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Draft 
 

Summary of January 23, 2012 Meeting 
2100 Clarendon Blvd, Azalea Conference Room 

 
Members Present:  Shannon Cunniff, Dean Amel, Scott Dicke, Eric Harold, Mike Hanna, Claire O’Dea, 
Bree Raum, Alex Sanders, Brooks Rainwater, Shannon Siart 
 
 
Members Absent:   Sarah Meservey, Lisa Larimer, Scott Bauer 
 
Guests:  Christine Ng   
 
Staff Present:  Adam Segel-Moss (DES), Christin Jolicoeur (DES), Jessica Abralind (DES), Alonso 
Abugattas (PRCR) 
 

 
1. Public comment on general topics 
No comments. 
 
2. StormwaterWise Incentive Program (Christin Jolicoeur, DES) 

 
The Arlington StormwaterWise Landscapes Program provides County residents and business 
owners with funding to install small-scale practices that will reduce stormwater runoff from their 
property. Through a lottery system, 40 applicants will be selected for the pilot program in 2012.  

 
County staff will conduct a stormwater assessment of each program participant’s property. 
Participants will receive a written report with a property map, a list of site-specific 
recommendations for reducing stormwater runoff, and appropriate references as needed. The 
Arlington StormwaterWise Landscapes Program is made possible through a partnership 
between Arlington County and the Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment (ACE).  

 
 

Why is the County doing this?  Stormwater carries a variety of runoff that pollutes streams 
and waterways.  The county can only manage a small percentage of runoff and needs to work 
jointly with private landowners in Arlington to significantly reduce the rate of runoff and minimize 
pollution to our waterways.  

 
The online application is live and applications will be accepted through the end of February.   

 
What are the expectations of participant?  Residents are expected to implement at least one 
sustainable stormwater practice, share their success, submit receipts, and maintain the structure 
for at least a 5 year period. 

 
Participants will receive a report from the County that details the possible practices they could 
implement on their property.   The County can’t recommend specific contractors, but the county 
will provide a list of companies that have completed similar projects.  

 
StormwaterWise Approved Landscape Practices: 

1. Cisterns   
2. Conservation landscapes   
3. Green roofs   

http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/EnvironmentalServices/epo/PDFfiles/file84389.pdf
http://www.arlingtonenvironment.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WW77TVN


 

 

4. Infiltration trenches (an underground gravel storage area for water) and dry 
wells  

5. Pervious pavers or concrete (applicable for driveways, walkways & patios)*  
6. Rain gardens 

 
Other stormwater-reducing practices that are supported by other programs 

1. Rain Barrel 
2. Tree Planting   

  
Residents are able to recover 50% of the project cost up to $500 for cisterns, conservation 
landscapes, dry wells and infiltration trenches, $1,000 for green roofs, rain gardens, and 
pervious pavement/impervious cover removal. The maximum any single property owner can 
receive is $1000. Christin noted that this program is comparable in size and cost to Arlington's 
neighboring jurisdictions.   
 
Dean asked if it is possible to have staff provide this kind of advice without an incentive.  Christin 
said that this informal information sharing is already taking place, but this program will help 
formalize the process with a written report.  She also expressed that the Northern Virginia 
Conservation and Soil District is on contract to assist staff in providing guidance to residents on 
these types of issues.  
 
Shannon asked if data is available from other jurisdictions to ensure that we aren’t just 
incentivizing work that will be done anyway.  Christin noted that the program helps in a mix of 
ways.  Some residents are thinking about taking action and this program will provide them with 
the incentive necessary to move forward. Others are already going to take action, but with 
additional funding and technical assistance will be able to improve the quality or effectiveness of 
their stormwater features.  This program will also raise overall awareness of the importance of 
stormwater management practices.   

 
For fact sheets, recorded web casts, and an online application please visit Arlington’s 
StormwaterWise program website.   
 
 
3. Green Building Incentive Revision Update (Jessica Abralind, DES) 
Jessica Abralind presented on the current revision of the County’s green building incentive 
density program. 
 
The purpose of Arlington County’s green building density incentive policy is to encourage private 
developers of large office, high-rise residential and mixed-use projects to design, construct, and 
operate environmentally preferable buildings.  The bonus density program applies to special 
exception site plan requests for bonus density and height.   The program uses the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s (USGBC) LEED green building rating system as a standard for measuring the 
comprehensive green approach of each project.   
 
Over the past 13 years this program has significantly transformed the construction community in 
Arlington.  LEED has been accepted broadly in the building design and construction community.  
The program is being revised to continue to push the market further and align the program with 
the recently accepted community energy plan.  The goal of the community energy plan is to 
deliver buildings that are 30% more energy efficient than the 2004 building code, beginning in 
2015.  The revision of the program will put projects on the path to 30% energy efficiency.   

 
Staff is currently engaging with the Commercial Real Estate Development Association, LEED 
consultants, County staff, energy modelers, and others. County staff is working to make sure 
that the incentive given pushes the market and does not just incentivize activity that is already 
taking place in the market.  

http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/EnvironmentalServices/epo/page83039.aspx
http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/EnvironmentalServices/epo/page83039.aspx


 

 

 
Jessica noted that the program is exploring the use of LEED for Existing Building recertification 
and energy disclosure within site plan conditions.  These components will hope to bridge the gap 
between new construction and the ongoing operations and maintenance of Arlington’s existing 
building stock.   
 
The revision is still being negotiated and vetted.  Staff expects to finalize the new policy by June 
2012.   Dean noted that E2C2 would like to stay apprised of the development of the revised 
incentive density program.  Once complete, E2C2 will consider writing a letter in support of the 
new revision. 

 
4. Covanta letter 

  Unanimously approved with changes. 
 

5. Approval of Meeting Summary December 12, 2011 
  Unanimously approved with changes. 

 
6. Old/New Business 
Dean Amel – The long bridge park project is in the final design stages of the aquatic center.  At 
present there is enough solar thermal to heat the pool.   

 
Dean suggested that the Commission may want to explore parking requirements for site plan 
projects.  Currently there are minimums but Dean suggested that the County should explore 
maximums for parking.   

 
A meeting was held last week in advance of the board meeting.  The disposal rates will likely 
decrease; tonnage requirements will also decrease. 
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