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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 

 

Draft Meeting Minutes 
January 24, 2017 

 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm  
 
Commission Members Present:  
Caroline Haynes, Chair               Bill Ross, Vice Chair                      
Jim Feaster     Jesse Boeding 
Nereide Ellis     Katie Elmore    
Michael Grace     Nate Gould    
Cindy Krech     Conor Marshall  
Steven Bernheisel (sub for Jim Meikle) Steve Finn  
 
Absent Members: Pam Silberstein, Rick Epstein, Renee Mayo, Andrea Walker    
 
County Staff:  
Kate Thomas, Principal Planner, DPR 
Scott McPartlin, Comprehensive Projects Team Manager, DPR 
Bethany Heim, Associate Planner, DPR 
 
Guests: 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
 

 Reminder re: Financial Disclosure/Conflict of interest Forms 

 John Vihstadt appointed as new PRC liaison   

Public Comment: No public comments 
 
Rosslyn Highlands Plan.  Update and presentation regarding the Use Permit for RHP+.  (Scott 
McPartlin, DPR) 
 

 Scott McPartlin gave the Commission an update regarding Rosslyn Highlands +.  (Associate 
Planner Marco Rivero was unable to attend the meeting as scheduled.)   

 
Commission Questions/Comments: 
 At the December meeting the PRC raised questions about the walkway in the park.  Will these 

questions be addressed?  Staff will answer all questions to the best of our ability.  Additional 
questions may be referred to Marco Rivero.   

 Why was the basketball court rotated?  Staff and consultants were required to consider the 
realities of the site as much as possible, e.g., elevations, design, ADA access, etc.  Also taken into 
account were sun orientation considerations and stormwater issues.   

 Does the current court get more use during the day or at night?  There are peaks and valleys.  It 
is very heavily used during the weekends and in summer.  The County anticipates very heavy use of 
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this element especially once the new residences go in.  This will also be a multi-purpose court and 
so will likely be very heavily used.   

 Why can the court not be turned to be parallel to the building?  The consultants looked at shade 
studies and the interplay from shade provided by the adjacent buildings.   

 Why is the space around the court designed into triangles?  The county is required to meet 
Federal requirements and other guidelines.  The placement of the triangles allows us to that.  In 
addition, we are trying to maximize the amount of continuous green space in the triangles.  A 
great deal of engineering and design went into this  

 The site should be appropriately structured to avoid erosion.  Likewise, it would be ideal if the 
stairs shown on the diagram could be eliminated and be replaced by an ADA-compliant ramp.  
The design is working with the topography and opportunities for grading in order to address these 
issues. 

 Concerns were raised that the RHP+ design has changed a great deal since the design was 
viewed by the community.  For example, why is there an elevator in the middle of the space and 
why do we continue to lose parkland to hardscape?  The County is constrained by elevations and 
design restrictions.  The incorporation of the elevator into the building itself made the design too 
difficult.    

 Is it possible to place the elevator into the APS building?  No.  It is not in our property boundary. 
 Children who utilize wheelchairs for mobility will be using this space.  Where will these parents 

park?  How will these children be brought into the building?  There will be handicapped parking 
in front of the building. 

 What is the purpose of the elevator?  How will this be used?  The elevator will provide access 
from the garage to Wilson School. 

 Concerns were raised that “the elevator is a mar on the entire design.”  This is something that 
staff and consultants have worked with and this is better for the overall access for the park versus 
building the elevator into the new building.  We are doing our very best to incorporate the elevator 
graciously into the design. 

 Why can’t the elevator go into the new building?  How did the approved plan morph into what 
is now being shown?   

o We are working to try and solve this collaboratively with our partners and trying to put as 
much green space as possible into the design (Penzance).   

o We have looked at multiple options but the infrastructure required would have carved up 
the park in order to accommodate that (DPR). 

 Staff noted that all suggestions from the Commission will be taken back to the design team to 
see what can be done to improve the design.  In addition, the County will need a use permit to 
allow the work being proposed.  This will go to the community in the first quarter and will go to 
the County Board for a use permit at the February Board meeting.  Staff also noted that this has 
been an atypical process and although staff is doing their best, the frustration of the PRC is 
understood.   

 The Chair requested that the PRC be given the opportunity to see the next design iterations as 
they are developed. 

 A request for clarification was made regarding access to the garage spaces in the new building.  
How will park users access these parking spaces, including the APS spaces when school is not in 
session?  We are still working that out (APS). 

 How many new units will be in the building?  800 
 What’s to be done regarding dog waste?  Will an internal dog run be built in the private space?  

No internal dog run is planned.  It is expected that new residents will clean up after their dogs like 
other Arlington residents (Penzance). 

 The intensity of that kind of use, even with clean up, will be totally foul. 
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Update on South Park Planning.  (Bethany Heim, DPR) 
 

 There is an upcoming public meeting to discuss the planning on the South Park property. 
This park planning area is a public access easement and the land site itself has a very steep 
slope. The process will link into the Four Mile Run Corridor plans and design guidelines. 
Staff is planning approximately four public meetings and will have Alexandria staff support. 
February 22nd will be the first meeting.  

