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ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 

 

Approved Meeting Minutes 
June 28, 2016 

 

 

Commission Members Present:  
Caroline Haynes, Chair                Bill Ross, Vice Chair                      
Jim Feaster   Rick Epstein     
Conor Marshall   Steve Finn 
Alonzie Scott   Jesse Boeding 
Nereide Ellis   Nathan Gould  
 
Absent Members: 
Andrea Walker   Pam Silberstein  
Cynthia Krech   Jim Meikle  
Katie Elmore    Renee Mayo 
 
County Staff:  
Jennifer Fioretti, Deputy Director, Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 
Erik Beach, Planning Supervisor, DPR 
Scott McPartlin. Comprehensive Projects Team Supervisor, DPR 
Diane Probus, Staff Liaison, DPR 
Pete Lusk, Recreation Services Supervisor, DPR 
Jennifer Lainhart, Program Specialist, DPR  
Chikwe C. Njoku, Neighborhood Services Division Chief, Community Planning and Housing Dept. 
(CPHD)  
Elizabeth Weigle, Principle Planner, CPHD 
Richard Viola, Planning Supervisor, Department of Environmental Services 
 
Guests: 
Delegation from Democratic Republic of Georgia (10 visitors)  
Carrie Johnson, Vice-Chair of the Long Bridge Park Advisory Committee 
Toby Smith, Chair of the Long Bridge Park Advisory Committee  
Tamara Dailey, Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia  
Suzanne Williams, Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:00 – 7:05) 
 The Commission approved the May 24, 2016 draft meeting minutes.   

 
Public Comment: None  
 
Nauck Town Square Project [Chikwe C. Njoku] 
Chikwe Njoku presented details on the Nauck Town Square project to the Commission.        
 The site today is open lawn and is heavily used.  
 The Square will cover the entire block (between 24th Road South and South Shirlington Road) 

and will serve as a community gathering and event space.   

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/neighborhood-conservation/capital-improvement-projects/nauck-town-square/
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 Walter Hood, a landscape architect and artist, is designing the square.  He developed two design 
concepts which were presented to the community.  The community weighed in on the two 
concepts and the preference between the two concepts was split 50/50.      

 Walter Hood designed a final concept which was a mix of the two concepts.   
 
Commission Questions/Comments: 
 Was there a desire for an indoor community meeting space?  The area seems to lack meeting 

space.   
Response (Chikwe Njoku):  No there was not.  The goal was for a street crossing table for a 
connection with open space across the street and to have gathering space on that site. Still need to 
acquire that land. Special events could take place on the street when it is closed off and also in an 
amphitheater when that is built. 

 Is the site accommodating for bicyclists?  
Response (Chikwe Njoku):  Bike parking will be provided on the site. 

 The Freed sculpture may be up to 40 feet tall.  The Arlington Zoning Office will review the 
sculpture dimensions and decide if it meets zoning ordinance requirements.      

 
Washington Boulevard Trail Update [Richard Viola]  
Richard Viola updated the Commission on the final route of the Washington Blvd. trail which, when 
it is built, will provide a critical north-south County trail connection to existing trail network.   
 Richard stated that staff had significantly changed the trail route because the community 

wanted to preserve as many existing trees as possible along the trail route.     
 County staff consulted with the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), who maintains 

Washington Boulevard, and asked to change the trail layout so that it would be closer to the 
road.   

 The County will build the trail on an asphalt shoulder and provide a gutter road and trail.    
 The new route reduced the number of trees needing removal from 198 down to 84 trees. Many 

of these trees are invasive species or in bad condition. As part of this project the County will 
replant 220 higher quality trees. 

 Landscape is degraded and needs restoration. The project includes invasive plant removal, 
replanting trees along the edge of Towers Park and in areas where not many plants are growing 
now. 

 The change in plans has been well received by the community.   
 Under Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) design and permit review. 

