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FAAC Opinion 
 
The FY 2019 proposed budget is $42.1 million, a 1% increase over the FY 2018 adopted 
budget. It includes nearly $1.1 million in reductions throughout DPR. Additionally, the proposed 
budget eliminates a net total of 8.5 currently filled FTEs. 
 
The FY 2019 proposed budget sustains a similar level of service for Arlington taxpayers, and 
effectively identifies efficiencies in the service delivery to save taxpayer funds. FAAC is 
encouraged by DPR’s proposal to shift participant transportation duties to a third party 
contractor, and their continued efforts to find efficiencies with Arlington Public Schools (APS). Of 
possible concern to FAAC, however, are previous cuts to DPR and the uncertain out-year 
budget outlook for the department. 
 

FAAC Recommendation #1 

The FAAC recommends that the County Board adopt the Manager’s proposed budget for 
FY2019 for the Department of Parks and Recreation. 

Vote Yes: 12 No: 3 Abstain: 0 

Comments The members who voted against the County Manager’s DPR budget 
specified that they agreed with the department’s cuts, but not with the 
proposed salary increases for county staff. (They oppose salary 
increases for most/all county staff, not DPR specifically.) Other 
members plan to opine on proposed salary increases during the 
separate compensation meeting. 
 
As FAAC has previously noted, we encourage the county to assist 
those whose positions are being terminated in finding employment 
elsewhere in the county government, where appropriate. 
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FAAC Recommendation #2 

The FAAC recommends that the County Board fund school-related services, including pre-
schools, through the APS budget. 

Vote Yes: 15 No: 0 Abstain: 0 

Comments The County Manager’s DPR budget includes funding for pre-schools. 
We understand that this expense is in the DPR budget for legacy 
reasons and not because it makes strategic sense for the county to be 
overseeing this program. FAAC members recognize the importance of 
the pre-school program and believe it could be best run by those 
tasked with administering schools for the county.  

 
 
Future Considerations 

• DPR believes that current DPR staff can absorb some of the duties of the Office of 
Community Health and the Volunteer Office. During FY 2019, FAAC will meet with DPR 
to gauge the progress being made in eliminating these offices and transferring their 
functions within DPR.  

 
• Previous fiscal year budget cuts have reduced maintenance of fields and limited the 

number of open bathrooms during non-peak seasons. FAAC is concerned with DPR’s 
ability to sustain park maintenance and expected amenities if their budgets cannot keep 
pace with inflationary pressures.  

 
• Current maintenance costs, such as the mowing contract, will continue to increase. 

FAAC is concerned DPR will need to scale back services even further to meet budgetary 
constraints. 

 


