
Community Development Citizen Advisory Committee (CDCAC) Meeting  
June 1, 2016 

2100 Clarendon Blvd – Courthouse Plaza 
Room 311 

 
Members Present: Nicole Lewis, Larry Withers, Maryclare Whitehead, Lara Malakoff, Dana Westgren, 
Michael Sampson, Lincoln Cummings, Kendon Krause, Gretel Larocca 
 
Staff Present: Caitlin Jones 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:32 pm. 
 
1. Approval of May 4 Meeting Minutes 

The minutes from the May 4, 2016 CDCAC meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
2. New CDCAC Member Introduction: Dana Westgren 

CDCAC Members introduced themselves to Dana Westgren, the newest member of CDCAC. 
 
3. FY 2018 Community Development Fund, CDCAC Review Process / ZoomGrants Demonstration 

Emily Wilson from ZoomGrants provided an overview of Arlington’s new application software and 
demonstrated how CDCAC members will be using the system to review FY 2018 Community 
Development Fund applications. The session was recorded and CDCAC members can reference the 
recording through a special link, provided to members via email. Emily also created a demo sheet for 
how CDCAC members can print score sheets, this will also be provided to CDCAC members via email. 
 
During the sessions, CDCAC members were concerned about the “Approved” and “Declined” voting 
language and wondered if this language could change. Given the way the system is structured, 
ZoomGrants determined that they would not be able to change the language, so staff has turned off 
the voting functionality. 
 
Questions regarding ZoomGrants should be forwarded to Caitlin Jones at (703) 228-3762 or 
cjones1@arlingtonva.us.  

 
4. Shelton Tenant Letter re: Property Conditions 

Staff gave a brief overview of a letter sent by tenants at the Shelton regarding property conditions, 
security and property management staff. Since the meeting and since the letter first came out, AHC 
has made significant strides to correct issues that have arisen at the property. First, AHC has been 
meeting regularly with the Tenant-Landlord Commission as well as with tenants in order to address 
resident issues. AHC has put a maintenance plan in place, corrected staffing concerns, refunded 
tenants who were overcharged for their utility bills, hired a new pest control company, installed a 
security camera system throughout the property, is working with the Arlington County Police 
Department to ensure better security and is committed to closely monitoring progress at the 
property to ensure better service.   
 
Kendon Krause asked which County Commissions are reviewing applications for financing for 
properties and what types of information is vetted during the funding process. Staff clarified that the 
vetting process occurs both through Housing Division staff and the Housing Commission; the process 
takes months and involves several meetings and approvals in order for a project to be approved.  
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Maryclare Whitehead reminded CDCAC members that the Commission has the ability to recommend 
whether or not to fund development projects funded with CDBG or HOME when they come before 
the Commission before being approved by the County Board. Maryclare proposed writing a letter to 
the Board to express concern over the Shelton. 
 
Michael Sampson mentioned that he would like to hear from the tenants at the Shelton to ensure 
that AHC and the property management company are held accountable. Since the June meeting, two 
tenant-rights organizations, BRAVO and BU-GATA conducted a tenant survey at the property to 
assess tenant concerns and County staff has continued to monitor the situation at the property. 
 

5. Chair Update 
Maryclare Whitehead mentioned a situation in Montgomery County where the County decided to 
defund an organization because they weren’t meeting their outcomes. 
 

6. Staff Reports 
Arlington County was named "Best Housing Partner" from the Housing Association of Nonprofit 
Developers (HAND) on June 21, 2016.  Arlington was chosen for this award for its longstanding 
commitment to affordable housing as demonstrated by 

• The production and preservation of over 7,500 committed affordable units; 
• Achieving functional zero in veteran’s homelessness; and 
• The recent adoption of the Affordable Housing Master Plan  

 
CDCAC members voted unanimously to cancel the July and August CDCAC meetings. 
 

7. Member Reports 
Nicole Lewis reported that she is planning to meet with the manager of the Bonder and Amanda 
Johnson Nauck Community Services Center about the Shelton issue. 

 
 


