
Arlington County Tenant-Landlord Commission 

Meeting Minutes – September 14, 2016 

Members Present: Thomas Gibson, Catherine Burke, Zachary Butler, Michael Campbell, Mary Rouleau, Chair, Kirit 

Mookerjee. Commissioners Kristen Clegg and Michael Campbell – excused absent. 

Call to Order- Meeting began at 7:30 pm, called by Chair, Kirit Mookerjee 

The following items were added to the Agenda – 1. Representatives to other Commissions, 2. TAF Policy Working 

Group report.  

Public Comment:   

1. Saul Reyes, representative from BUGATA informed the Commission of the number of complaints about  

poor customer service from the manager at Clarendon Courts Apartments and also of a specific complaint 

related to a person with a disability and initial denial for the right to have  emotional support dog. The 

complaint resulted in the filing of a Fair Housing complaint with Arlington’s Office of Human Rights. The 

property management company is McCormick, Baron and Salazar. 

Action: Commissioner Rouleau asked staff to follow up with the Office of Human Rights, to report to the 

Commission. 

2. Alexandr Belinskiy – resident of Westover presented documents to support his concern about VHDA loan 

funds intended for affordable housing development at specific sites in Westover being used by the  

developer  instead, for demolition and construction of luxury townhouses. There was some discussion 

whether this bore any relationship to APAH’s intention to purchase properties in Westover. Commissioner 

Burke advised Mr. Belinski of the role of the Tenant-Landlord Commission with regard to having jurisdiction 

over relocation plans once these plans are submitted and that the Commission has no say in the property 

acquisition.  

 

Mr. Belinskiy’s second concern questioned whether APAH’s proposal to renovate the properties they plan to 

purchase is premature, given that acquisition has not yet occurred and whether relocation of tenants could 

be avoided if renovation instead of rehabilitation is undertaken. He provided copies from VHDA and the 

County’s relocation guidelines of the definition of these terms. 

Westover update – since the matter was related, the Chair proceeded to update the Commission on Westover. 

Three public meetings have been held since the last Commission meeting.  1. The County’s Historic Preservation 

unit held a meeting to outline the process for historic designation for the neighborhood and implications 2. Single 

Family Homeowners meet and discussed concerns about the effect that historic preservation could have on their 

ability to change the exterior of their homes and 3. A tenant meeting discussing increasing housing cost.  The Chair, 

read a message from Housing Division staff, advising that income profiles of residents will not be available until 

acquisition is completed, but it is anticipated that a portion of residents will have incomes above 60% AMI. To avoid 

displacement, APAH will income restrict the units at turnover for households that currently do not income qualify.  

Chair Mookerjee informed members that the Westover Relocation Plan should come before the T-L Commission in 

December 2016 or January 2017.  

Approval of meeting notes – Commissioner Burke made a motion to approve July meeting notes and 

Commissioner Gibson seconded. 



Shelton Apartment meeting – Commissioner Rouleau indicated she had attended the July tenant meeting and 

observed that AHC had hired new vendors for pest control and was addressing safety issues. She requested that 

AHC be asked to attend the next meeting to provide an update to the Commission.  

Commission Charter Review 

This document had been discussed at the July meeting. A revised draft with track changes was presented to the 

Commission for finalization. Some edits were offered by Commissioner Burke. There was discussion about the 

member terms (two-year terms…no more than six (6) consecutive years). It was felt that this period seemed short for 

members to become fully acquainted with the function of the Commission. The Commission was advised, by staff, 

that all Commissions have term periods for members, but staff will check with the Board liaison, for clarity. Staff 

advised of the next steps, which would be to submit to the Board Liaison – Katie Cristol who would seek approval 

from the County Board. 

Staff Report 

Calls Report- summary presented by Hector Mercado. Commissioners had several questions with regard to the 

ability to collect data on property addresses or the names of the buildings to see patterns/trends in the complaints 

and to possibly follow up. Can information on health and safety violations be recorded for follow up by code 

enforcement? More analysis is required to be useful to the Commission. 

New business/Announcements: 

1. Commission participation at the County Fair - Chair Mookerjee reported that in general, he felt it was a good 

experience and could be beneficial with advance planning. 

2. TAF Policy update –The Tenant Assistance Fund (TAF) policy review committee held its first meeting on 

August 24 and was attended by Commissioners Butler and Gibson. There was discussion including the 

history, purpose and structure of the TAF. Discussion focused on its use as a grant versus whether it should 

be a loan tied into the overall AHIF loan awarded to Affordable Housing developers, which would make it a 

revolving loan available for other future projects. There will be several meetings as the policy has to be 

reviewed every three years.  

3. Commissioner representative on other Commissions – Commissioner Krause indicated that she is seeking a 

replacement for her position as a representative on the Community Development Citizen Advisory 

Committee (CDCAC) due to personal obligations. Commissioners were asked to consider this request.  

4. Commissioner Rouleau advised the members that her future attendance at meetings will be affected by 

frequent travel. Other members expressed concern about losing her institutional knowledge and encouraged 

her to continue and call-in to meetings. 

5. Commissioner Gibson announced his appointment by the Virginia Governor, as a Board member to the 

Virginia Housing Development Authority. His appointment takes place on October 4, 2016. 

6. Affordable Housing Month – staff informed the Commission about activities for the County’s Affordable 

Housing Month and encouraged their attendance. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 