Summer 2016 Complete design approvals  
Fall 2016/winter 2017 – Construction bid/award 
Spring 2017 – Begin construction  
Fall 2017 – Anticipated completion 

 
Commission Questions/Comments: 
 Did the Penrose CA accept the new plan?  

Response (Richard Viola): Yes they did. 
 Does the trail have to be 10 feet wide?  

Response (Richard Viola):  Yes, to avoid user conflicts on the trail 
 Did you save any money through redesign of the trail? 

Response (Richard Viola):  The County spent additional money redesigning the trail, but in the 
long the redesign will save money. 

 Do you want the Commission to send a letter to the County Board with comments about the 
project? 
Response (Richard Viola):  It is not necessary for you to send a letter. 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/washington-boulevard-trail/
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The commission thanked Richard for all the efforts he and others undertook to be responsive to the 
neighbors’ and commissions’ concerns to minimize the tree loss. 
 
Long Bridge Park Aquatic Center  Operating Cost Assumptions [Pete Lusk and Jennifer 
Lainhart]  
Pete Lusk and Jennifer Lainhart gave a presentation on the assumptions DPR used to estimate the 
operating costs for the proposed aquatic center.      
 
Commission Questions/Comments: 
 What net tax support is assumed for the operating costs? 

Response (Pete Lusk): Net tax support for the reimagined Long Bridge Park Aquatics Facility is 
based on both minimum and mid-point participation in the anticipated programming for the 
facility. Minimum and Mid-point projections are used under the assumption that it will take 3-5 
years to attain maximum participation in all programs, and to ensure that we are projecting as 
close to the correct net tax support as possible. Under the current assumptions Net-Tax Support 
under the Minimum participation assumptions is $1,045,000, and Net-Tax support assumptions 
under the Mid-Point Participation is $540,000.  

 
 Will program fees cover their costs? 

Response (Pete Lusk):  If the question is, “Will program fees cover the costs of running that 
program?” then the answer is yes.  Our programs operate on a cost recovery model that allows for 
fees to cover the cost of staffing and the equipment necessary to operate that program. 

 
If the question is, “Will program fees cover the cost of operating the facility”, the answer is no. 
None of the facilities under the DPR umbrella operate under this model, rather they operate via 
Net Tax Support.  

 

 Would there be an issue with commuter parking if the County did not charge a parking fee? 
Response (Pete Lusk): When Long Bridge Park was originally constructed, meters were installed to 
deter parking from the Pentagon and other areas in Crystal City.  Arlington Mill provides an 
example of an approach used to avoid commuter parking, but still allowing for free parking for 
patrons. The Center allows four hours of free parking before anyone is charged upon leaving. 
Parking decisions are not made by DPR, but our input would be to follow a similar structure. 

 

 Any idea what the revenue would be for the parking? 
Response (Pete Lusk): Parking is not monitored or managed by DPR. The Department of 
Environmental services manages parking throughout the county. The revenue generated by 
parking would also not benefit DPR. 

 

 How will the County manage providing for the needs of individuals in certain areas of the 
county and not to non-residents?  
Response (Pete Lusk): The County does not build facilities to serve one area of the county.  We are 
hoping that the aquatics center will absorb some of the demand for newer facilities like 
Wakefield.  We estimate that 10% of the memberships would be from outside the county. 

 

 Do you anticipate meets and rentals will be outside of operating hours? How will that impact 
operating costs? 
Response (Pete Lusk): We do anticipate that the majority of rentals and meets will be outside of 
normal operating hours. Operating costs will not be affected by these events, as all rentals and 
groups looking to host meets will be charged a fee for renting the facility, along with paying for 
the staff necessary to operate the facility.  

