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FAAC Opinion 
 
The Ballston Business Improvement District (BID) is the youngest and smallest of Arlington’s 
three BIDs. Its activities include the yearly festival of Arlington restaurants (Taste of Arlington), 
the weekly Ballston Farmer’s Market, installation of outdoor wifi access, signage, median 
landscaping, and various social and networking events. After several years of falling tax 
revenues, in FY19 the Ballston BID will see a further 7% decrease in revenues as a result of 
NSF’s move out of the area, the renovation of Ballston Commons/Quarters, and realization of 
tax assessments appeals. Under this constrained budget, the BID will have to put on hold 
several projects initiated in the past year to enhance the attractiveness of the BID area for 
businesses, residents, and retail customers, such as light installation at the Ballston Metro 
Plaza, digital banners, and electronic signage.   
 
In order to forestall loss of momentum on BID activities, the Ballston BID’s Board of Directors 
has approved a one-time increase in the BID area tax rate from the current .045 cents per $100 
of assessed value to .053 cents. Tax revenues are expected to increase in FY20 as Ballston 
Quarter comes on line and the NSF space is occupied. The FAAC agrees with the necessity of 
this increase but emphasizes that it be done on a one-time basis and is thoroughly reviewed in 
the next budget cycle. 
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 FAAC Recommendation #1 

The FAAC recommends that the County Board approve the one-time tax rate increase to .053 
cents proposed by the Board of Directors of the Ballston BID. 

Vote Yes: 11 No: 3 Abstain: 1 

Comment: Additional tax revenues should be forthcoming in FY 20 as the 
Ballston Quarter project is completed and fully occupied. 
 
This rate will revert back next fiscal year. 

 
 

FAAC Recommendation #2 

The FAAC recommends that the County Board encourage the County’s Connect Arlington 
project to coordinate with the BIDs for wifi access. 

Vote Yes: 14 No: 1 Abstain: 0 

Comment: Ballston has a robust project of outdoor wifi access that has 
reached nearly 100% coverage. Cooperation between Connect 
Arlington and BLinked could expand overall wifi coverage in 
Arlington. 

 
 
Future Considerations:  
 
The Ballston BID area (118 acres) is 50-50 commercial and residential.  However, none of the 
residential buildings are included in the BID and therefore do not contribute to revenue.  
(Although the same restrictions apply to other BIDs, they have some grandfather provisions.)  
The older rental buildings that include retail could be included IF the two big companies 
(Dettmore and Avalon Bay) would agree, but have not so far. This restriction inhibits the BID’s 
ability to undertake projects that would benefit the residential as well as the commercial spaces.   
 
  


