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T
he Report Card is a statistical portrait of Arlington children, youth, and 

families intended to inform and inspire action by the community. It 

begins with a demographic overview of Arlington youth and their fami-

lies, and continues with specific indicators organized by developmental 

stages of childhood and youth: early childhood, the elementary years, and the 

middle and high school years. Each section begins with its own overview of 

key findings. The Appendix includes more information on the Developmental 

Assets Framework and detailed demographic information. The Report Card 

ends with acknowledgements of the many committed individuals who made 

the publication possible. 

It is worth noting that, when interpreting the data expressed as percentages, the 

actual number of youth involved may not be obvious. For example, while the 

percentage of high-schoolers reporting heavy drinking dropped below 20% in 

the most recent survey, the actual number of young individuals in our commu-

nity engaging in this risky behavior is still over 1000. Similarly, averages often 

mask significant disparities across the county. For example, while the average 

graduation rate for all Arlington Public Schools seniors was 92% in 2014, the 

graduation rate for students with limited English skills was only 59%. 

The data in this Report Card come from Arlington County, Arlington Public 

Schools, the State, and other public and private organizations with related 

missions. In addition, the Partnership conducts two surveys every three years 

to a random sample of about 2300 students from all APS middle and high 

schools: the Search Institute’s Profiles of Student Life: Attitudes and Behaviors 

Survey (the “Assets Survey”) and the Centers for Disease Control’s Youth Risk 

Behavior Survey (YRBS).  These surveys give us valuable data on our youth’s 

own experiences and perceptions of their world. A number of steps are taken to 

ensure that the survey data are reliable and valid. Statistical sampling methods 

provide results that are representative of all middle and high school students 

in Arlington Public Schools. Students are assured of the anonymity of their 

responses and given examples of how their survey input gives them a voice 

in improving conditions in the community. And finally, both surveys have 

built-in safeguards for inconsistent and extreme outlier responses that could 

compromise the validity of the data. Private school students and those who are 

home-schooled are not surveyed.

The indicators presented in this Report Card were chosen based on their rele-

vance to the Partnership’s work and with the potential for community action and 

policy changes in mind. Data on certain important indicators are unavailable or 

could not be validated. These are noted in each section of the Report Card. 
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