
Community Development Citizen Advisory Committee (CDCAC) Meeting  
Wednesday February 1, 2017 

2100 Clarendon Blvd – Courthouse Plaza 
Room 311 

 
Members Present: Kenneth Robinson, Mark Starbuck, Larry Withers, Saundra Green, Zachary Butler, Lara 
Malakoff, Maryclare Whitehead, Lincoln Cummings, Jennifer Bible, Gretel LaRocca, Diane Duston, Tim 
Denning 
 
Staff Present: Caitlin Jones, Jennifer Daniels 
 
Members of the Public Present: Eric Loewe, representing Enterprise Development Group; Erin McKenney, 
representing Just Neighbors; Lila Corey, representing Community Residences, Inc.; and Rita Rutsohm, 
representing the Housing Committee of Coalition of Arlingtonians for Responsible Development. 
 
Larry Withers, CDCAC Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:33 pm.  
 
1. Public Needs Hearing: FY 2018 Annual Action Plan 

A public hearing on the FY2018 Annual Action Plan was held to solicit feedback on the needs of low- 
and moderate-income households in Arlington County. The Annual Action Plan is a U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) required document that describes federal grant 
allocations, objectives, activities, and performance measures for goals identified in the 5-Year 
Consolidated Plan for FY 2016-2020 related to affordable housing, homelessness, community 
development, citizen participation and institutional structure. There were five members of the public 
present: Eric Loewe, representing Enterprise Development Group; Erin McKenney, representing Just 
Neighbors; Lila Corey, representing Community Residences, Inc.; and Rita Rutsohm, representing the 
Housing Committee of Coalition of Arlingtonians for Responsible Development. 
 
During the public hearing, presenters made comments on what they see as the most pressing needs 
of low-income individuals and families in Arlington County. The major themes that were discussed 
regarding the needs of low-income Arlington County residents included: 

 Microenterprise Development: It is hard for many lower-income residents to gain access to 
capital to start small business in Arlington County. Wages for lower income earners in 
Arlington County are generally stagnant; investing in micro-enterprise activity is a good way 
to stimulate economic activity for these lower-income populations. 

 Immigrant Legal Services: Recent national events have led to a greater need to properly guide 
immigrants through the process for obtaining legal documentation. There also a need to 
properly educate the public about the positive outcomes immigrants can have on an 
economy. A recent study being conducted by Just Neighbors shows that immigrant wages can 
up nearly 30% after obtaining legal status.  

 Availability of Affordable Housing: It is becoming increasingly difficult to place clients, 
particularly those with developmental disabilities, who are moving out of transitional housing 
into permanent supportive housing because of long waitlists and unavailability of affordable 
housing. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from the January 4, 2017 CDCAC meeting were approved unanimously. 
 



3. FY2018 Budget Recommendations 
Staff described the Federal budget complications and explained the FY2018 budget 
recommendations. The federal government is currently funded through April 28, 2017 via a 
Continuing Resolution (CR) equaling federal FY2016 spending level with a .19% cut. This means that 
Congress will have to pass another spending bill for the remainder of federal FY2017 this spring. 
Depending on when Congress is able to agree on and approve an appropriations bill, HUD will 
subsequently have 60 days to provide allocation amounts to entitlement communities. This means 
that Arlington may not know its specific CDBG allocation until July 2017, after the program year has 
started, which could present program delivery challenges. However, County staff has developed 
FY2018 budget recommendations assuming level federal funding. If, after Congress passes a federal 
budget, there is a cut to CDBG or other programs, funding prioritization would be determined 
therein. 
 
Several new programs were recommended for funding including the Latino Economic Development 
Corporation (LEDC), Bridges to Independence Bridge to Work program, and Edu-Futuro. Staff also 
explained that there were several organizations not recommended for funding and the criteria that 
was used to come to these decisions.  
 
CDCAC agreed with staff’s recommendations. 
 

4. Funding Prioritization 
Due to the federal budget complications as described above, CDCAC discussed the most effective way 
to prioritize funding, if there were a gap in funding. 
 
CDCAC discussed two main recommendations: either to prioritize based on the original score or rank 
of programs or to eliminate new programs. Ultimately CDCAC voted to prioritize funding based on a 
combination of an across the board cut, and further prioritizing based on the original ranking that was 
determined during FY2018 proposal review. If there is a shortfall after the federal budget is passed, 
staff will ultimately come up with final recommendations. 
 

5. Chair Report 
There were no items to report. 
 

6. Staff Report 
Staff asked for feedback about which projects to visit for the 2017 Community Development Tour. 
Staff also provided an overview of the Housing Division’s recently released FY2016 Affordable 
Housing Annual Report. Staff reported that the Moderate Income Purchase Assistance Program 
(MIPAP) and Home Improvement Program (HIP) will be going before the Count Board for approval 
and reauthorization in April 2017. Staff finally reported that a new subrecipient newsletter 
highlighting the work of grantee organizations and common compliance questions in under 
development and will be coming out this year. 
 

7. Member Report 
There were no items to report. 

 
Tim Denning moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:12pm. Next meeting will be held Wednesday, March 1 at 
6:30pm at 2100 Clarendon Blvd., Room 311. 
 



 
 


