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PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 

 
Meeting Minutes 
January 23, 2018 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair       
Duke Banks 
Stephen Bernheisel (for Jim Miekle) 
Jesse Boeding 
Nereide Ellis 
Jim Feaster  
Steve Finn 
Michael Grace 
Caroline Haynes 
David Howell 
Shruti Kuppa 
 
Guests:  
Debby Cook 
Aya Lauufir 
Anne Low 
Tsion Mamo 
Drew Murray 
Harry Spector 
Hiwot Temesyan 
Emi Wheeler 
Dunan Widand 
Lidya Woldeyesus 
 
County Staff: 
Marco Rivero, Principal Planner, DPR 
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Kirubel Fessesework 
Nate Gould 
Cindy Krech 
Kevin Rachlin 
Andrea Walker 
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Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:00 – 7:05) 

The Commission considered their December 2017 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) meeting 
minutes.  The Commission approved the minutes as presented. 

 

Public Comment:   

 
• Lidya Woldeyesus, an Arlington resident and student at Washington-Lee High School, spoke on 

behalf of seniors (also in attendance) who are taking a social anthropology class.  As part of this 
class, Lidya stated that they are working on a community life project, seeing how green space 
is a factor in development decisions.  The class believed it would be a good experience to visit 
the Park and Recreation Commission to explore this topic further. 

 
 
Brief Update on the 2018 Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Schedule 
 
PRC Staff Liaison and Principal Planner, Marco Rivero (MR) provided a brief overview of the 
Commission meeting schedule for the next year.  Mr. Rivero noted that there are currently two (2) 
dates shown for the August PRC meeting (Tuesday, August 21, 2018 or Tuesday, August 28, 2018) 
and that it will most likely be a field trip or located at an area outside of Courthouse Plaza.  The 
meeting date and location would be discussed with the Commission likely during the July PRC 
meeting.   
 
PRC Chair, Bill Ross followed this discussion by mentioning possible meeting topics for the 
February PRC meeting, which will likely include the FY 2019 Proposed Budget for the Department 
of Parks and Recreation.  Mr. Rivero also noted that the February PRC meeting will not be in the 
Azalea Room of Courthouse Plaza, since the February meeting will likely be a joint Park and 
Recreation Commission and Sports Commission meeting.  The location is to be determined and will 
be updated accordingly on the PRC website once finalized.  The Commission will also receive 
correspondence on the new meeting location.   
 
The 2018 PRC schedule is provided below: 
 

Park and Recreation Commission 
2018 Meeting Schedule 

 

The Park and Recreation Commission meets at 7:00pm the third or fourth Tuesday of 

each month. Meetings are generally held in a Conference Room (see schedule below) on 

the lobby level at 2100 Clarendon Boulevard (above Courthouse Metro Station). Free 

parking is available in the garage after 5:00 PM.  

 

UPCOMING 2018 COMMISSION  
MEETING DATES 

Meeting Date Meeting Room 

Tuesday, January 23, 2018 Azalea Room 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 *Location To Be Determined 

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 Azalea Room 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Commissions/ParksRecreationCommissions/ParksRecreationScriptsCommissionsParkCommission.aspx
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Tuesday, April 24, 2018 Azalea Room 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 Azalea Room 

Tuesday, June 26, 2018 Azalea Room 

Tuesday, July 24, 2018 Azalea Room 

Tuesday, August 21, 2018 or  

Tuesday, August 28, 2018 

*Location To Be Determined 

Tuesday, September 25, 2018 Azalea Room 

Tuesday, October 23, 2018 Azalea Room 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 Azalea Room 

Tuesday, December 18, 2018 Azalea Room 
 
 
Update/Status of 2017 Bill Thomas Awards 
 
PRC Commissioner, Duke Banks, provided a quick update on the Bill Thomas Awards and the 

schedule.  Mr. Banks stated the members of this year’s review committee, which are comprised of:  

• Michael Thomas, Arlington County Civic Federation Representative 

• Jay Wind, Friends of Arlington Parks Representative 

• Peter Lusk, Department of Parks and Recreation, Athletic and Facilities Services Division Chief  

• Shruti Kuppa, Park and Recreation Commission 

• Duke Banks, Park and Recreation Commission 

MR stated that nominations will be accepted until Friday, February 2nd.  MR promised to share the 

calendar for the nomination and award process with the Park and Recreation Commission.  

 

 

Possible Re-naming of Oakgrove Park 
 

Mr. Harry Spector of the Cherrydale Citizens Association presented this item.  Mr. Spector also 

introduced Ms. Deborah Cook who is also part of the Citizens Association and is a nearby resident.  

Mr. Spector provided a quick presentation on the history of Oakgrove Park and the process to 

recommend changing the name to “Oak Grove” Park.  Mr. Spector stated that there was no evidence 

that the “Oakgrove” spelling was used in any other record or document, other than within the 

existing Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP).  However, Mr. Spector stated that every other County 

document (that he researched) shows the name of the park as “Oak Grove” Park.  

