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DRAFT 

MINUTES OF THE HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD 

Wednesday, December 21, 2016 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard 

Lobby Rooms Cherry and Dogwood 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Charles Craig 

Robert Dudka  

Carmela Hamm (teleconference) 
Gerry Laporte 
Joan Lawrence, Chairman  
Charles Matta, Vice Chairman 
John Peck  

Sara Steinberger 
Andrew Wenchel 
Richard Woodruff 

Mitchell Zink 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Tova Solo  

Mark Turnbull 
Kevin Vincent  
 

STAFF:   Cynthia Liccese-Torres, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Rebeccah Ballo, Historic Preservation Planner 
John Liebertz, Historic Preservation Planner 

     

ROLL CALL & CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm. Ms. Liccese-Torres called the roll and determined 

there was a quorum. The Chairman welcomed Sarah Garner, a potential applicant for the HALRB.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE OCTOBER 19, 2016, AND NOVEMBER 16, 2016 MEETING MINUTES 

 
The Chairman asked for any changes to the draft meeting minutes. She called for a motion on the October 

19, 2016, meeting minutes. Mr. Matta moved to approve the minutes as submitted. Mr. Zink seconded the 

motion and it passed unanimously, 8-0 (Mr. Peck and Ms. Steinberger had not yet arrived). The Chairman 

called for a motion on the November 16, 2016, meeting minutes. Mr. Woodruff moved to approve the 

minutes as submitted. Mr. Zink seconded the motion and it passed 8-0-2 (Mr. Matta and Mr. Dudka 

abstained; Mr. Peck and Ms. Steinberger had not yet arrived).  
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PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS (CoAs) 
 
The Chairman reviewed the public hearing procedures. She stated there was one item on the consent agenda. 

Mr. Laporte moved to approve the consent agenda as submitted. Mr. Craig seconded the motion and it 

passed unanimously, 8-0 (Mr. Peck and Ms. Steinberger had not yet arrived). Mr. Liebertz briefly discussed 

the ACoAs. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Darcy LLC 

 2900 Columbia Pike 

 CoA 15-06C (HP1600075) 

 Columbia Pike Form Based Code Area  

 Request to install rooftop mechanical units.   

 
ADMINISTRATIVE COA(S):  
 

1. Anna C. Taylor 

1859 Wilson Blvd. #5-371  

ACoA 16-30 (HP1600071) 

Colonial Village Historic District 

Request to replace the existing windows.  

 

2. Christopher Cahill 

1859 Wilson Blvd. #5-372  

ACoA 16-31 (HP1600072) 

Colonial Village Historic District 

Request to replace the existing windows.  

 

3. Michael Taylor 

1813 Queens Lane #153  

ACoA 16-32 (HP1600073) 

Colonial Village Historic District 

Request to replace the existing windows.  

 

4. John & Amanda Davis 

2165 North Lincoln Street 

ACoA 16-33 (HP1600074) 

Maywood Historic District 

Request to install a front-yard fence. 
 

5. Jeffrey Dickey & Laura Chipkin 

3213 Old Dominion Drive 

ACoA 16-29 (HP1600066) 

Maywood Historic District 

Request to remove a 24-inch white oak tree.  
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DISCUSSION ITEM: QUEENS COURT SITE PLAN 

 

Ms. Ballo introduced the site plan project. She stated that Queens Court is comprised of three apartment 

buildings constructed in 1941 and bounded by Key Boulevard, North Quinn Street, and 18th Street North. 

She noted that the complex would be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Ms. Ballo 

added since Queens Court is listed as Important on the Historic Resources Inventory (HRI), the HALRB 

has the opportunity to provide comments and write a letter to the County Board with any 

recommendations or preservation concerns. She briefly explained the history of the complex and its 

unique elements of design in respect to other Colonial Revival garden apartments in the County.   

 

Ms. Ballo then discussed the project in the context of the WRAPS [Western Rosslyn Area Planning 

Study] plan. She added that there is proposed mitigation for the loss of the historic resources that the 

Historic Preservation staff, SPRC [Site Plan Review Committee], and the applicant have been developing. 

These include reuse of building materials, memorialization options (historic markers), and use of 

architectural cues that the new building could take from the garden apartments.   

 

The Chairman welcomed the applicants, Mike Chiappa (Real Estate Project Manager, APAH) and Chris 

Roy (Architect, PDG Architecture). Mr. Roy outlined the project, site area, and existing conditions of the 

39 units. He discussed the project/development goals: increase the number of affordable units to 249; 

create underground parking; and dedicate a 9,000-square foot park. He added that the existing housing 

fails to meet APAH’s housing standard.  

