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Notes 
 

Attendance: John Andelin, Michael Brown, Dave Carlson, Sheila Fleischhacker, Barbara 
Gomez, Linda Henderson, Liliana Hernandez, Anne O’Brien, Devanshi Patel, Anne Vor der 
Bruegge, Michal Warshow, Rachel Harlan, Cintia Johnson, Sam Stebbins, Rick Strobach, 
Jim Tuomey, Jeff Carpenter, Robert Vilchez, Siobhan Grayson, Sally LaBonte, Michael 
Swisher, Kim Durand  
 
Update on County Board Presentation 
Devanshi shared the information that she presented to the County Board on March 18th 
[attached].  Mary Hynes asked if there was something specific we were trying to 
communicate.  Devanshi answered with the information about the Data Specialist and 
the schools desire to cut the position.  Libby and Mary both felt that there must be some 
paperwork that states the position remain funded as part of the Partnership, which 
Devanshi replied that we do not have something that specifically refers to the staffing of 
APCYF.   
 
This confirms the need to have a written agreement between APS, ACG and APCYF. 
 
Anne Vorderbruegge shared that last year, she and Weadé Wallace looked into an MOU. 
The people they met with felt that the Charter in place was effective and that an MOU 
was not needed.  However, the Charter/Charge does not address the day-to-day staffing 
or inner workings of APCYF. 
 
Update & Discussion - Data Specialist 
Devanshi and Dave sent a letter to the School Board [attached] regarding the Data 
Specialist, and several members have reached out to them as well.  The Data Specialist 
Workgroup has prepared a variety of talking points that members should read-through, 
pick two or three that they feel strongly about, and reach out to School Board members 
to help educate them on the importance of this position.  The following is a list of 
members who have or are going to reach out to a School Board member.  If you are able 
to meet with or write to them, now is the time: 

Abby Raphael Linda Henderson, Kate McCauley 

James Lander Devanshi Patel, John Andelin 

Barbara Kanninen Devanshi, Barbara Gomez, Bill Browning, John, Michal 
Warshow 

Nancy Van Doren Barbara, John, Linda and Anne Vorderbruegge 

Emma Violand-Sanchez John, Barbara, Kate, Dave Carlson 

 
Additional points: 



 We need to focus on the importance of this data in the direct education of 
Arlington’s youth. 

 We should survey non-profits/organizations to see who has used the data and 
how have they been able to benefit from this information. 

 APS is working on systemizing their data to be more effective and efficient, so 
they could have the capacity to do this work as well. 

 Having an outside evaluator, someone who is a good communicator for external 
relations and reporting of the information, like a community liaison. 

 
Communications and Advocacy 
In light of upcoming changes on the School and County boards, and the changes in many 
staff leadership as well, it is crucial that we have a communications/advocacy plan in 
place.   
 
A committee is forming to look at our on-line presence and our engagement through 
social media. 
 
Jim Tuomey and Anne O’Brien signed up.  It was suggested that we look for someone in 
the community who could assist – possibly an intern or student’s senior project. 
 
Update & Discussion - Community Forum on April 13th  
The Community Forum info – be sure to RSVP and attend! 
PLEASE RSVP using the link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1DMGQalz8zRSO7Lk5Prmsl_yxTxHF2l_HJsQ0vbIKY0Y/v
iewform  
 

This meeting will have two parts: 
1. Overview of the 2012-2014 Community Report Card 

(http://www.apcyf.org/2015/01/2015-report-card/).   
We will discuss Arlington data collected by the Arlington Partnership for Children, Youth 
& Families (APCYF) showing what has improved, stayed the same, or declined.  We will 
then break into four groups to work on community issues identified by APCYF as 
priorities. 