 

The PRC Chair stated that Mr. Spector provided a formal letter of support for the park name change 

on behalf of the Cherrydale Citizens Association. Members of the Commission received this 

correspondence as part of their meeting materials.  

 

A commissioner asked if we (the Commission) should be reviewing this item first to consider the 

change.  The PRC Chair stated that any park renaming process would need to be considered by the 

PRC on two separate occasions (once to introduce the item and again later in the process to 

recommend a name/name change for the park).  
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Mr. Spector stated that DPR has changed the name without any public record of the change.  Ms. 

Cook then stated that as part of initiating the Neighborhood Conservation (NC) project, she noticed 

that the park spelling was incorrect and that it needed to be changed.  Ms. Cook further explained 

that the new spelling was noticed with the new Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

improvements that were in place for Oakgrove Park.  

 

A commissioner stated if DPR made a mistake on signage of the park, but the official documents in 

place state that it is “Oak Grove Park”, what is the official County document?    Another commissioner 

stated that the official County document is likely the park plat.   

 

A commissioner asked if we (the Commission) can get a statement (from a protocol, like the bench 

policy) that states the naming protocol for parks, and go ahead and write a letter with the PRC’s 

perspective on this matter?  DPR protocol for the park, should be stated clearly.  If it is a mistake by 

DPR, it should likely be handled administratively.   

 

MR responded that staff will look in to the naming protocol, and that staff may come to the PRC on 

a second meeting to present the renaming of the park (if needed). 

 

But the consensus of the commission was that at this point, the fastest way to get the park officially 

renamed to “Oak Grove”, may be to go through the county’s regular renaming process as soon as 
possible.    

 

 

Discussion of Paper on Biophilic Cities and Arlington’s Commitment to Natural Spaces 

 

PRC Commissioner, David Howell provided an overview on the paper on “Biophilic Cities and 

Arlington’s Commitment to Natural Spaces” to the PRC.  Commissioner Howell stated that the main 

argument/idea is that people need nature (for health, exercise, way of life, and other purposes). 

The effect of nature on personal genetics and physiology matters, and people interact with nature 

in various ways.  In the context of Arlington, we should ask the County Board to look at how we can 

adopt measures that take in to consideration: easier access to open space (strategic and political 

question for the County Board to consider) and for a “Smart Growth 2.0” strategy accounting for 

greater access to open space and recreational space in the larger community (in the concentrated 

density areas and elsewhere).  Commissioner Howell asked the PRC for their comments and 

questions. 

 

A Commission member asked what is the difference between the concept of biophilic cities and 

preservation of open space? (This item would be addressed as the discussion continued).   

 

Commissioner Banks thanked Commissioner Howell on this paper. Two thoughts were expressed: (1) 

this looks like “Olmstead 2.0”. Creating natural space in the urban environment (applicable to 

Arlington). (2) Smart Growth: if we are going to have development along the Rosslyn-Ballston 

corridor, then there needs to be focus on acquiring spaces for open space and recreational space needs 

(“Smart Growth 1.0” 1960s-70s Arlington).  Smart Growth 2.0 (1980s-90s) was more of the thought 

of concentrating more development (retail, residential, office) within the corridor, but the idea of open 

space creation/acquisition was put to the side.  Maybe Arlington should adopt a “Smart Growth 3.0” 

which considers the complementary need of built development and open space creation.   
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Commissioner Howell provided a response to this in the context of the biophilic paper, mainly 

explaining that the County identity can change, along with its ideas for future policies and projects.  

This would be a different way of looking at the possibilities for development.   

 

The PRC Chair asked what needs to be done with the paper? What is the plan forward?   

 

Commissioner Haynes explained that natural areas were highly ranked in the Plan for Our Places 

and Spaces (POPS) survey.  It is a recommendation in the draft POPS plan (to pursue biophilic 

principals).   

 

Commissioner Haynes then asked, how do we socialize this, how do we translate the idea of “biophilic 

cities” within the context of Arlington?  This is a good time for implementing many of these features 

within the County. One of the things that struck her was that Arlington was awarded a “LEED 

Platinum” city, which is great for energy, but how does the County grow from this?  Do we need to 

rethink urban design guidelines for projects? 

 

A Commissioner stated maybe we should provide concrete examples of what biophilic opportunities 

look like and placing it in the context of the County.   

 
Commissioner Howell stated that Arlington should consider the idea of “biophilic” cities seriously; 

Washington D.C. is already a partner city.  

 

A Commissioner stated that we need to balance out what we currently have and what can be done in 

the future.  

 

Commissioner Boeding stated that this is a great idea, but what do we do with this?  The trajectory 

now in Arlington is very “hardscape” in nature with the construction of new properties (residential 

communities especially).  We have a fundamental infrastructure problem in the County.  Biophillia is 

important within the discussion of parks, but it should be considered for other development proposals 

(schools, road infrastructure, etc.).  Where is the population number that the County wants to get to, 

what is the reasoning behind this, and how may this support “biophilic” ideas?  The Four Mile Run 

Valley (4MRV) process, for example, did not take the idea of how much open space do we want, how 

many trees do we want or to have saved, instead we are talking about the number of diamond fields, 

etc.  