 

Mr. Roy continued to discuss the specific elements of the project and design of the new 12-story building. 

He elaborated on the use of red brick in the primary corners of the proposed building and how it anchored 

it to the site. He noted that the red brick recalls the brick on the existing garden apartments. Mr. Roy 

stated that the use of a cavity wall will create greater depth to the fenestration. 

 

The Chairman confirmed that the percentage of proposed affordable housing at this project was 100 

percent. She opened the discussion to the HALRB. Mr. Peck had questions regarding the type of brick to 

be used. The applicant responded it would be a Norman brick, which is the same height as a typical brick 

but longer. Mr. Laporte confirmed that the historic markers would be presented at a later meeting.  

 

The Chairman asked how the salvaged brick would be utilized in the project. Mr. Roy replied that the 

team considered numerous uses for the brick on the new building, but had concerns about its structural 

integrity. However, the design team proposes to use salvaged brick in the retaining walls in a visible 

location.  

 

Mr. Craig asked the architect about the brick shown on the rendering. Mr. Roy stated that the brick would 

be a blend of three different bricks with a dominant color to match the existing brick.  

 

Mr. Matta asked if ground-floor retail is part of the project. Mr. Roy responded that the spaces are quasi-

public on the first floor (community rooms, leasing office, non-profit space, etc.), but there will be no 

ground floor retail. To extend the use of after hour functions, there will be a separate entrance to these 

spaces. Mr. Peck followed with a question about the appropriateness of daycare. Mr. Chiappa stated that a 

daycare use would not be possible from a financing perspective and a lack of appropriate circulation 

(drop-off and pick-up). He added that after-school programing would be available in the multipurpose 

spaces.  

 

Mr. Woodruff asked if any of the salvaged brick from the building could be incorporated into the public 

park. Mr. Roy responded that it would be possible and is a great suggestion. There is a need for retaining 

walls and potential for other uses (per the County’s design).  
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Mr. Dudka discussed the architectural elements on the front of the building with the quoining. He asked 

the applicants if they considered a stronger representation of the traditional elements of the Queens Court 

garden apartments (quoining and ornate cornice element). Mr. Roy stated that the design will incorporate 

these elements in a referential way. The quoining would be recessed; the face of the quoins would be 

flush with the building. The Chairman agreed with Mr. Dudka’s comment that there should be a stronger 

connection to the historic buildings. Mr. Roy responded that replicating the design of the existing Queens 

Court would not be appropriate.  

 

Mr. Peck discussed the proposed location of the historic marker in the courtyard and its distance from the 

public rights-of-way. Mr. Roy stated that it is a recommendation, but that it could be moved when the 

public park is further developed. Mr. Peck reiterated that he simply wants to ensure the highest number of 

viewers for the historic marker. Ms. Ballo suggested moving the location of the marker on the seat wall so 

that it faces into and is closer to the portion of the wall that is adjacent to the new park. 

 

Ms. Ballo asked the board if they had any recommendations regarding the subject matter for the historic 

marker. She suggested the marker could focus on the history of garden apartments as a solution for 20th 

century affordable housing and how the new building tackles similar objectives for affordable housing in 

the 21st century. Other suggestions included a more detailed history on the nearby Civil War fort. Mr. 

Peck suggested discussing the types of residents who lived in these historic garden apartments (single 

government workers) and those who live in affordable housing today (typically families). Ms. Steinberger 

stated that the evolution of affordable housing in general and at this specific location would create a 

compelling historic marker.  

 

Mr. Laporte stated that the demolition of the garden apartments is a loss for historic preservation in 

Arlington County. He noted the exceptional design and setting of these buildings. He hoped that any 

interpretation captures the enchantment of Queens Court by means of professional photography and/or 

creative writing. Mr. Dudka agreed with Mr. Laporte’s suggestion that a talented photographer could 

capture the feeling of the historic complex (not simply document the spaces). This should become a 

general policy.  

 

The Chairman stated that the HALRB will draft a letter to the County Board. She thanked the applicants 

for attending the meeting.  

 

DISCUSSION ITEM: STRATFORD SCHOOL CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS (COA 

16-24) & USE PERMIT 

 

The Chairman welcomed the representatives of Arlington Public Schools (APS). Ms. Ballo provided 

background information for the review of the CoA for Stratford School. She reminded the HALRB that 

the County Board will approve all CoA requests for Stratford; however, the County Board was very 

specific that the HALRB would have the opportunity to review and comment on all applications. The Use 

Permit and CoA will tentatively be heard by the County Board in February 2016. Ms. Ballo stated that the 

application has remained consistent in terms of massing/form and tonight’s discussion will focus on the 

details and material samples. 