 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/parks-open-space/long-bridge-park/
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 If the County plans on hosting swim meets then they should turn them into a spectator 
programming.  I do not see how swim meets will take over significant pool time from 
community use.   
Response (Pete Lusk): The goal for the Long Bridge Aquatics Facility will be to provide community 
swim and programming that benefits our aquatics community.  While hosting regional meets may 
be something the County will consider once the facility is operational, the main focus of the facility 
will be to serve the needs of the aquatics community.  

 

Rosslyn Coordinated Redevelopment District Proposed Zoning Amendment [Elizabeth 
Weigle]  
Elizabeth Weigle presented the County’s proposed revisions to the General Land Use Plan (GLUP), 
the Master Transportation Plan (MTP) & zoning ordinance amendments for the C-O Rosslyn 
District.   
 County will update the GLUP map to:  

- Amend the district boundary (completed with the WRAPS implementation). 
- Add open space symbols (Oak and Key Plaza, Metro Station Plaza, and Rosslyn Plaza Park). 
- Amend the text to reflect the Rosslyn Sector Plan guidance. 

 Update the MTP to: Amend the Street Typology map and the Bike and Trail Network map. 
 Amend the Zoning Ordinance to update the provisions of the “C-O Rosslyn” district to facilitate 

the vision of the Rosslyn Sector Plan (RSP). 
 The RSP recommends that the Zoning Ordinance amendments address height (including 

provisions for flexibility), step backs and density.  
 Other elements of C-O Rosslyn district will be updated to ensure they reflect the Plan and as 

general clean-ups of the text. 
 Proposed removal of the existing zoning ordinance requiring developers to provide 20% 

landscaped open space in their projects (requirement may be modified by site plan approval).    
 See presentation on website  for additional details on the amendments.   
 Next Steps are:   

July 12, 2016               ZOCO 
September 2016        Request to Advertise (County Board) 
October 2016              Final Consideration (PC and County Board) 
 

Commission Questions/Comments: 
 When you change the zoning ordinance are you increasing the by-right density of Rosslyn? 

Response (Elizabeth Weigle): The amendment would not propose any changes to by-right densities 
in Rosslyn. Consistent with the existing C-O Rosslyn zoning, additional height and density would 
continue to only be approved through site plan.  

 Does the FAA have to approve the heights of buildings for safety?  
Response (Elizabeth Weigle): Site plans approvals typically include a standard condition that 
requires that the building(s) receive a determination of no hazard from the FAA.   

 How did the County come up with a building height of 300 feet? 
Response (Elizabeth Weigle): Under the current zoning, sites in C-O Rosslyn can achieve up to 300 
feet (with provisions for additional height at Central Place). The Rosslyn Sector Plan includes a 
building heights map that recommends a variety of heights in Rosslyn. The proposed amendment 
would allow the County Board to approve heights up to and above those shown on the map in the 
Sector Plan based on a set of findings.  

 The presentation showed a significant increase in population with the plan.  
Response (Elizabeth Weigle): 3-D modeling was done during the Sector Plan process to 
demonstrate one way Rosslyn may develop over time. This modeling showed that many sites will 
be able to achieve close to 10.0 floor area ratio (FAR), which is the existing maximum density 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/land-use/realize-rosslyn/implementation/
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2016/06/2016May_ZOCO_RosslynStaffPresentationFINAL.pdfwebsite
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permitted in C-O Rosslyn. The draft amendment would only allow additional density above 10.0 
FAR for transformational infrastructure (currently proposed to be limited to 18th Street and a 
second Metro station) and transfer of development rights.  

 What is the definition for landscaped open space in the ordinance?   
Response (Elizabeth Weigle): It is not defined in the zoning ordinance and it is not required to be 
green or public. It has been in the ordinance since the creation of the C-O Rosslyn in 1996. 

 Is there a way for a developer to get a waiver on providing the 20%? 
Response (Elizabeth Weigle): The requirement can be modified (reduced) by site plan approval.  