 

Commissioner Boeding stated that we are projected to have approximately 30,000-40,000 more 

people by the year 2040. How are we going to do that and what are the consequences? This is an 

aspirational goal of the housing plan. We need to look collectively at the current state and potential 

for natural spaces, take some of the concepts in the “biophilic” paper and incorporate them within 

Arlington.  A key question is: “What type of development can be done?” 

 

A Commissioner encouraged everyone to bring this topic to the forefront within the POPS discussions 

and in other areas, which includes Commissioner Howell’s paper with what can be incorporated 

within potential design guidelines.  
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Commissioner Howell suggested that maybe an event can be organized with multiple commissions 

invited to listen to Timothy Beatley (University of Virginia professor) speak about “biophilic cities”.  

 

Commissioner Haynes mentioned that the City Nature Challenge’s (occurring April-May) objective is 

to observe how much nature can be observed within a city, through a geospatial application that can 

be downloaded on a mobile device.  A Commissioner suggested that maybe the PRC can walk through 

a park and participate in the Challenge.   

 

Commissioner Boeding stated that having activities like this is good, but what activities can we 

incorporate to “close the gap” in adding green space?  Commissioner Haynes offered that a walk 

through can make people aware of what’s surrounding them (nature specifically) and may spark 

interest in open space preservation and possible expansion.  

 

 

2018 Plan of Action for the Parks and Recreation Commission 

 

The PRC Chair, Bill Ross, provided a brief background on the PRC’s Plan of Action for 2018.  A draft 

letter speaking to the various action items was discussed.  The Chair asked that the PRC discuss the 

various topics, and recommend any possible additions or edits.  

 
Commissioner Haynes provided a brief update on the POPS initiative within the context of the 

letter, updated timeline of the process (including a re-draft in the spring, among other items).   

 

Another Commissioner requested to have a POPS update to the PRC once the re-draft occurs.  

 

The PRC Chair mentioned DPR’s planning and budget items and asked that Commissioner Banks 

provide an overview for further discussion. Commissioner Banks stated that there should be better 

understanding of the needs of park maintenance.  Commissioner Banks identified several items, 

one of them was regarding “open data” (which includes having staff respond to and share data). 

What is DPR management doing to provide quality data and have it readily available?  There are 

things that complement parks and recreation (like the Pay-As-You-Go (PAYGO) budgets) and this 

needs to be better understood.   Furthermore, the future financial impacts regarding the operations 

of facilities (as an example, Long Bridge Aquatics Center, what are the considerations for annual 

operating expenses?).  Also, understanding how DES-Facilities and Operations works and its 

relationship to management and maintenance for parks facilities would be important to recognize.  

Furthermore, how master planning works and how land acquisition ties in to these processes 

should be discussed further.   

 

Commissioner Haynes stated that it may be important to have a “budget/finance 101” session with 

the PRC so the commission can understand better how CIP, PAYGO, and other fund sources are used 

for maintenance, etc. 

 

Associated with the Virginia Highlands Park tour, the question arose to how can we increase the 

number of benches within parks for “casual use” opportunities (which may not be very expensive to 

implement).  How can the budget be structured to include this?  Training for what goes in the CIP and 

what does not for staff would be important to pursue.  
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Is there an opportunity to get in front of the County Board to recommend more data training for DPR 

staff to help them perform their primary functions.  The PRC Chair stated maybe there should be a 

recommendation to the County Board to have additional data and data training resources for staff 

that will improve data accessibility for the public.  

 

One of the challenges is identifying what kinds of data sets are needed for the “open data workgroup”.  

 

The PRC Chair stated that land acquisition/CIP should be a clear focus for this year, since the new 

CIP will be adopted by June 2018.   

 

Other discussion revolved around the 2040 Arlington County population estimate and whether they 

are presented as an “estimate” or “goal”?  Another Commissioner stated that they understood it as an 

“estimate” not “goal”.   The following comments were made:  

 

Also, what is driving a lot of the population estimate/goal discussions are the continuing discussions 

regarding bonus density within private development projects?  This may provide for additional 

housing units which then result in greater populations.   

 

We need to recognize state rules that restrict what Arlington can do.  Smart growth cannot be as 

“smart” as you want it to be with many of these restrictions.  What are the implications of population 
growth as we develop various school projects and other public projects? 

 

Are we (the County) in charge of our destiny or do we need to work within the rules of the state?  These 

are different discussions (political will of the County Board vs. what the state would allow).  

 

Discussing land acquisition, we have small areas that are acquired for independent park spaces, but 

not much space identified for larger, existing park areas.    An obvious goal would be to identify and 

acquire more money such as the Neighborhood Conservation group is doing for NC projects.  

 

Total acquisition numbers (acreage/square feet) need to be represented in a different way. An 

example provided is when properties that are of shared interest and maintenance with DPR-County 

and APS, how much net new acreage is gained?  Furthermore, on a land acquisition letter that the 

Commission might produce, there should be an accounting for the privately owned public spaces 

within the overall acquisition numbers.   