 

Ben Burgin (Assistant Director of Design and Construction, APS) briefly introduced the team members: 

Jeff Chambers (Director of Design and Construction, APS), Bill Herring (Project Manager, APS), Carl 

Elefante, Quinn Evans Architects), and Randy Wong (Project Manager, Quinn Evans Architects).  

 

Mr. Elefante presented a general overview of the project including the preexisting conditions, basic site 

design features, and preservation of critical viewsheds (particularly the view from Old Dominion Drive). 
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He elaborated on the treatment of the sidewalk from Old Dominion Drive to the school. The walkway 

would be handicapped accessible and requires significant regrading. The original pathway that the four 

integrating students utilized would be referenced in a new separate stone pathway with interpretative 

elements. He added that this pathway and interpretive elements could be removed or expanded upon by 

the recently established committee that will study the on-site commemoration of the integration event.  

 

Mr. Elefante discussed the building design and material palette. He detailed the use of manganese iron 

spot brick, wire cut brick, pre-patinated copper panels, composite panels, and fritted glass (geometrized 

pattern). Regarding the copper panels, he stated that they will be affected by weather. He added that the 

copper is a shingle; therefore, it would have a scale and rhythm similar to a brick coursing. The fritted 

glass will recall the glass block of the original building. The one aspect that is not included in the palette 

is a precast concrete on the archway. This will closely match the limestone cladding on the north façade.  

 

Mr. Elefante discussed the internal programming within the renovation, with particular attention to the 

former media center/library. Ms. Ballo requested additional information about the new proposed elevator. 

Mr. Elefante responded that the elevator shaft would be near the junction of the auditorium wing and 

music wing. He stated that the elevator would protrude 5’ from the roof and have minimal visibility. The 

Chairman asked how the view of the elevator could be mitigated. Mr. Elefante replied that any screening 

would probably be more intrusive than this simple rectangular form. Ms. Ballo added that given the 

topography of the site, which slopes steeply down from the school to the south and east, very little, if any, 

of the elevator shaft will be visible. This has been confirmed with a visual analysis by HPP and APS staff.  

 

Mr. Matta raised questions about the use of the manganese iron spot brick in the recessed section on the 

rear of the building. He had concerns that a dark colored brick in an unlit area may create safety concerns. 

In addition, the texture of the brick could cause damage to students’ clothing when individuals leaned 

against the building. Mr. Elefante responded that the project team considered the color of the brick and 

relation of the recessed base to be an advantage. This dimness may create the sense that the building 

floats; he added it would be lighted by natural daylight.  

 

Mr. Matta asked about the size/scale of the copper shingles. Mr. Elefante replied that the copper shingles 

would be coursed to emulate a brick wall, but the panels would be larger than individual bricks. The 

panels would be approximately more than 1’ tall. Mr. Matta shared concerns that the examples shown 

appear to be the scale of a cinderblock. Mr. Elefante responded that the drawings are likely a poor 

representation of the built product. The panels will have a fish scale aspect/pattern.  

 

Mr. Peck asked if they considered permanent outdoor seating under the cantilevered overhang. Mr. 

Elefante stated that no seating would be provided in this location. He added that it is not intended to be a 

gathering area; there are no direct connections to this area from the interior.  

 

Mr. Peck shared concerns about creating a planting guide so that APS would not unwillingly plant trees in 

historically significant viewsheds. Mr. Elefante responded that it is outside of their purview, but that there 

are elements of the plan (planter boxes) where trees may be limited. Ms. Ballo added that the design 

guidelines and landscape plan for the use permit are very specific regarding trees. In the design 

guidelines, the viewsheds are called out for perpetual preservation. She stated that the planting of large 

trees would violate this aspect of the design guidelines. 

 

The Chairman asked if the copper panels would be located down to the grade level. Mr. Elefante replied 

yes, but that the architects are considering other materials at the base. Ms. Ballo noted staff’s concerns 

about the longevity of a metal panel system directly exposed to snow, ice, and salt. Mr. Elefante 

responded that a brick base would protrude and be in the way. He stated that the copper is the best choice 

due its durability, strength, and installation method. The design team will continue to study this issue, but 



HALRB Minutes – December 21, 2016 DRAFT 

 

6 
 

this detail is workable. Mr. Laporte asked if the copper panels could be dented. Mr. Elefante stated that 

they could be damaged, but it is a piece of copper with a solid backing. Ms. Ballo asked if it is easy to 

replace materials. Mr. Elefante stated that the installers could easily replace a damaged panel.  

