effect, energy usage, community cohesion and psychological well-being, and 
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aesthetics.  The replacement trees that Wesley would plant would not reach the same level of 
maturity for many years, assuming they survive and thrive after planting.  Moreover, we would 
note that the most recent (2016) tree canopy assessment for Arlington County indicates that 
the Buckingham neighborhood, where the proposed project is located has a 24% tree canopy 
coverage (one of the lowest coverages in the County), representing a decline of 6% since the 
last assessment was conducted in 2011.  Additionally, open space on this site will decline by 
more than 10% after construction is complete.   
 
UFC has been gratified that tree preservation and the maintenance of open space for 
this site have been a high priority of the community throughout the planning process. 
We share the community’s concerns regarding these issues and urge the Board to give 
its utmost consideration to alternatives that ameliorate the impact that this project 
will have on the loss of our valuable urban forest and open space.   
 
To address the negative impact that the Red Cross construction will have on our 
community, we recommend:  
 

a) Prioritizing the preservation of high value trees on the project site to the 
extent possible, especially those currently slated for removal along or 
near the edge of the area slated for construction and along the 
stormwater easement that runs between the current Red Cross parcel 
and the Whitefield Commons apartments.  

b) Selecting replacement native plant and tree species that can survive in 
our local environment and ensuring a well-designed and funded 
maintenance program for these plantings.  

c) If Wesley is not able to ensure that all replacement trees are planted 
onsite, then identify suitable alternative sites nearby where 
replacement trees will have the most positive impact and in accordance 
with County tree replacement formulas.   
 

We believe that the foregoing recommendations will help preserve and enhance this 
project and result in a more sustainable overall design.  We appreciate the 
opportunity to share our views with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Nora Palmatier, Chair 
Urban Forestry Commission 
 
cc:   Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 

Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
Claude Williamson, Director, Department of Community Planning and Housing     
Development 

 Members, Planning Commission 