 

The issue with privately owned, public spaces is that you would need to acquire many spaces to provide 

for significant active park activities (sports fields, playgrounds, courts, etc.).  

 

For example, 3700 Four Mile Run is a building with trees and a parking lot. How would this be 

considered for open space? (Related to 4MRV).  

 

The PRC Chair went through the rest of the items of the proposed, 2018 PRC work plan letter. 

Including the listing of work that the PRC currently participates in with other development 

projects.  He then concluded by asking that the PRC provide any additional comments/edits as 

needed.  The PRC Chair will try to get the letter out to the County Board by the end of January or 

early February.   

 



8  

A Commissioner recommended that the letter add “DPR planning, resourcing and budget” within the 

second topic listed.  As an aside, Mr. Ross said that participation of PRC members for different groups 

we are asked to be involved in should be increased.   

 

The DPR Chair and Commissioner Haynes stated that the PRC members are actively participating 

and addressing various viewpoints on open space development. 

 

 

Staff Report 

 

Invasive Plant Removal and Habitat Restoration Grant 
(No new updates since December 2017). The County will develop five-year plan to restore and 
maintain natural meadows along W&OD.  The County has received a $140,000 grant through the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s “Pulling Together Initiative” to identify and remove 
invasive plants along the 45-mile Washington and Old Dominion (W&OD) trail. The grant amount 
will be utilized through September 2018.  The project will include completing an inventory of 
invasive plant species and infestation levels, developing and implementing a five-year plan to clear 
the plants, improving techniques and training to manage the inventoried plants, and educating 
nearby homeowners in curbing nonnative plant use.  The grant will also support Parks and 
Recreation’s development of a Cooperative Weed Management Area, which will bring together 
local jurisdictions, state and federal agencies, nonprofits and for-profits to encourage community 
buy-in and support to stop the spread of invasive species while restoring natural habitats.   

 
The general concept of the recently awarded grant—removing invasive species—is not new. What 
is new, however, is the cooperative approach among several regional partners. These include the 
counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince William; cities of Alexandria and Falls Church; 
the towns of Herndon and Leesburg; the community of Reston; the Virginia Department of 
Forestry; the National Park Service; NOVA Parks; Dominion Energy; and nonprofits Master 
Naturalists, Earth Sangha and Friends of the W&OD. 
 
Fairlington Park Project 
(No new updates since December 2017). The Board voted to approve a $1.9 million contract with the 
Bennett Group, Inc.  for the final phase of renovations for Fairlington Park. The project will include 
a playground for both 2-5 and 5-12-year-olds, outdoor fitness equipment, a picnic area, site 
circulation with ADA accessibility, site furnishings, landscaping, and drainage, and stormwater 
management improvements.  The existing amphitheater, which is not often used, will be removed 
to make more room for the playground. The athletic field will be closed during construction. 
 
Public Engagement:  The County conducted an online survey to solicit general feedback from the 
community on possible improvements. After the survey, the County developed conceptual designs 
and presented them at two community meetings. Another meeting was held at the playground to 
focus specifically on the playground equipment choices, at the request of residents unable to attend 
the first two meetings.   To read the staff report, scroll to Item No. 21 on the agenda for the Saturday, 
Dec. 16 Regular County Board Meeting. 
 
Fairlington Community Center 
Bid opened in November 2017 with contractor selected in December. Construction start date 
anticipated in January/February 2018. 
 
Benjamin Banneker Park Framework Plan  
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(No new updates since December 2017) On December 16th, the Arlington County Board adopted a 
long-term vision for Benjamin Banneker Park, a 12.5-acre park at 1680 N. Sycamore Street on the 
western edge of the County, that the County has expanded over the past two decades through 
strategic purchases.  Staff and consultants, using feedback from the public, developed the Benjamin 
Banneker Park Framework Plan and Design Guidelines.  The existing park amenities and trail 
improvements are funded with $2.45 million from Fiscal Year 2015 Parks Maintenance Capital and 
$750,000 from the Fiscal Year 2015 Trail Modernization Program.  Current funding will enable the 
replacement of existing park amenities and trails.  Additional planned improvements will require 
future budget consideration.   
 
Benjamin Banneker Park features the Four Mile Run trailhead; a section of the NOVA Parks 
Washington & Old Dominion Trail; a dog park; playground; picnic facilities; rectangular athletic 
field; and parking.  A major feature of the park is Four Mile Run stream, which together with its 
riparian and environmentally sensitive areas encompass about 75 percent of the park. Natural 
springs and a managed meadow in the park make it attractive to a variety of wildlife and plants.  
The park also hosts a historic boundary stone, designated a National Historic Landmark that 
commemorates the contributions of Benjamin Banneker, a son of freed slaves and self-taught 
mathematician, who played a key role in the survey of the original boundary of the District of 
Columbia. 
 
Plan highlights: 

• Widening trails – Trails will be widened, typically to 12 feet, following guidelines from the 
adopted Arlington Master Transportation Plan – Bicycle Element. 