 

The HALRB and the applicant then discussed the tree and reforestation plan.  

 

The Chairman asked the board for any additional comments regarding the Certificate of Appropriateness 

application. Mr. Peck discussed the restoration of the original lettering on the building side fronting 

Vacation Lane. He added that this may be better discussed with the commemoration committee.  

 

The Chairman stated that she would draft a letter to the County Board and thanked the applicants for 

attending.  

 

DISCUSSION ITEM: ON-SITE COMMEMORATION OF STRATFORD JUNIOR HIGH 

SCHOOL 

 

The Chairman stated that APS recently created a community committee to develop ways to commemorate 

the desegregation event of 1959. Mr. Burgin provided background information about the committee. The 

School Board allocated $250,000 to commemorate the historic events at the site and established this 

committee to determine how to utilize these funds. Dr. Murphy, the school superintendent, selected the 

members. He noted that Chairman Lawrence accepted an invitation to be on the committee and that Ms. 

Liccese-Torres and Ms. Ballo would be staff liaisons. There is a total of approximately 10 members. At 

this point, the design team for the addition has shown some ideas about commemorative elements that 

could be utilized at the site. Historic Preservation staff will have the opportunity to inform how any 

decisions would affect the Certificate of Appropriateness process.  

 

Mr. Peck asked if meetings would be open to the public to allow for greater participation. The Chairman 

requested that the board members submit any comments to her as representative of the board.  

 

Ms. Ballo asked Mr. Burgin to discuss the time frame of the committee in reference to the use permit. Mr. 

Burgin responded that the work of this committee would be independent from the use permit. He assumes 

that the committee may meet three or four times. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Burgin.  

 

DISCUSSION ITEM: WILSON SCHOOL USE PERMIT 

 

The Chairman welcomed the representatives of APS. Jack Chin (Lead Architect, Leo A Daly Architect) 

of the design team introduced himself. Ms. Ballo provided background information regarding the review 

of historical interpretive elements at the proposed new Wilson School. The design team presented to the 

HALRB several months ago regarding commemoration of the historic building. The HALRB had 

provided a number of suggestions at that time and the architect now has returned to present a more 

complete vision.  

 

Mr. Chin explained that they are proposing to move forward with the creation of three different models 

(original school, expanded Wilson School, and the new school). He added that these models would be 

located in the library within the shelving that serves as the focal point. He noted that a section of the 

shelving would be dedicated to holding these three models and other relevant historical information to 

create a complete exhibit.  
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The Chairman asked for additional information regarding the size of the models. Mr. Chin responded that 

the final scale had not yet been determined as the design of the library is not finalized.  

 

Mr. Chin discussed the salvage of the existing tin ceilings. The design team determined to reuse the 

existing material in the ceilings of the private study areas and classrooms located in the library.  

 

Ms. Steinberger confirmed that the models would be floating on the shelves. Mr. Chin responded that the 

models would be held within the shelving, but cantilevered out. The exact detailing of this element has 

not been determined.  

 

Mr. Laporte confirmed that all the models would be to the same scale. He shared concerns that the model 

of the original school would be overpowered by the other two models. Mr. Chin agreed but that the size 

differential could be offset based on how much of the site is included. Mr. Laporte added that the model 

of the historic school, the building we are trying to commemorate, may not stand out to the degree it 

should. He questioned the necessity of creating a model of the expansion since there is universal 

agreement that the design changes were inappropriate. There is no need to commemorate this change to 

the original building.  

 

Ms. Steinberger appreciated the evolution and keeping the models the same scale; it appropriately 

displays the evolution of the site. Mr. Chin agreed that there is a story to tell, but conceded that the story 

of the expansion may not be the best part of the story.  

 

Mr. Dudka stated that when he first proposed the installation of a model, his intention was for individuals 

to clearly see the original design of the building. He envisioned a large model where you could walk 

around it and see the details. He stated that by having three models of the same scale, the model of the 

original building would be significantly smaller with fewer details. He added that there are other ways to 

show the evolution of the site. Mr. Dudka questioned the need for a model of the existing building as the 

individual would have walked up to it and entered it. The emphasis should be on the original building we 

are trying to commemorate. He believed that the model should be placed on a pedestal with 360-degree 

views; placing it against a wall would limit views of it to only the front.  

 

Mr. Chin replied that the design team had previously shown the model as visible from all sides, but the 

alteration to the library space necessitated its placement on the shelves. The school requested that the 

major portions of the library be closed during off-hours. He added that foldable walls would close a 

portion of the library and limits the opportunity for 360-views of the models. 