 
 
Commission Questions/Comments: 

 If the land is in Alexandria why are we planning it? It is a joint project and we'll have a 
memorandum of understanding with the city of Alexandria. Redevelopment may likely be 
phased.  

 This is going to be controversial because of the ad hoc use of the bridge is a dog park. We 
are also looking at sighting dog parks and this site is not good for that.  

 Voting on conceptual plans and then seeing those plants altered so much is very 
disheartening. Is there any way to identify these design constraints in front to expose these 
issues ahead of time? Master planning is not specific enough to allow that in most cases, 
which is unfortunate.  

 Is this only passive use or will active use his be included? That has yet to be determined. 
 It would be good if the known/fixed design constraints and rules were put out there up 

front. It would make the discussion much easier from the get-go.  
 Please be careful with the width of the paths and trails. Think about the uses and safety of 

others.  
 Staff will follow up with email to all the related commissions.  
 Andrea Walker will attend the meetings on behalf of the PRC. 

 
Annual Report.  Committee planning for the annual report.  

 Department of Parks and Recreation needs to provide a completed list to add to the end of 
the annual report as soon as possible.  

 The Chair requested that commission members to send her additions and edits as soon as 
possible.  
 

2017 Work Plan:   
 POPS plan will be completed (ideally).  
 An inventory of privately owned public spaces could feasibly be included in the CPHD plan 

this year; the Chair is working with Bob Duffy regarding this initiative 
 The Chair suggested that the PRC make another attempt at completing a “Benefits of Parks” 

study 
 
Upcoming joint meeting with Sports and Recreation Committee.   

 How can we be sure that we are all rowing in the same direction? 
 Sports/active recreation users are starting to understand the demand for passive space in 

the county.  
 It would be ideal if the SC and PRC were able to join forces on land acquisition.  
 Sports/recreation user groups are starting to think about the financial issues in these 

matters very differently than they have in the past 
 Indoor space uses need to be a key part of the future discussion.  
 Laura Lazour should be invited to speak to the Parks and Recreation Commission on these 

issues 
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Letters to the County Board  

 A letter will be written from the Parks and Recreation Commission regarding Rosslyn 
Highland Park Plus to the County Board. An official motion was made by the Chair to send a 
letter to the County Board to include six points discussed, subject to review. Seconded by 
Andrea Walker. The vote was unanimous. A copy of this letter will also be sent to the 
Planning Commission.  

 
Commission Questions/Comments: 
 

 Park and Recreation committee members need to be added to mailing lists for updates, 
scoping, etcetera. 

 Williamsburg lighting update. No consensus yet. Final report should be in by the end of 
February.  

 David Husson is the new Project Manager for Longbridge Aquatic Center.  He should be 
added to an agenda over the next few months to come and speak with the commission and 
give a brief update on the project. 

 
 
Staff Report (Kate Thomas)  

 Chestnut Hills: fence and paths are being planned  

 Mosaic Park: bike lane question for North Quincy Street  

 POPS: 

o going through comments  

o early February for document to review  

o public engagement in late spring  

o POPS website will change  

 Penzance presentation will be made at the upcoming PRC meeting 

 Public art master plan project is coming up with Art in the Park  

 Stratford: going out to bid next month  

 Fairlington: at 60% with review on February 2nd  

 Gunston: preliminary plan for synthetic field is in place but user groups still need 

$100,000  

 Long Bridge: upcoming synthetic field replacement  

 Tyrell: out to bid in mid-February  

 Thomas Jefferson: synthetic field replacement and connection between fields project will 

commence in the fall  

 South Park: master plan is underway; late February public meeting.  The City of 

Alexandria will be attending the meetings.  There heavy metals in the soil of the ad-hoc 

dog park at the site 

 Oakland Park: outreach meeting for art next week  

 Edison Park: scoping next week  

 Bluemont: fields are too saturated to get very much done right now, but it is coming 

along well.  

 EPA report regarding crumb rubber for turf infill; the report doesn't give an answer 

regarding crumb rubber safety.  We are expecting an update in 2018  

 Banneker Park: staff met with transportation who will attend the next public meeting to 

discuss the project and hopefully help mitigate the issues that the community brought up  
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 Foreign Affairs Training Center: they are shifting their fence and staff is working with 

them to try and make the new configuration rational  

 Lubber Run:  kicking off and everyone is very excited  

 Nelly Custis: update coming in May 
 

Commission Member Reports    
Commission Member Reports    

 55+ (Andrea Walker)  

 APS (Jim Meikle/Pam Silberstein) 

 Budget/CIP  (Haynes/Epstein) 

 Benjamin Banneker Park 

 On November 14th, staff presented to the community preliminary plans for improving the 

park and considering longer run additions to it.  Interestingly, the major concerns of 

neighbors had to do with the problems for pedestrians entering the park safely, giving 

increasing cut-through traffic in the area and the almost complete lack of sidewalks on 

neighboring streets, North and South of the park.  

 Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 

 Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Haynes/Grace/Walker)  

 The Working Group continues to receive existing conditions reports on a range of issues, 

which has prompted push back from some members of the working group who are 

frustrated with the lack of collaboration to date with the process.  Staff have emphasized 

the importance of bringing everyone up to speed on the range of issues involved, though 

this may be redundant for those who have been focused on these issues for many years. 

 A Visioning Workshop, open to everyone, is planned for December 3-6, with the primary 

focus on a workshop scheduled for Saturday, December 3 at Drew School from 9 am to 1 

pm.  An introductory session is planned for Friday night to bring other members of the 

community up to speed on some of the issues involved. Staff and consultants will have 

open house hours on Saturday afternoon and Sunday and will plan to report out initial 

findings at the 4MRV meeting on Tuesday, December 6. 

 Park Master Planning will be the focus of the meetings from December through early 

February. 

 Grants/Awards Committee  

-- Bill Thomas Award (Mayo/Marshall) 

-- Park Enhancement Grants (PEG)  

 Lee Highway President’s Group (Haynes/Krech) 

 Open House on Tuesday, November 29, for the kick-off of the Lee Highway planning 

initiative scheduled to begin in 2017. Allows for the opportunity to weigh in with LHA 

and the County staff on the scoping process and issues such as the boundaries of the 

study area, building upon the Visioning study, and how the planning process can test and 

evaluate land use scenarios, taking into account housing choices, economic vitality, 

transportation, public and private open spaces, building form and height, public 

facilities including schools, sustainability, and historic preservation and cultural 

resources. 

 Long Bridge Park (Bill Ross] 

 Lubber Run Community Center (Rick Epstein) 

 Natural Resources (NRJAG) (Haynes/ Ellis) 
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 Alonso Abugattas, Natural Resource Manager, walked the members through progress on 

the 19 strategic directions in the Natural Resources Management Plan in preparation for 

the annual report to the board. NRJAG will be drafting a summary report for review at 

the December meeting.  

 Representatives from the American Bird Conservancy will be presenting at the 

December 5 meeting (7:30 pm at Long Branch Nature Center) on bird strikes with 

buildings and steps that can be taken in building design to minimize bird deaths. 

 Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Jim Feaster) 

 Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) 

- Wilson School (Katie Elmore) 

- TJ (Michael Grace) 

 Plan for Our Places and Spaces  (Haynes) 

 The working group began reviewing the largest category of POPS recommendations: 

Public Spaces. This strategic direction incorporates many of the recommendations from 

the 2005 plan as well as some new ones including: the range of possible tools to acquire 

additional land; maximizing the utility of existing open spaces; using the context 

sensitive, activity-based approach to providing amenities; provide amenities to maximize 

appeal of public spaces (seating, restrooms, water fountains, concessions, etc.); ensure 

access to water including the Potomac River and Four Mile Run; work toward attractive 

and sustainable public space system; strive for universal access; enhance system with 

temporary parks and programming, and; incorporate POPS recommendations into other 

county plans. One of the definitions we hope to capture and measure is un-programmed 

open space, in addition to all of the other categories of public spaces. The next meeting, 

scheduled for Dec. 20, will focus on land acquisition. 

 Site Plan Review (Ross/Elmore) 

- Washington Boulevard/Kirkwood Road Special General Land Use  

   Plan Study “Plus” (Bill Ross) 

 The Long Run Planning Committee held its first meeting on September 26th and learned 

about the site and the proposed process for studying and considering General Land Use and 

Zoning changes to accommodate new residential construction at the corner and future 

improvement/development at the YMCA.  YMCA representatives expressed their plans to 

maintain and improve its recreational programs.  Group members urged the county to 

consider doing long range planning for the entire block that encompasses this area, not just 

the half of it being considered.  Several members expressed the need to consider the open 

space requirements for this area, especially with the presence of the Ball family burial 

ground in the middle of the study area.  Also, this block needs to be re-envisioned with a 

circulation plan that will allow for easy pedestrian transit connecting the residential 

neighborhoods with the Virginia Square corridor.  

 Sports Commission (Steve Finn)   

 Rosslyn Highlands Parks + (Elmore/Haynes) 

 Urban Agriculture (Renee Mayo) 

 Urban Forestry Commission (Caroline Haynes) 

 I missed the October UFC meeting where they discussed the Bluemont Field renovation, 

Stratford School and ordinances involving tree preservation. 

 Williamsburg Field Lighting Working Group (Steve Finn) 

 An Open House was held on November 2, displaying Pros and Cons.  There was a fairly 

good turnout.  The group will continue to meet to hammer out a paper to be presented to 

the County Board. 
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 Closeout Budget 

o The County Board adopted the closeout budget plan at their November 9 meeting. No 

funding was allocated for land acquisition for parks, as has been done in previous 

years. 

 
Meeting adjourned 9:30pm  
 
Next Meeting: February 28, 2017 
  