• Improving accessibility – A sidewalk connection from 16th Street N. to the parking lot will 
be added as well as a sidewalk around the parking lot perimeter, which will link internal 
sidewalks and trails with park amenities.  

• Relocating playground – The playground will be shifted further from the stream along 18th 
Street N. The new location will be separated from trails and visible from the street. It will 
include new play equipment, more seating and tables. 

• Parking lot improvements – A few spaces will be added to the existing parking lot, making 
room for a total of 25 cars. The footprint of the lot will be reduced and made more efficient. 

• Renovating Dog Park – The dog parks surface will be replenished and there will be new 
furnishings and play features.   

 
Next Steps –  

• Design the near-term improvements for the existing park amenities.   
• A rezoning and GLUP amendment application for parcels in the park to S3-A and to Public.     

 
Tree Canopy Report  
(No new updates since December 2017). The tree canopy report for 2016 is being finalized. Data will 
be released near the end of the year. 

 
4MRV 
The Working Group has since met on one (1) occasion during the month of December (two (2) 
Working Group meetings scheduled for January were cancelled).  The 12/5 Working Group 
meeting featured a discussion on developing the design guidelines for the Parks Master Plan (a 
presentation was posted to the Working Group for their review on 11/30).  In addition, a 
presentation was provided on refined Concepts “A” and “B” for Jennie Dean Park and the final 
concept for Shirlington Park, which was then followed by a Working Group discussion.  DPR staff 
and the consultant team are currently working on providing a draft of the Parks Master Plan Design 
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Guidelines and a single refinement for the Jennie Dean Park concept plan.  The Working Group will 
receive an update on these processes in February.  
 
RHP+ 
(No new updates since December 2017).  The Penzance design team and DPR have been coordinating 
the design development and construction drawings associated with Rosslyn Highlands Park.  On 
December 5, 2017, the Penzance design team submitted the Rosslyn Highlands Park design 
development drawings for staff review.  Staff and the Penzance design team are coordinating on 
finalizing these drawings, which will then be integrated within the construction drawings for the 
1555 Wilson Boulevard site plan project (originally approved by the County Board in February 
2017).  

 
Nelly Custis Park 
(No new updates since December 2017). The preferred design concept chosen by the DWG (Design 
Working Group) was presented to the Civic Association meeting on Wednesday, November 8th. 
The project was approved and is now in the CD (Construction Document) phase, which will last 3-
4 months. 

 
Custis Trail at McCoy Park 
Construction anticipated to start late winter into spring. 
 
Long Bridge Park – Field #3 Replacement  
Project’s anticipated completion in early March.  However, this will need to be revisited since there 
is an associated County Board action for January pending.  The start date will be in early March.  
Pre-Bid meeting was held on December 14, 2017.  

 
Long Bridge Park – Aquatic Center 
A design/GC team has been selected.  Projected to start summer 2018.  DES is performing the 
realignment of the road and undergrounding of utilities work; road foundation work is in progress. 
Staff is reviewing the design criteria documents.   
 
Fleet Elementary School (NES @ TJ) 
The Fleet Elementary School project continues with foundation work underway, as well as the 
beginning of excavation for the associated underground parking garage and school building.  The 
diamond field at Thomas Jefferson Park is closed through Fall 2018 due to construction. 
 
Oakgrove Park Playground – NC Project 
The 2-5-year-old play area is 100% complete. The 5-12-year-old area is complete (Playworld to 
work on a few corrective items). Playworld is scheduled to be on site in mid-January 2018 for 
rework at the 5-12-year-old play area.  Bio-retention area is complete.  Boardwalk is complete.  The 
water fountain drywell & rough-in complete for the water fountain. Water Fountain installation 
complete.  Pavilion slab concrete is also complete. Project is about 95% complete overall. Project 
update was forwarded to the Cherrydale community. Project started 3nd Quarter – End Date 
Extended to 1st Quarter 2018. 
 
Reeves Farm Project   

• (No new updates since December 2017).  Staff is proceeding with the various tasks necessary 
for subdivision and recordation of the URD and sale of the property.   

• Final construction drawings are complete and are in permitting. Construction of the 
necessary improvements will be completed in the second quarter of 2018. 
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• Staff is also developing the perpetual historic preservation easement, drafting the 
performance contract to verify purchasers have the financial and technical means to 
renovate the Farmhouse, and finalizing the land survey.   

• It is expected that all actions necessary to create the URD will be complete by September 
2018.  Staff will begin the process of engaging a realtor in winter 2017/2018 and 
anticipates listing the house for sale in summer 2018, subject to prior completion of the 
URD requirements. 

 
Madison Manor Park Rehabilitation 
(No new updates since December 2017). Staff held the second of three working group meetings to 
discuss the playground on Saturday, December 9th. Staff presented preliminary concepts for the 
playground design featuring nature themed, age separated play areas and preservation of existing 
trees. The working group members were enthusiastic about the concepts and offered suggestions 
for moving forward. Staff will refine the concepts and present a final plan to the working group in 
late January. Staff will then present the final concept for the playground and refined concepts for 
the whole park to the whole community in February. 