 

The Chairman stated that the County Board dictated that the commemoration of the original Wilson 

School be undertaken at this site. She added that there is consensus that the existing school is a complete 

re-muddling of the original design and needs no commemoration except for a photograph. She stated that 

the proposed exhibit is not an adequate commemoration of the original building or a noted architect. The 

County Board recognized this historic value, but decided against local historic district designation. She 

agreed that it is appropriate for a library to have history on the surrounding area, but the focus should be 

on the building. Mr. Woodruff agreed.  

 

Ms. Ballo asked about potential signage in the lobby to direct individuals to the display. Mr. Chin stated 

that signage could be developed at the main entrance and other entrances.  

 

The Chairman asked if the location of the model would be visible from the exterior of the school. Mr. 

Chin stated that the library is surrounded by glass, but the proposed placement of the models would not 

likely be visible from the street. Mr. Chin stated that the design team would consider alternate locations 
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with greater visibility from public rights-of-ways. Mr. Dudka stated that a large-scaled model would have 

greater visibility from the street.  

 

Mr. Matta asked if a weather-proof model could be placed on the exterior of the site. He provided an 

example of a cast-bronze model. Ms. Ballo stated that the County installed such a model at Fort Ethan 

Allen. Mr. Chin stated that placing a model outside would then potentially be disconnected from the rest 

of the exhibit. The Chairman stated that the model is the singular exhibit; libraries are supposed to have 

written and cartographic historic materials. She added that this model does not need to be part of a larger 

exhibition. Mr. Dudka stated it could be with other materials, but it should be the focal point of the 

exhibition.  

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres asked if any decision had been made yet regarding the name of the new school; the 

original name of the building was the Fort Myer Heights School. Mr. Burgin stated that the school has no 

official name and is referred to as the “new school at the Wilson Site.” APS has a formal naming process 

and the School Board will start that process at a future date.  

 

The HALRB approved of the proposed reuse of the tin ceiling in the conference rooms/classrooms 

located in the library. 

 

Mr. Peck asked if APS located the original cornerstone. Ms. Ballo stated that the basement-level is all 

parged, but APS agreed to attempt to look for the cornerstone during demolition of the building. Mr. Peck 

recommended that the new Wilson School have a commemorative stone noting the dates of the old school 

and the new school. The Chairman asked if the new design lent itself to the installation of a stone. Mr. 

Chin stated that the design team would look at adding a plaque or such element to one of the facades that 

has brick.   

 

The Chairman requested that the design team return to the HALRB in January 2017. Mr. Burgin replied 

that APS would return with a modified commemoration proposal in January.  
 

REPORTS OF CHAIRMAN, STAFF, AND STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

The Chairman updated the board on the various historic markers reviewed in November. She stated 

that a few of the markers have since been ordered. Mr. Liebertz stated that there was an event in 

Hall’s Hill last week to show a preview of the Hall’s Hill Wall marker; that cast-aluminum marker 

should be ready to be installed in February.   

 

The Chairman thanked the board members for their professionalism in reference to the Westover 

public hearing on November 30.  Ms. Liccese-Torres stated that the Historic Preservation staff and 

Housing staff plan to start contacting the garden apartment owners in early 2017.  

 

Ms. Ballo provided an update regarding the Robert Ball Sr. Family Burial Ground. The first SPRC 

meeting in December focused on the architecture and site design. The burial ground would be 

incorporated into the new design, but with residential units cantilevered over the cemetery 

approximately 25’ from ground-level. Neither the Ball family nor Historic Preservation staff 

believed that residential units within the air space is an appropriate treatment. The SPRC asked the 

applicant to come up with an alternative design for the treatment of the burial ground. The 

applicant agreed to study this area.  

 

Ms. Ballo added that the historic markers will be installed at the Carver Apartments this month.  
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The Chairman stated that she will be meeting with the owner of the Dittmar Apartment buildings 

regarding the demolition of a number of garden apartments and historic homes to the immediate 

south of the Maywood Local Historic District. Ms. Ballo stated that this is a by-right development 

and that no demolition permits have been pulled yet. 

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres reminded the board members to submit their financial disclosure forms as soon 

as possible to the County Board Office before the mid-January deadline.  

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres stated that the County Board intends to establish a community 

taskforce/committee to commemorate World War I, much in part due to the HALRB’s letter 

requesting such an effort. It is anticipated that the group will be formally established in January 

2017. She added that she will be a staff liaison to the committee.  

 

The HALRB’s nominating committee nominated Ms. Lawrence to be Chairman and Mr. Woodruff 

to be Vice-Chairman. The board approved the nominations unanimously.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:21 pm. 
 

 

 

  