 This ordinance does not make public open space. 
 We would like to look at a way to make the spaces better and open to public. 
 I object to the ways that developers can make the open spaces private rather than public open 

spaces. 
Response (Elizabeth Weigle): The existing ordinance requirement is not for public open space. The 
sector plan gives direction on where public spaces will be placed and there are plan 
recommendations for developers to provide public open space (on-site or off-site).   

 I would like to have the 20% open space be specific for public open space. 
Response (Elizabeth Weigle): Plan guidance calls for being strategic about the public open 
space.  Staff is continuing to evaluate the proposed removal of the landscaped open space 
requirement and would like their comments on it.   

 The policy seems like the way things have always been done. There needs to be some 
mechanism not to lose the 20% open space requirement.  I have looked at open spaces which 
appear private so they are not used.  Maybe the County should think more about developers 
making improvements to the public realm outside of their building, similar to Eads Street 
design. 

 If a development does not have a green dot on it then they are exempt from providing public 
space? 
Response (Elizabeth Weigle):  The Plan recommends public open space locations. A site that does 
not have a public open space identified may be encouraged to make off-site open space 
improvements or contributions.  

 Are there other mechanisms to gain open space?  The PRC position is the County should have a 
contribution requirement that is not negotiable.   

 
Staff Report:  
 Next month Diane will present a plaque proposal for Fairlington Community Center Grounds 

sponsored by the Master Gardener’s.   The group has prepared a landscape design for the site 
where a bench will be placed with a recognition plaque.   

 
PRC Letters to Board [Caroline Haynes] 
1. Legislative Recommendations 

The Commission has the opportunity to share their priorities for the Virginia Legislation 
session with the County Board.  No pressing issues were identified. 
 
Commission Action: 
 Caroline will draft a short letter to the County Board to say thank you but the Commission 

does not have recommendations for this year.   
  

2. Blue Ribbon Panel 
Commission members noted concerns about the proposed Blue Ribbon panel including the 
structure of the panel and its lack of  broad representation.  
The Facility Study won an award for its broad participation and now the blue ribbon panel is a 
small group of five.  
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Commission Action: 
Caroline will circulate a draft raising concerns about the structure and focus of the panel. 

 
3. FY 2017 – FY 2026 Capital Improvement Plan  

 The commissioners decided not to send a letter since they were generally satisfied with the 
proposed CIP funding and had already recommended additional funding for land 
acquisition in the previous FY17 budget letter.   

 
4. Long Bridge Park Letter  

The commission agreed to send a letter to the board supporting the Long Bridge Park Advisory 
Committee and County Manager’s recommendation to proceed with the project within the 
already approved funding. 

 
Commission Member Reports  
 55+ (Andrea Walker) 

 The Office of Senior Adult Programs (OSAP) held its volunteer luncheon June 23 at Liberty 
Tavern.  Jane Rudolph and Board member Christian Dorsey addressed the group w/Christian 
noting (among other things) that the FY 2015 high dollar value of volunteer hours continues 
into FY 2016.  Board member Katie Crystal also attended. 

 Keeping fit continues to be a focus w/awards being given to those volunteers who promote 
senior fitness--Cindy Miller, the now past chair of the senior advisory council who promotes 
swim activities and weights, Rob Brown, who gives bike tours through 55+, as well as myself 
for our Fast Forwards walk group. 

 55+ participated in the Arlington Active Street Festival June 11 w/a sidewalk display of 
tripping hazards. 

 While no firm start date set for Aurora Hills renovations, it appears that the senior program 
will make its temporary move to Gunston in Sept. 

 APS (Jim Meikle/Pam Silberstein) 
 APS Whole Child Working Group (Steve Finn) 

 The working group has looked at having park facilities near schools, but they have not 
necessarily addressed the amount of time children should be outside. 

 Budget/CIP  (Haynes/Epstein/Scott) 
 Crystal City Review Commission (Scott) 
 Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Haynes/Grace/Walker) 

 A kick off meeting and Saturday morning walk of the planning area were held in June. There 
was good participation from non-working group members at both events.  The next meeting is 
scheduled for July 14. 