 
Chestnut Hills Frontage Improvement – NC Project 
Project is complete.  Closeout documents received and approved, final payment invoice was sent to 
purchasing in January 2018 for processing. 
 
APS Reed Elementary School Expansion 
Staff attended the joint BLPC/PFRC meeting on January 10th.  The APS team is exploring options for 
increasing onsite parking.  Options presented were expansion of existing lots, addition of new 
parking lot in open space, or diagonal parking along street. Previous concept schemes were 
removed due to cost or other issues and APS is focusing on three potential concept scheme options 
to refine with public input.  The three concept schemes show different configurations of the school 
ranging from very compact with little impact on open space to a linear configuration which would 
extend into the County parcel and remove significant open space.  APS held an open house on 
January 17th to present background information about the project and current concept schemes 
under consideration.  The next joint BLPC/PFRC meeting is scheduled for January 24th.    
 
Crystal Square Block Plan/1770 Crystal Drive 
JBG is submitting for County review a Crystal Square Block Plan and concurrent 4.1 Site Plan called 
1770 Crystal Drive.  A schedule is being set up for the Long Range Planning Committee to review 
the block plan and for an overlapping SPRC review of the 1770 Crystal Drive site plan in 2018.   

 
New Secondary School at Wilson 
The excavation work is ongoing for this project with a tower crane erected.  Below-grade 
waterproofing is ongoing, as well as the installation of concrete footings and foundation walls.  APS 
is also completing excavation work, providing temporary construction power on-site, erecting the 
elevator core walls, and install below grade utilities.  The County, APS staff, and the Penzance 
design team continue to coordinate the logistical details associated with the design and eventual 
construction of Rosslyn Highlands Park.  

 
Oakland Park 
(No new updates since December 2017). Coordination continues with Public Art for the installation 
of the Public Art Piece. Details are being finalized for permit submission for the deck component. 
 
Red Cross Site Plan (4333 Arlington Boulevard)  
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Open space has been a prominent issue for this site plan.  DPR’s recommendation has been that the 
applicant incorporates the playground with the adjacent open space to create an open space for 
play and casual use space for the residents on the southeast corner of their site.  A public access 
easement for this open space will be explored.  A walking tour of the site was held on January 20th, 
and an SPRC meeting was held on January 22nd.  The project is anticipated for County Board 
consideration in March.    

 
Tree Planting Administrative Regulation 
The administrative regulation for tree planting on public land, which includes soil volume 
standards for streetscapes and parks, is being finalized with leadership. 
 
Vermont and 11th Street Site Plan 
The applicant is proposing a private courtyard for access from a row of townhouses.  No public 
open space is included in the plan.  An SPRC meeting was held on January 4th.  County Board 
consideration of this project is expected for February.     

 
Bluemont Trail Connection 
(No new updates since December 2017). In permitting.  Second submission was made in December 
for CEP and LDA permitting.  Construction of the connecting sidewalk/trail is anticipated for 2nd 
quarter 2018. Invasive plant management for the first year is complete. Invasive plant treatments 
will resume again in the spring. Updated before and after invasive plant removal photos have been 
posted online. A first phase of planting will take place in Spring 2018. 

 
Lucky Run/Allie Freed  
(No new updates since December 2017). Invasive plant treatment for calendar year 2017 is 
complete.  Invasive plant treatment will resume in spring 2018. Tree planting for both Lucky Run 
and Allie Freed will take place Fall 2018.  

 
TJ Synthetic Field Installation  
Field Installation is 100%.  Shade Structure are being installed and were inspected. Final 
grading/clean-up and seed and straw are scheduled this month; safety pads still need to be 
installed.  Project 97% complete.  

 
Tyrol Hill Phase IV 
Door frames are being installed; installation and power upgrade will start this month.  Masonry 
work to commence this month. Project 43% complete.  

 
6600 and 6616 Benjamin Banneker Houses Demolition 
Pre-Bid meeting is scheduled for January 16th with bid opening in February. 

 
Dawson Terrace Park 
(No new updates since December 2017). Project has been submitted for LDA permit.  Expecting to 
go to either February or March of 2018 Board meeting. 

 
Skate Park Powhatan Springs Park 
No changes from December 2017.  Construction-Manager-at-Risk process.  Construction 
documents have been submitted for initial land disturbance plan review.   

 
High View Park Project 
Final inspection approval provided by the Building Permit Office. Awaiting final structural 
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certifications for the entire project before obtaining the Final Certificate of Occupancy.  
 
Stratford Park Project 
Project under construction.  Vegetative wall construction continues, and concrete placement for 
sidewalk entry and sidewalk at tennis court, and school parking lot underway.  Work began on the 
long seat wall at bio retention areas. Project 50% complete.  
 
Lang Street Garden Plot and ADA Accessible Apron Project 
This project was hold due to minor changes to scope of work based upon existing field conditions.  
Revisions to specifications and drawings have been shared with the contractor.  The effort is 
anticipated to resume shortly.  Project 5% complete.  
 