 
2. Break Out Sessions.  

We will ask participants to break into four groups, one for each priority: 

 Bullying: In the Community and at School 

 Positive Family Communications: Parent and Child Interactions 

 Mental Health: Pre-Teen & Teen Depressive Symptoms and Attempted 
Suicide 

 Childhood Obesity: Prevention from ages 0-5 
Each group will discuss in greater depth why this is/is not important to our community, is 
anyone already doing something in these areas and what they are doing, are other 
resources available, and finally, who else needs to be part of this conversation? 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1DMGQalz8zRSO7Lk5Prmsl_yxTxHF2l_HJsQ0vbIKY0Y/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1DMGQalz8zRSO7Lk5Prmsl_yxTxHF2l_HJsQ0vbIKY0Y/viewform
http://www.apcyf.org/2015/01/2015-report-card/


Who should attend? Community leaders, non-profit organizations, service providers, 
county and school staff, parents, teens, and others in the community interested in the 
health and well-being of the children, youth, and families in Arlington.  
 
RSVP by April 8th  
 
After this meeting:  
This is the first step in the APCYF Community Engagement Process. We will be looking for 
people to continue to serve on one of these four work groups.  These groups will suggest 
practical strategies and initiatives that will positively affect the priorities.  The work 
groups will meet ONLY three or four times as needed. We will need community members 
and parents who are willing to add their thoughts and ideas.  These meetings will be held 
in May/June. If you know anyone you think would be a good fit for this work, please let us 
know.   

 

Committee Updates: 
Early Childhood Committee meets on the fourth Monday at 5:00.  Currently, they’re 
working on: 

Week of the Young Child April 13 – 17 http://www.apsva.us/Page/23349  
The website includes events and activities happening throughout the week. 
The committee is working on a Community Survey for parents of kids ages 0-7.  
They are asking about early childhood experiences, what are kids doing 
before/after school?  An early DRAFT of the survey is attached. 
Truck & Bus Day is May 16th at Central Library 

 
Teen Network Board is gearing up for the end-of-year activities: 

Elections for next year’s Chairs and leadership will be this month to allow for time 
for the incoming leadership to shadow the current leadership. 
Mythbusters schedule is being set. 
Members of the Peer-to-Peer relations committee are hosting empathy 
workshops in several middle schools. 
 

Assets Committee – Nominations are now being accepted for the Spring Connect with 
Kids award.  http://www.apcyf.org/2014/09/connect-with-kids-champions-now-seeking-
nominations/ Nominations are open until April 27, 2015. 
                 
Out of School Time Council met on March 23 and has identified a few items they’ll be 
concentrating on: 

 Professional Development: This is an active committee that works on the Fall 
Conference, the monthly Brown Bags, and the newly formed OST Network Group 
(OSTNG). 

 Program Standards: This committee will focus on developing standards for 
providers to rise up to and will include self-assessments.  It will not be punitive, 
but will focus on continuous improvement. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1DMGQalz8zRSO7Lk5Prmsl_yxTxHF2l_HJsQ0vbIKY0Y/viewform?c=0&w=1
http://www.apsva.us/Page/23349
http://www.apcyf.org/2014/09/connect-with-kids-champions-now-seeking-nominations/
http://www.apcyf.org/2014/09/connect-with-kids-champions-now-seeking-nominations/


 Membership and Recruitment: This committee will focus on getting a full council.  
They currently have several vacancies and in order to move forward, they need 
more community participation. 

If you or someone you know may be interested in this work, let Kim Durand know. 
 
Upcoming Meetings and Events: 
March 29 – April 5 – SPRING BREAK!!  
April 2 at 10:00 Second Chance Council Sequoia Room B 
April 2 3:45 – READY Coalition Sequoia Room A 
April 6 2:30 – 4:00 Growing Green Schools  
April 7 6:30pm - Teen Network Board at Central Library 
April 10 9:00 – 1:00 OST/Assets Brown Bag: Mental Health First Aid - FULL  
April 11 APS Day of Play  
April 11 Summer Teen Expo  
April 13 – 17 – Week of the Young Child, more details to follow. 
April 13 3:00pm Healthier Arlington at Fairlington 
April 13 6:00 – 8:00pm APCYF Community Forum at Fairlington Community Center  
April 21 6:30pm Teen Network Board at Central Library 
April 22 6:00-8:00 Regular APCYF Meeting Sequoia Auditorium 
Apr 24 9:00 – 1:00 OST/Assets Brown Bag: Mental Health First Aid - FULL 