 Grants/Awards Committee  
-- Bill Thomas Award (Mayo/Marshall) 
-- Park Enhancement Grants (PEG)  

 Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech) 
 Long Bridge Park [Alonzie Scott/ Bill Ross] 
 Lubber Run Community Center (Rick Epstein) 

 There are still objections from the community about putting more administrative offices in the 
building.  The community would like the new building sized to fit the location and not to it 
expanded to house the DPR staff. 

 Natural Resources (NRJAG) (Haynes/ Crawley) 
 In lieu of a June meeting, NRJAG hosted a summer solstice walk through the globally rare 

Barcroft Magnolia Bog, led by Natural Resources Manager Alonso Abugattas (to which PRC 
members were invited to attend). 
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 Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Jim Feaster) 
 The NCAC has forwarded the latest book of NC projects.   

 Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) 
- Wilson School (Katie Elmore) 
- Stratford School (Gearin/Ross) 
- Thomas Jefferson Middle School (TJMS) (Gearin/Grace) 

 The planning is going forward on the addition of the elementary school on the TJMS 
campus.  APS is planning to have the parking lot higher to use it for more activities.  

Park is will remain as is. 
 Plan for Our Places and Spaces  (Haynes) 

The advisory group met on May 31.  Topics covered include:  
 The timeline for future public meetings 
 The organization of the POPS/PSMP update document 
  Strategic directions (the "buckets" into which specific recommendations will be developed) for   

Arlington’s open space, were outlined to include: 
 Public spaces 
 Trails 
 Natural resources 
 Partnerships 
 Recreation programs 
 Marketing and communication 
 Fiscal sustainability 
 Operations and maintenance 

 An action plan including the steps that could be taken to fulfill the 8 strategic directions 
 Potential vision statements for the plan 

 A second set of public engagement event, this time in a much more informal manner, 
including July 4th at Long Bridge Park and numerous farmer's markets, began today and 
will continue through July.  Volunteer opportunities are available if PRC members are 
interested in participating with the outreach events.  

 Site Plan Review: 
- Metropolitan Park 6 (Ross/Haynes) 

 The SPRC has reviewed the open space plans and park designs planned for this area.  It 
appears that the Applicant has done a good job taking into account the expressed 
priorities for the space that came out of the public park design process.  The proposed 
green open space is actually larger than originally proposed given that a circular entrance 
driveway for the apartment complex was removed from the plan.  The proposed dog park 
is smaller than most county dog parks, with an innovative design.  It will be a good 
experiment to see how it serves the residents in this denser, urban location.  The 
Commission may want to propose that the proposed new "Elm" street, which will separate 
two green spaces, be designated by the county as a pedestrian-bicycle priority street.  This 
has been done at least once, in the Ballston area.      

- 750 N Glebe (Mazda Site) (Haynes) - The County Board approved the site plan at the June 
meeting. 

- The Wellington (Mayo) 
 Sports Commission (Steve Finn) 
 Rosslyn Highlands Parks + (Elmore/Haynes) 

 County Board consideration of the park design has been postponed until the fall.  Efforts are 
being made to secure funding for the development of the park. 

 Urban Agriculture (Renee Mayo) 
 Urban Forestry Commission (Caroline Haynes) 
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 John Liebertz, CPHD, Historic Preservation staff, provided information on when trees are 
considered "historic" from the HALRB perspective. There was concern that HALRB did not 
weigh in on the significance of the trees that would be removed with the renovation of 
Stratford School. John assured the group that in general, efforts are made to preserve large 
trees on historic properties but that the Stratford School was an exception to the rule on 
several fronts. 

 Brian Keightley, the newly hired Urban Forest Manager was introduced to the commission. 
 Williamsburg Field Lighting Working Group (Steve Finn) 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:30p.m.    