9th Street S Project 
Neighborhood Conservation Project includes street improvements and improvements to trail 
connection from the end of the street to the W&OD Trail.  The project is adjacent to the South 
Ninth and Buchanan Community Garden.  Staff reviewed and commented on the design of the trail 
improvements.  Link to the project page provided: https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/9th-
street-south/  
 
7th Street S Trail Connector Project 
Neighborhood Conservation Project for improving an existing gravel path connection to the 
W&OD Trail from 7th Street S.  The trail connection goes through Glencarlyn Park.  Link to the 
project page provided: https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/7th-street-south-trail-
connector/    

 
2017 Bill Thomas Outstanding Park Service Volunteer Award 
Staff received one nomination for the Bill Thomas Outstanding Park Service Volunteer Award to 
date for the Friends of Aurora Highlands.  Committee coordination continues and potential 
nominees are being accepted until February 2nd.  Link to the awards page provided: 
https://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/support-trees/bill-thomas-outstanding-park-service-
volunteer-award/  
 
 
Commission Member Reports 
 

• 55+ (Andrea Walker) 
• FY 19 budget: 55+ expects to take its share of the 7.5% ($2.4m) anticipated cut in 

DPR budget.  County Manager recommendations expected early Feb. (Expect all 
know this.) 

• May 18 is 55+ staff move to Madison from Lubber Run as construction starts. 
• For specific 55+ closings due to inclement weather call 703-228-4715 or 703-228-

4771. 
 

• APS (Jim Miekle) 
• Benjamin Banneker (Cynthia Krech) 
• Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn/Nereide Ellis) 

• No update this month. 
 

• Budget/CIP (Caroline Haynes) 
• Civic Federation (Jesse Boeding/Duke Banks)) 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/9th-street-south/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/9th-street-south/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/7th-street-south-trail-connector/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/7th-street-south-trail-connector/
https://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/support-trees/bill-thomas-outstanding-park-service-volunteer-award/
https://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/support-trees/bill-thomas-outstanding-park-service-volunteer-award/
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• Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 
• Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Caroline Haynes/Michael Grace) 

• Both of the working group meetings scheduled for January were cancelled (as was 
the second meeting in December). DES Transportation staff has been delayed 
working with consultants on the transportation presentation and proposals. The 
next working group meeting is scheduled for February 6. Presentation on the revised 
plan for Jennie Dean Park has been planned for February, though it is not clear how 
the delay in the transportation presentation will impact the schedule. PRC may want 
to consider recommending moving forward on the Jennie Dean Park master plan, 
despite the ongoing delays in the area plan.  

• Some in the 4MRVWG "leadership" suggested that none of the information requested 
in the joint PRC/Sports Commission letter will be forthcoming until cost information 
is also released on sports and recreation programs. Some members of the 4MRVWG 
(and some staff) continued to be confused about who actually sent the joint letter, so 
Bill clarified that it was indeed a letter from both commissions in an email to the 
working group members. 

 
• Grants/Awards Committee 

- Bill Thomas Award (Duke Banks/Shruti Kuppa) 
- Review Committee will consist of: 

• Michael Thomas - Civ\Fed Representative 
• Jay Wind, Friends of Arlington Parks Representative 
• Peter Lust, DPR, Athletic and Facilities Services Division Chief  
• Shruti Kuppa 
• Duke Banks 

 
• Joint Career Center Working Group (CCWG) (Cindy Krech) 
• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 
• Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech/Caroline Haynes) 
• Long Bridge Park (Bill Ross] 

• Staff is working with the selected builder on various design issues.  The Long Bridge 
Park working group will be participating in these discussions. 
 

• Lubber Run Community Center (David Howell) 
• Madison Manor (Kirubel Fessesework) 
• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Haynes/ Ellis/Howell)] 

• Forwarding separately the progress report sent to the County Board on 
implementation of the Natural Resources Management Plan. 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Jim Feaster) 
• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee, December meeting. 

• Regularly scheduled elections of the officers for the next two years. 

- Chair, Alexandra Bocian 

- Vice Chair, Rob Swennes 

- Deputy Vice Chair, Phil Klingelhofer 

 
• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC)  

- Reed School (Kevin Rachlin) 
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- The PFRC/BLPC group has worked with the consultant to arrive at 4 concepts 
that may be presented to the School Board.  One, the “integrated” option, has 
the overwhelming support of PFRC participants and the neighborhood.  By 
reconstructing at much of the existing building site and building up, it would 
preserve most of the existing open space, allowing for continued baseball, 
soccer, and community use and preserve virtually all of the larger trees.  One 
option, the “standalone” would have a large, separate building taking up the 
current baseball field and much of the county park space located at the corner 
of 18th and Lexington.   There has been strong, negative reaction against this 
option.  It also would involve expanding the scope of the project to house over 
1,000 students, much greater than the currently proposed 725.  Parking and 
the impact on the Westover shopping area remains a large issue for any of the 
proposals. 

