
Park and Recreation Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 at 7:00 PM 

Courthouse Plaza Building, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. 

Azalea Room on the Lobby Level 

 

AGENDA 

Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:00 – 7:05) 

 Commission consider April 2017 minutes 

Public Comment (7:05-7:10) 

Lubber Run Community Center: (7:10 – 7:50)  

County staff and consultant teams will present the project final design concept for Lubber Run.   There 

will be a presentation and Q&A. 

GW Clubhouse at Barcroft Park (7:50 – 8:10) 

County staff and a representative from GW will update the commission regarding the proposed GW 

clubhouse project at Barcroft Park Field #6. 

Arlington County Tennis Association (8:10-8:25) 

Letters to the County Board (8:25 – 8:30) 

Staff Report (8:30 – 8:45) 

Commission Member Reports (8:45-9:00) 

 55+ (Andrea Walker) 

 Aurora Hills 55+ program is scheduled to resume at the newly refurbished 

Aurora Hills Center May 15.  

 Arlington’s Digital Destiny: The County’s Department of Technology Services’ will 

explore the role technology can play in supporting older people age 

independently on Fri, April 28th, 1-3pm Sequoia (Stambaugh Human Services 

Center). Event will be simultaneously broadcast at Arlington Mill and Walter 

Reed Community Centers. 

 55+ Fitness Day will be held Friday, May 12 from 9am-3pm at Arlington Mill 

w/free demos and classes from the kukuwa dance workout to Feldenkrais’s 

balance exercises to meditation to getting most out of your Fitbit. 

 APS (Jim Meikle) 

 Benjamin Banneker Park (Cynthia Krech) 

 Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn/Nereide Ellis) 



 May 9, 2017 was the initial meeting of the biking group. The county gave an 

presentation of goals: explore current state of bicycling; group provide advice 

and input to staff; act as liaisons to other groups; help with community process; 

and review and provide comment on guidelines, drafts and final documents. 

 A web site will be established. 

 Budget/CIP (Haynes/Grace) 

 Civic Federation (Jesse Boeding) 

 Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 

 Edison Park Renewal (David Howell) 

 Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Haynes/Grace) 

 Grants/Awards Committee 

- Bill Thomas Award (Mayo/Marshall) 

 JFAC (Bill Ross) 

 Possible options for the siting of various uses and facilities at Buck and Carlin 
Springs have been produced by staff, with the guidance of JFAC.   At both sites, 
there are at least two options that propose park expansion or added open 
space.  In all of the Carlin Springs options, parkland would be expanded.  Also, 
one of the Carlin Spring options is an “all fields” option where two or three 
sports fields would be added.    There will be an interactive public forum at 
Wakefield High on May 24 where residents can react to the various options. 

 Lee Highway Planning (Haynes/Krech) 

 Long Bridge Park (Bill Ross 

 LRPC – Special GLUP 

 The Long Range Planning Committee has been working with staff on several 

options for proposing larger zoning densities, new street networks, and 

expanded open space at the Kirkwood Rd./Washington Blvd/Lincoln St./13th St. 

superblock.  All scenarios envision the enhancement of open space around the 

Ball Family Cemetery.  One scenario proposes a new open space/park near the 

current YMCA parking lot.   Public tours and open houses have been conducted 

and neighborhood opinions surveyed.   The goal is to have a proposal for the 

County Board by July. 

 Lubber Run Community Center (David Howell) 

 Natural Resources (NRJAG) (Haynes/ Ellis/Howell) 

 Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Jim Feaster) 

 No change. NCAC has suspended the spring funding round. 

 Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) (Michael Grace) 

 Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Haynes) 

 Site Plan Review (Ross) 

 Rosslyn City Center – The owners of the property located at the Metro station 

are proposing improvements to the retail buildings and the Metro entrance at 



Moore St.  An open air, second story plaza for use by retail and restaurants 

would be added.  There would also continue a pathway through  to Ft. Myer 

Drive.  Staff is concerned that the plan and design does not follow that 

envisioned by the Realize Rosslyn Sector Plan, approved less than two years 

ago.  This included a large covered plaza at the Metro Station that would allow 

for the opening up of the envisioned 18th St. corridor.  The applicant stated that 

this will be a temporary improvement that will be replaced by the Sector Plan 

vision once current long-term leases with current office tenants are completed. 

 Clarendon Commons – The owner is proposing a complete replacement of the 

current private park loop area, which would be designed around at least two 

retail pavilions.  Most of the current tree-laden, landscaped non-programmed 

space would be gone, including the seating gazebos and the very popular tot-

lot.  There are many issues of concern here that the Commission may want to 

weigh in on before the applicant and planning staff proceed with more serious 

plans and negotiations. 

 Rosslyn Streetscape Improvements -- Caroline and Bill attended an SPRC meeting 

where planning staff and Rosslyn Bid representatives presented ideas for adding 

various street accessories (benches, trashcans, planters, newspaper machine 

corrals, charging stations, and a "Parklet" (at Oak and Wilson).  The latter, built in 

the location of 3 on-street parking places, will include benches, plantings, and 

protective barriers and be monitored as a pilot project. 

 Sports Commission: 

 At the April Sports Commission meeting, the members were provided a 

presentation and conducted discussion on better serving the underserved 

population in the County.  Presentations and ideas were provide by the Out of 

School Time Advisory Council, the youth baseball leagues, Reuse and Replay, and 

by the County rep. on a Virginia Tech Fee Reduction Study being conducted.  The 

ASC also discussed advocacy ideas on the Williamsburg lights issue and had a 

presentation on joint use of diamond fields.  Lastly, there was an update on the 

County Board's decision on approving synthetic turf for the Gunston baseball 

field. 

 

 Rosslyn Highlands Parks + (Bill Ross) 

 Urban Agriculture (Renee Mayo) 

 The rooftop garden at Trades.  The hardware is in place, DPR just needs to 

finalize the garden team and get it planted.   

 The fencing at the Lang Community Garden is being installed. The installation of 

the accessible vertical feature will go in next -- it has been ordered and will be 

installed as soon as it arrives.  



  The Rosslyn Farmers Market had their grand opening yesterday (the 17th) and 

all the other 8 markets have begun their summer season.  

 The Friends of Urban Ag had a very successful plant giveaway at the Ballston and 

the Courthouse metro stops -- working with Marymount students, they grew 

basil from seeds and gave away the plants, a larger pot, bag of soil, recipe and 

instruction card in a nice tote bag with their new logo. This was a way to get the 

word out about FOUA and various UA activities in the County to rush hour 

commuters.  The basil kit is intended to show that you can grow some food even 

in the most urban parts of Arlington.    

 Friends of Urban Ag held a quarterly meeting on May 17 at Central Library.  Mark 

Schwartz dropped by and John Vishstadt addressed the group.  They elected 

their first Board of Directors,  (replacing the steering committee). This was 

followed by a panel on Organic Wastes:  Will They Feed Our Future?  Presenters 

included DES Solid Waste, Veteran Compost, DC Water - Biosolids, and 

Reevesland, and was moderated by David Sachs, Arlington resident and 

community gardener and wheat farmer at his farm in the Northern Neck.   

 The community gardens are in full swing with the annual plot assignment 

process mostly completed 

 Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 

 Williamsburg Field Lighting Working Group (Bill Ross) 

 Because of staff and working group availability conflicts, the Board has decided 

to defer discussion and a decision until September.  At this time Commission will 

be asked to discuss the issue of whether to approve recommendation of 

installation of lights and take a vote. 

Other Business (8:45 – 9:00) 

Next Meeting: June 27, 2017 

 