 
• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Haynes) 

• Staff is still compiling comments from the December meetings, and the comment 
matrix will be posted once they are all included. (An extensive FOIA request slowed 
down that process.) The POPS Advisory group is planning to meet twice in February 
to review the comments, and prepare for the County Board work session in late 
February. Topics to be covered in the work session will likely focus on some of the 
same issues discussed at the public sessions in December: 

- land acquisition 
- synthetic fields and lighting 
- casual use spaces 
- natural resources/trees (with the anticipated next steps of the update of both 

the Natural Resources Management Plan and the Urban Forest Master Plan) 
• There may be other topics where we will seek County Board input, but these are the 

primary issues that have arisen so far. Following this, we will likely have another 
meeting with the Long Range Planning Committee of the Planning Commission. 

• From that input, the next comprehensive draft will be developed, likely in late spring. 
This draft will be posted for public comment and we will also begin making the 
rounds to the various commissions. The hope is that we will have a final draft in July 
or August with consideration by the board in the fall. 
 

• Open Data Advisory Group (Nate Gould/Duke Banks) 
• On Wednesday. January 3 the County Manager’s Open Data Working Group had its 

quarterly meeting. Highlights include: 
• County Manager Mark Schwartz visiting the group emphasizing the staff memo that 

was sent to ALL county employees on November 2nd concerning need to support the 
Open Data initiative (see attached). 

- Included in his remarks was his frankness on the challenges he faces of 
convincing County employees that they do not “own” the data but that it must 
be shared since it is “public data.” A key take-away from the discussion and his 
memo was: “Help us say ‘yes’ when constituents ask for open data.” 

• Mr. Schwartz highlighting that within the next 6 months expect to have a 
preliminary version of “checkbook on line” where financial information will be 
readily accessible to the public. Emily Hughes of DMF gave more detail on this 
expected roll out. 

• Remaining part of the meeting was dedicated to the need to define “datasets.” An 
example was given on using dog license data to develop user friendly applications. 
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Reflecting on the meeting recommend PRC consider:  

1. Requesting that when DPR provide their budget overview, that it includes 
providing information on what steps and/or training that will be provided to 
DPR staff to better comply with the Manager’s Open Data Initiative. This should 
include what guidance is being provided to staff on how to respond to 
constituents who request data information. Will funding be required to provide 
this training? 
 

2. Identifying possible “datasets” that should be included in the County-wide 
inventory of data. 

 
a. Major Achilles Heel of DPR data as of now is we do not know what we 

have, given issues identified concerning how to include school land and 
federal land for purposes of defining available open space.  
 

b. What funding will be required to identify these “datasets?” 
 
 

• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 
- 11th and Vermont  
- Clarendon Common II  
- Crystal House III 
- Crystal City Retail 

• Crystal City Central District Retail Phase II (Metro Market Square):  
This is the second project being submitted for the Crystal Drive/18th 
St. site, with about an acre being proposed for an open space, market 
area.  Meetings will be held over the next few months, including an 
open house in March.  One issue will be how well the plan fulfills the 
vision of the Crystal City Sector plan.    

 
• Short Bridge Park (Andrea Walker) 

• At its January 27th meeting the board will consider approval of the park master plan 
and the naming of the park as recommended by PRC.   
 

• Sports Commission (Steve Finn) 
• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 

• The December Urban Forestry Commission meeting agenda included a presentation 
on the Upton Hill Regional Park improvements by several NOVA Parks 
representatives. This was the same presentation as was provided to PRC in the fall, 
and UFC members expressed some concerns about the plan to relocate the Wilson 
Blvd entrance, which would require some tree removal. The commissioners also 
discussed 2018 commission work plan items, as well as the 2004 Urban Forestry 
Master Plan. That plan will be updated in conjunction with the POPS plan 
finalization and an update of the Natural Resources Master Plan. 

 
 
Other Business 
 

• The PRC Chair asked the Commission if the financial disclosure forms have been sent to the 
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County Board Office. The Chair will ask the Clerk of the County Board for more information 
on the financial disclosure process for Commission members.  

 
 
PRC Comments/Discussion:  

 
• A commission member stated that one of the most active political groups are the housing 

groups.  
 

• How can we drum up more support for land acquisition for open space/parks/recreation?  
 
• Do we know any time where we ask for acquisition of land that was not pursued? The PRC 

chair stated that he does not believe this is tracked.  
 
• Another Commissioner stated that this should be tracked and reported accordingly.   

 
• Another Commissioner stated that many deals are made with different monies and they follow 

different processes.  The PRC chair stated that many of these acquisition questions will be 
discussed further within the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) process. 

 
• Steve Bernheisel (representing Jim Meikle with Arlington Public Schools (APS)) provided 

an update on the Fleet Elementary School project.  Mr. Bernheisel also stated that APS has 
acquired a property located at 1721 N. Culpepper St. for Glebe Elementary School (which 
would eventually serve for improved fire access to school property).  Furthermore, Mr. 
Bernheisel mentioned that an old civil defense siren (which is no longer used), at the 
Kenmore Middle School property will come down this month. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m. 

Next Meeting: February 27, 2018, 7:00 pm 


